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Dixie Bears beat Trenton Tigers with speed and 
defense, 34-8 

 
Dixie County's Chase Johnson (#2) runs an interception back for the Bears' 
first touchdown of the night. Kolton Hunt (#8) is shown behind Johnson. 
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     CROSS CITY -- The Dixie County Bears returned two interceptions for touchdowns 
early in the first quarter and went on to win big over the Trenton Tigers 34-8 Friday 
night (Aug. 30) in Cross City as varsity high school football is in full swing. 

 

 
Tiger 
quarterback 
Tyler Perry tries 
to spin out of an 
ankle tackle as 
the Dixie County 
defenses 
converges. 
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     For the Tigers, their night started off badly with Dixie’s two pick sixes, and it only got 
worse when a first quarter touchdown was called back for a penalty. 
     Bears Varsity Football Coach L.B. Cravey, a 2004 Dixie County High School graduate 
who played quarterback for former Bears Coach Brent Wilkerson, said his team’s speed 
was a factor in winning the game. 
     “We are very, very athletic," Cravey said. "We have a lot of skilled players, a lot of fast 
boys. We just played fast. That’s what we needed to see. We have speed all over the place 
from our quarterback to our fullbacks, to our wingbacks and our secondary, the boys are 
really fast.” 
     Coach Cravey said he felt his team played well, but was a little sluggish on offense. 
The team made a lot of mental errors with timing and that sort of thing, he added, but 
they will get together and work on issues in practice next week. 
     Dixie County is a team of relatively young players, but the Bears have seven seniors 
who are good leaders, Cravey said. 
     “I think this team will go as far as the seniors want to take us. We got great 
leadership, if they keep leading. We’ll take it one week at a time. We have seven seniors, 
seven hard-nosed football players, seven hard-nosed Dixie boys,” Cravey said. 
     Trenton High School Varsity Football Coach Bill Wiles said his team played with a 
great deal of heart despite the early mistakes that changed the flow of the game. 
     “In the first half we gave up two scores," Coach Wiles said. "We had one called back. 
So, you flip that, and the whole deal is different. Games are won and lost on mistakes 
and big plays. The easiest way to win a game is don’t lose it.” 
     Wiles said he doesn’t think the two interceptions for touchdowns early in the first 
quarter or the touchdown that was called back on a penalty changed the momentum of 
the game. 
     “Our kids kept fighting. I don’t think the momentum changed. It changed the game. 
Our kids fought their hearts out. Two weeks ago, our kids weren’t fighting. Now they’re 
fighting and I’m proud of them,” Wiles said. 
     Dixie County scored first when Chase Johnson intercepted a Trenton pass and 
returned it 70 yards for touchdown. The extra point failed. 
     On Trenton’s next possession, the Tigers drove the ball from their own 45 into the 
end zone only to have a touchdown pass called back on a penalty. 
     Things got worse for the Tigers when the Bears' Brenden Hall intercepted a Trenton 
pass and returned it 44 yards for a touchdown. The two-point conversion attempt failed. 
     The Bears scored again on an 8-yard run by Jaydon Malone with 5:55 left in the 
second quarter. Malone ran for the two-point conversion. 
     The Tigers' only break came late in the second quarter when a Dixie County punt was 
fumbled. The Tigers scored on a 21-yard pass to Tyrese Jackson. Trenton scored on the 
two-point conversion with a pass to Riley Buck. 
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Dixie County fullback Fitzgerald Warren (#15) hurdles a Trenton player on 
his way to a big gain. 
 
     In the second half, the Bears drove 49 yards on their first possession and scored on a 
15-yard run by Fitzgerald Warren, their punishing fullback. Malone trotted into the end 
zone on the two-point conversion with 5:09 left in the third. 
     Dixie County marched 41 yards in the fourth quarter to score their final touchdown 
on a 19-yard run by Sam Cannon. The two-point conversion failed. It was Dixie County’s 

final score of 
the night. 
 
 
The Bears' 
Sam Cannon 
uses his 
speed to 
outdistance 
two Trenton 
defenders 
for a 
touchdown. 
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Trenton's Jordan Fulmer (#5) is tripped by a Dixie County defender as he 
rounds the corner. 
 

 
Trenton receiver Tyrese Jackson finds himself wide open as he catches a 
touchdown pass. 

 


