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Surgeon gives journalist green light for splint 
removal 

 
This photo shows the back side of Jeff Hardison’s healed left arm and wrist. 
This was the second time that wrist healed after it was broken. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 7, 2019 at2:49 p.m. 
     LEVY COUNTY – Dr. Jason T. Shinn, a surgeon with The Orthopaedic Institute, on 
Tuesday evening (Aug. 6) told journalist Jeff M. Hardison that a CT scan on Monday 
(Aug. 5) shows indications that the publisher is healing enough for him to quit wearing a 

splint on his left arm. 

 

 
The light-colored scar line 
seen traversing through 
the eagle tattoo reflects 
the excellent skill of the 
surgeon after he installed 
hardware in the arm. That 
line is almost invisible. 
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This dark area on the wrist facing a mirror reflects where the bones came 
out of the skin during the accident. The compound fracture forced the 
journalist to spend two days in a hospital to avoid infection complications. 
Relatively invisible there, is a scar from a slight incision required for 
surgery at that site. The tee-shirt says 'Make all the right moves at The St. 
Petersburg Chess Club.' (http://stpetersburgchessclub.com/ ) The tee-shirt 
is a 20th century model, having been obtained some time before 1999. 
 
     Hardison suffered from bones in his arm and wrist breaking Dec. 8, 2019. He fell on 
U.S. Highway 19 in Chiefland as he was running backwards to take a picture of a float 
and he tripped on a reflector. All of his weight and that of the equipment he was carrying 
went to one point as his left arm hit the highway. 
     He did not get that photo. 
     Dr. Shinn put a rectangular shaped metal plate, four screws and seven pins in the 
Ulna and wrist bones to hold them together. The bones did not fuse in the first 90 days, 
which allowed Blue Cross Florida to fund an Orthofix brand of bone-enhancement 
device. 
     Dr. Shinn said Tuesday that while a radiologist did not perceive the same level of 
bone fusing as the surgeon did, Dr. Shinn felt comfortable in telling the journalist that 
he could lift things without the use of the splint on his arm. All of the metal hardware 
was remaining intact and bone growth is detected, Dr. Shinn said. 
     Also, if the patient wanted, he could stop the three-hour nightly sessions of wearing 
the bone-growth enhancer, his orthopedic surgeon told him. 
     “That’s good news for me,” Hardison told Dr. Shin as he thanked the surgeon for his 
extraordinary and excellent work. 
     The writer-photographer chose to use the bone-enhancer during the evening 

http://stpetersburgchessclub.com/
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coverage of the Williston City Council on Tuesday night, though, because Hardison had 
carried the device through his afternoon visit to the Dixie County Public Library in Cross 
City, from whence he went to McDonald’s in Williston for supper before going to 
Williston City Hall for the meeting that night. 
     Dr. Shinn advised the patient to return to The Orthopaedic Institute in Gainesville in 
a few months for what should be a final X-ray of the totally healed bones. The metal 
hardware will remain in place. 
     “With this metal in my arm,” Hardison joked, “and with two sets of CT scans, and all 
of the other X-rays, I should have some sort of super powers now. I’ve read the comic 
books. I’ve seen the movies.” 
     This is the second set of metal hardware being placed in the man’s body. A larger 
metal plate and five screws were surgically placed in the then-teenager’s left femur to 
hold it together after a motorcycle crash in 1971. 
     This was the second time that wrist was broken, with the first being in Boca Grande 
decades ago. 
     This 2019 accident was the second time that arm was broken, too, with the first being 
in 1971 when Hardison was hit from behind by a drunken driver who plowed into a 
Honda motorcycle where the then high school student was riding on the back of it. 
     Hardison later broke his left clavicle during an unofficial bicycle race with his friend 
Mark Ferguson many decades ago in St. Petersburg. 
     Hardison’s lower two left leg bones were broken when the then-child was run over by 
a bicycle when he was in kindergarten. 
     “I’ve had some broken bones,” Hardison said. “From my perspective, they heal in six 
weeks. This time it took more than seven months. I guess healing takes longer when a 
person becomes older.” 
~ 

Below are four links to previous stories about this injury, which include X-
rays and a CAT scan. 
 
Daily news website owner suffers serious injuries; After two days, returns 
to work (Dec. 11, 2018) 
 
Journalist preps for 2019 (Jan. 26, 2019) 
 
Journalist learns about bone issue (March 24, 2019) 
 
Orthopedic surgeon orders CAT scan as publisher's bones mend (July 11, 
2019) 

 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2018/12/12-11-18-HardisonInk.com-Daily-news-website-owner.pdf
https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/1-26-19-hardisonink.com-journalist-preps-for-2019.pdf
https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/3-24-19-hardisonink.com-journalist-learns-about-bone-issue.pdf
https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2019/07/7-11-19-hardisonink.com-orthopedic-surgeon-orders-cat-scan.pdf

