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Three Chiefland commissioners take oath of office; 
Bronson elects three to Town Council 

 

 
Standing with their right hands in the air are (facing the judge, from left) 
Chris Jones, Rollin Hudson and Norman Weaver. Administering the oath of 
office is Levy County Court Judge Tim Browning. 
 
Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 11, 2019 at 
     LEVY COUNTY – One municipality in Levy County saw zero change in leaders and 
another one saw a tiny bit of revised leadership during the past two nights as three men 
took the oath of office and three other men were elected by voters as their 
representatives. 

 

https://youtu.be/Fpb03IphSHY 
In this video, Levy County Court Judge J.T. “Tim” Browning administered 
the oath of office on Monday night (Sept. 9) to Chris Jones, Rollin Hudson 
and Norman Weaver. Like other elected officials in Florida, promise, 
among other things, to protect and defend the United States Constitution 
and the Constitution of the State of Florida, and to serve in the office in 
which they are qualified – And the men said, ‘So help me, God.’ 
 
     In Chiefland, Levy County Court Judge J.T. “Tim” Browning administered the oath of 
office on Monday night (Sept. 9) to Chris Jones, Rollin Hudson and Norman Weaver as 
a result of those three being elected with no competition earlier this summer. They will 
continue serving on the Chiefland City commission. Mayor Jones was also selected to be 
mayor again by a unanimous vote of the City Commission. 
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Winning Candidates 

 
(from left) the three winners in the election are Aaron Emanuel 
Edmondson Sr., Jason Hunt and Berlon Weeks. Hunt and Weeks were 
reelected. Edmondson, a former member of Bronson Town Council, soon 
will take the oath of office again. 
 
     Meanwhile in Bronson on Tuesday night, the Honorable Judge Browning was among 
the three-member canvassing board who were part of the election process that resulted 
in three out of six candidates winning the town election. 
     The two other members of the canvassing board in Bronson were Levy County 
Commission Chairman John Meeks and Bronson Town Councilwoman Beatrice 
Roberts. 
     The Tuesday (Sept. 10) unofficial election results show the following counts: 
     For Seat 2, it is Aaron Emanuel Edmondson Sr. (134 votes) as the winner over James 
E. Beck (121 votes) 
     For Seat 4, it is Jason Hunt (133 votes) as the winner over Sherrie Schuler (124 
votes). 
     For Seat 5, it is Tony Berlon Weeks Jr. (133 votes) as the winner over Franklin 
Schuler (124 votes). 
     On Tuesday, Sept. 10, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., qualified Bronson voters can cast their 
ballots at the Dogan Cobb Municipal Building, 660 E. Hathaway Ave. (U.S. Alt. 27), in 
Bronson. 
     Bronson Town Clerk Shirley Miller, who is the supervisor of elections in this 
municipality for those elections, was the person responsible for the election. Levy 
County Supervisor of Election Tammy Jones, who is the president of the Florida State 
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Association of Supervisors of Elections, provided machines and elections workers. 
Deputy Town Clerk Melissa Thompson assisted Clerk Miller as her deputy clerk that 
evening. 
     While this election was relatively close, the four provisional ballots that may be cast 
for candidates, would not make enough of a mathematical difference to cause a recount. 
     There were 259 votes counted as being cast on Sept. 10. There were four provisional 
ballots cast, meaning election officials had four individuals who wanted to cast ballots 
but there was reason to hold those until facts were confirmed. There were 26 absentee 
ballots cast by mail, and those absentee ballots all past the test to be counted. 
     Supervisor of Elections Jones explained why the tally did not separate absentee 
ballots from those made at the precinct voting place. A new law took effect this year, 
which increased the number from 10 to 30 for a certain condition to exist. 
     The legislative intent for the change is to better protect voter secrecy. So, when there 
are 30 or fewer absentee ballots, the people those voters picked are unknown as having 
come from absentee ballots. Since there were 26, there are not reports, for instance, that 
14 votes from absentee ballots were made for “Candidate A” and 12 absentee ballots for 
“Candidate B.” 
     The numbers reported were total ballots cast only – not a separate set of ballots cast 
that day, plus a certain number of absentee ballots. 
 

Winning Workers 

 
Poll workers serving for the Bronson Town Election on Tuesday (Sept. 10) 
are (from left) Cerise Smith, Alfreda Freeman, Joyce Ernest, Jeanine 
Turner, Jenny Rogers, Bryan Dunn and (in front) Edith Brown  
Photo Provided By Shirley Miller 
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     Tomorrow evening (Thursday, Sept. 12) starting 6 p.m., Levy County Supervisor of 
Elections Jones will conduct an audit of the election as part of the canvassing board 
meeting set for that date and time at the Dogan Cobb Municipal Building, which is 
where voters cast their ballots yesterday (Tuesday, Sept. 10). 
     Every election audit since Supervisor of Elections Jones has been in office has earned 
a 100 percent correct evaluation. 
     During the process of votes being tallied, Supervisor of Elections Jones told the 
audience that Town Clerk Miller and Deputy Town Clerk Thompson deserve a round of 
applause. 
     Miller was very thorough in performing her duties, Jones said, and she called Jones’ 
to confirm all activities were being done correctly. 
     After all of the people heard the unofficial results, which indicated the winners and 
losers in the political races for Town Council, Meeks congratulated all of the winners 
and thanked all of the people who participated as candidates and voters. 
     Meeks said it is commendable for a person to be brave enough to run in an election. 
      There were 790 people registered to vote in Bronson, who could have voted, Clerk 
Miller said. 
     Of that there were 259 voters who were counted as making their choices at the 
precinct. Another 26 mailed in their ballots, and there were four voters who presented 
some question as to whether they were eligible to vote that day. 
     Rounding out, then, of the 790 eligible voters, about 290 voted in Bronson on Sept. 
10. 

 

 
Jason Hunt 
holds up a 
sign as part of 
his method to 
get voters to 
choose him 
on the ballot. 
He was out a 
good part of 
the day 
Tuesday 
across the 
street from at 
the Dogan 
Cobb 
Municipal 
Building, 
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Sherrie Schuler waves on election day. Candidates were lined up along 
Hathaway Avenue (U.S. Alt. 27) as they often do for the town elections. 
 

 
The James ‘Jim’ Beck team, including the candidate, waves from their place 
on the avenue. 
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Berlon Weeks (left) 
and Franklin 
Schuler stand 
together before the 
ballots are counted. 
Both men sought 
the same position, 
and both men were 
willing to provide 
the photo 
opportunity, 
reflecting that 
people in Bronson 
can be friendly even 
if they disagree 
about some aspects 
of political matters. 
 

 

 

 
Candidates Jason Hunt and Sherrie Schuler shake hands. These candidates 
ran against each other, but they were willing to show good sportsmanship 
in this competition. Here are two people leading by example. 
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Bronson Town Clerk Shirley Miller (left) poses with Levy County Supervisor 
of Elections Tammy Jones. 
 

 
Levy County Court Judge Tim Browning (left) shows the audience what is in 
the envelope. This is 26 absentee ballots submitted by mail. Meanwhile, 
County Commission Chairman John Meeks speaks with Bronson Town 
Councilwoman Beatrice Roberts (to the left and out of photo). 
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(from left) 
Bronson 
Deputy Town 
Clerk Melissa 
Thompson, 
Levy County 
Supervisor of 
Elections 
Tammy Jones 
and Bronson 
Town Clerk 
Shirley Miller 
accept the 
request to be 
models for a 
photo 
opportunity. 
These are 
three of the people who helped assure the election was 100 percent properly 
conducted. Miller is the supervisor of elections for town elections in 
Bronson as part of her duties as town clerk. 
 
 
Here’s the 
Canvassing 
Board, plus one. 
(from left) Levy 
County Court 
Judge Tim 
Browning, 
Supervisor of 
Elections Tammy 
Jones, Bronson 
Town 
Councilwoman 
Beatrice Roberts 
and Levy County 
Commission 
Chairman John Meeks pause for a photo moments after the ballots were 
counted and placed in a secure location. Browning, Roberts and Meeks are 
members of the Bronson Canvassing Board. The judge wanted to have 
Supervisor of Elections Jones in the picture. As he told the audience, she is 
the president of the Florida State Association of Supervisors of Elections – 
which includes the elections leaders from all 67 Florida counties. 
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Bronson Town Election Canvassing Board members (from left) Levy County 
Court Judge Tim Browning, Bronson Town Councilwoman Beatrice Roberts 
and Levy County Commission Chairman John Meeks pause for a photo 
moments after the ballots were counted and placed in a secure location. 
Browning, Roberts and Meeks are members of the Bronson Canvassing 
Board. 

 


