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Axis of family fun starts with axes; 
Family entertainment center slated for Crystal River 
Mall; Axe throwing, rock climbing, speedy go karts, 
mirror mazes and more are planned 

 
Dorothy Dilworth, senior executive secretary to State Rep. Ralph Massullo, 
M.D.  (R-Beverly Hills, Dist. 34) (on the left) stands with David Perry Jr., 
owner of Hunter Springs Kayaks and developer of JAM! Entertainment 
ventures, as does Victoria White, community relations associate in the 
office of U.S. Rep. Daniel Webster (R-Fla. Dist. 11). The two ladies created a 
‘David sandwich.’ Among the many other people present, was Crystal River 
Chamber of Commerce CEO Josh Wooten, and Chamber staff. 
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     CRYSTAL RIVER – A member of the Citrus County Board of County 
Commissioners, the leader of the Crystal River Chamber of Commerce, staff members 
from state and federal legislators’ offices, a few members of the press and others showed 
up at the Crystal River Mall late Friday (Sept. 13) afternoon for a tour of the empty space 
formerly occupied by Kmart. 
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This sign was put above the door just before Dave Perry made his 
announcement inside the former Kmart location at the Crystal River Mall 
late Friday afternoon (Sept. 13). 
 
     David Perry Jr., owner of Hunter Springs Kayaks, heads a recently formed 
entertainment group, which seeks the establishment of indoor entertainment for the 
Nature Coast region. 
     In making his announcement Friday, Perry said this is a significant development for 
the Crystal River Mall, the City of Crystal River, Citrus County and the region. 
     This venture, he went on to say, will have a positive impact on the tourism industry as 
well as providing more options for people of every age to have fun. 
 

 

 

 
David Perry 
stands in front 
of some of the 
huge area he 
plans to fill 
with fun 
opportunities 
on the ground 
floor. 
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A small crowd listens to the developer speak about his plans. 
 

 
Upstairs, David Perry mentions this as a possible mirror maze location. 
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This photo shows one set of stairs leading up to this part of the structure. 
 

 
David Perry stands in front of a what is currently a long drop, but which 
may become a ramp area to make access to the second floor available to 
disabled visitors. And this could be a zip-line area as well. Also, behind him, 
might be the future top of a tall rock-climbing structure. 
 
     During the announcements and tour, Perry mentioned that while he has the start-up 
and financing through phase one, he is receptive to speaking with investors who are 
interested in providing bridge loans and even investors who want to become part of the 
company. 
     While that is for the future, though, the most immediate agenda shows axe-throwing 
as the first indoor recreational activity at the proposed huge venue for family fun. 
     The future entertainment center is slated to include various activities beyond axe-
throwing, which will include rock climbing and in time, center around a massive 
climate-controlled, indoor go kart track. The karts are electric powered, Perry said, and 
will be for children 7 years old through adults of any age. 
     These karts, he said, will have a top speed of 60 miles per hour. 
     Perry started and is the sole owner of Just Amuse Me! Entertainment Group right 
now, he said, as he provided the “big reveal” on Friday (Sept. 6), The 100,000 square-
foot entertainment center goes into the second story, Perry said as he escorted a group 
of about 20 people through the whole facility – including to the outdoor area that used 
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to be a garden center. 
     Perry said this attraction may help improve the concept of Crystal River as a 
destination. He mentioned that manatees are a draw for people to visit the area. These 
recreational options he plans to off, Perry said, offer more reasons for people to spend 
the night in the city of Crystal River. 
     Perry, the founder of Just Amuse Me! (JAM!) Entertainment Group LLC, said JAM! 
Entertainment is developing this concept in phases, with plans to serve the public as 
early as this fall. The final phase of the entertainment center is scheduled to open to the 
public by the spring of 2020. 
     “We are extremely excited to be able to bring something like this to the City of Crystal 
River and Citrus County,” Perry said. “It’s going to be huge!” 
      He gave his perspective on this new venture as a magnet for visitors. 
     “This isn’t something that couldn’t be done in Orlando,” he said. “But if Mom wants 
to come see manatees, now she will have more ammunition to get the whole family here, 
right? 
     “So, being able to have that opportunity,” he continued, “we feel incredibly privileged 
to be able to bring that here.” 
     Perry said he plans to add air-hockey tables, pool tables, Skee-ball, basketball and 
some video games scattered through the venue. However, the arcade games are not a 
major part of the plan, he added. 
     After the tour, Citrus County Commissioner Jimmie T. Smith shared his perspective 
on how this venture will be good for his family. 
      Smith who has some physical limitations, due to becoming disabled in the military. 
     Smith said his and his wife Vickie’s 12-year-old daughter Gabriella told him the other 
weekend “Daddy let’s go do something.” 
     “My response was, ‘What do you want to do?’” Smith said. 
     He said they couldn’t go play sports games, as a result of his disability. Thinking of 
something to do presented a conundrum. 
     After JAM! Entertainment brings these activities to fruition, this will improve the 
quality of life in the area -- as far as fun options for everyone. 
     “We can do things like he described here today,” Smith said. “Drive a go cart. I can do 
that. So, it is going to provide more opportunities, and not just for tourists, in this 
county.” 
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Citrus County Commissioner Jimmie T. Smith shakes hands with David 
Perry, developer of a family entertainment center and owner of a kayak 
business.     
     Perry said the ax-throwing section of the development will be the first to open. In 30 
to 60 days, Perry intends to have people throwing axes at this site. 
     The last phase of the development, Perry said, will be the electric-powered speedy go 
karts. 
     As people looked at the false ceiling of the old Kmart store, one person asked if the 
ceiling would be removed for rock climbing. Perry then took the group on a tour to the 
second floor where he showed three sets of stairs leading up there. 
      One new aspect he mentioned beyond those in the advance for this event was mirror 
mazes. Another idea is for an annual ice-skating event, he said. 
     While he mentioned a “final phase,” Perry said he has 20 more ideas for expansion. 
Another concept he mentioned was helicopter rides from the heliport outside. 
     There are plans to have separate rooms, including a VIP room for parties. Among the 
other potential bits of enjoyment at this future site will be an upscale restaurant. 
     The potential exists in the not-so-distant future, Perry intimated, for a guest to arrive 
by helicopter and be provided a set of fun activities while being escorted or guided by an 
employee assigned to that special guest. 
     During Perry’s lengthy question-and-answer session and tour, Linda Sojka, a 
business owner in the mall, thanked him for starting this venture there. Sojka owns 
RSVP Marketing. 
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     Meanwhile, a walk through the mall shows Rural King has attached itself to the 
benefit of shoppers and mall owners. The other big draw is the Regal Cinema movies. 
With Crystal River vehicle traffic being a little less congested than Gainesville or Ocala, 
those movie theaters have an advantage. 
     There are hair stylists, people who give massages and pedicures and manicures, and 
there are tattoo artists in business there. There are some food vendors. One shoe repair 
professional specializes in orthopedic shoes, and his shop is at the mall. 
     The Crystal River Mall has plenty of space for lease. 
     In 2013, JCPenney closed. In 2014, Belk closed. Also, in 2014, Also, Rural King 
bought the closed Sears anchor and opened its store. In April of 2017, Kmart closed. 
     When asked if Perry thought his future venture would bring more retailers to the 
mall, he answered in the affirmative. 
     During his talk with people on Friday, Perry said he would like to see all of the mall 
business owners get together to increase their efforts as a cohesive unit. 
     And so, visitors who come to Crystal River to see manatees, soon may be able to enjoy 
throwing axes, climbing on rocks, riding in go karts, discovering the way out of a mirror 
maze and much more – all at the Crystal River Mall. 
     It will take time, though. The first phase, Perry said, is axe throwing. 


