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Hurricane News: 
Friday, Aug. 30 A.M. Update 

 
This graphic representation created by the National Hurricane Center today 
(Friday, Aug. 30) shows tropical storm force wind speed probability from 
very early today (Friday, Aug. 30) through very early on Wednesday (Sept. 
4). Windwise for the Tri-County Area, that shows a 60 to 70 percent chance 
of tropical storm force wind speed. Meanwhile, this area, especially the 
coastal counties of Levy and Dixie counties, has suffered from high 
stormwater levels, even to the extent of recovering from minor flood 
inconveniences. All Florida residents and visitors are now living in a 
declared state of emergency. Everyone is asked to act accordingly, including 
to attempt to show patience and care for one another. 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison Aug. 30, 2019 at 9:29 a.m. 
* Updated Aug. 30, 2019 at 1:09 p.m. 
     LEVY COUNTY – Hurricane Dorian shows a track has the storm potentially 
reaching a Category 4 storm by the time it makes landfall, which is currently seen as 
happening on the East Coast of Florida. 
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* This graphic created by the National Weather Service at its Tallahassee 
office shows the forecast as of 11 a.m. (Eastern) today (Friday, Aug. 30). 
 
     Dorian has slowed down significantly and is now looking like it may not affect Levy 
County until late Monday or even Tuesday, or possibly later than that, according to 
information from Levy County Emergency Management. 
     It is still too early to determine what the impacts to Levy County could be, but all 
residents, especially those affected by the recent floods are advised to make sure that 
they are prepared for the worst-case scenario. 
     “We are very aware that gas stations and stores are running out of supplies, but 
please be patient,” Levy County Emergency Management Assistant Director David 
Peaton noted in an email update on Friday morning (Aug. 30). “Supply lines are open all 
over the state and gas trucks and grocery store re-supply trucks are coming in as fast as 
they can. You can use the GasBuddy website at https://www.gasbuddy.com/ to find 
out the status of gas stations near you. 
     Sandbag locations are open throughout the county and a list of those locations can be 
found at https://levydisaster.com/. 
     Residents and visitors are encouraged to check their disaster kits and plans to make 
sure that they can withstand any potential effects from Dorian. 

https://www.gasbuddy.com/
https://levydisaster.com/
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     Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis yesterday (Thursday, Aug. 29), speaking from the 
Broward County Emergency Management Center, said he recommends people have a 
seven-day supply of food and water. He reminded all listeners that there is a potential 
for widespread electrical service outages. 
     Also yesterday (Thursday, Aug. 29), Gov. DeSantis declared all 67 Florida counties as 
being in a state of emergency. 
     For Levy County residents and visitors, the best local Emergency Management 
website is at https://levydisaster.com/ to find links to the latest information, sign up 
for emergency notifications, and find tools and links to keep them prepared. 
     For Dixie County residents and visitors, the best local Emergency Management 
website can be viewed by clicking HERE. 
    For the most up-to-date track and information, go to the National Hurricane Center's 
website at https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/ or visit the Levy County Emergency 
Management website at https://levydisaster.com/. 
     Residents and visitors to Levy County without Internet access may contact the 
Emergency Operations Center at 352-486-5155 or 352-486-5576 from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Business hours for telephone replies are extended during this time of increased need for 
that service. 

 

Williston police chief urges public to be prepared 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 29, 2019 at 4:09 p.m. 
     WILLISTON -- Williston Police Chief Dennis Strow said the Williston police and 
fire departments are urging residents and visitors of the area to take hurricane Dorian 
seriously. 
     The most recent forecast shows the county can expect some type of impact from 
Hurricane Dorian, Strow said, as it reaches landfall Monday or Tuesday. 
     As the storm gets closer, Strow said, updates will be given as to shelter locations. Due 
to the possibility of high winds in this area, the City of Williston is expecting power 
outages. After the wind subsides, City of Williston utility crews will work to restore 
power as soon as possible. It is not necessary to call to report power outages in 
Williston. 
     Williston first responders suggest that everyone use this time to obtain supplies. If 
you decide to seek shelter, do not wait until the last minute, Strow said. Once sustained 
winds reach 40 m.p.h., local first responders will seek shelter, and they will remain there 
until the danger has passed, Strow said. 
     The Rumor Control Hotline is 352-486-5155. 
     “Prepare for the worst and hope for the best,” Chief Strow said. 
 

 

 

https://levydisaster.com/
http://www.dixieemergency.com/Emergency_Management.cfm
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
https://levydisaster.com/
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Marion County announces sandbag operations and 
school sports schedule changes 

By MCSO Public Information Office 
Published Aug. 28, 2019 at 10:09 p.m. 
     MARION COUNTY -- As Marion County residents are preparing for a potential 
hurricane event, Marion County Emergency Management has announced sandbag 
operation locations. 
     Sandbags will be made available for residents starting Friday, Aug. 30, starting at 7 
a.m. Bags and sand will be provided. You will be required to fill your own bags. 
      Operations will run from 7 a.m. through 7 p.m. 
Locations: 
1. Wrigley Field – 405 County Road E. 316, Citra 
2. Belleview Sports Complex – 6501 S.E. 107th St., Belleview 
3. Dunnellon City Complex – 11924 Bostick St. 
City of Ocala 
1. Reilly Arts Center – 500 N.E. Ninth St., Ocala 
2. Ed Crosky Recreation Center – 1510 N.W. Fourth St., Ocala 
     Marion County Public Schools have announced the following changes for their 
scheduled football games: 
     Forest High at Lake Weir High now Thursday, JV @ 5:30 p.m. 30 minutes following 
this game, Varsity game takes place. 
     North Marion High v. Palatka now Thursday, 7:30 p.m. @ NMHS. JV game 
rescheduled for later. 
     West Port High v. Dunnellon High now Thursday, 7 p.m. @ WPHS. JV game 
rescheduled for later. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

CFEC prepares for Dorian 

Alison DeLoach, Communications Specialist  
Published Aug. 29, 2019 at 5:09 p.m. 
     TRI-COUNTY AREA -- As Hurricane Dorian gets closer to making landfall along 
Florida’s East Coast, Central Florida Electric Cooperative (CFEC) is already assembling 
a group of linemen and service restoration personnel to restore power if needed. CFEC 
has requested mutual aid through the Florida Electric Cooperative Association, which 
means that additional contractors and assistance from neighboring cooperatives will be 
ready to serve CFEC’s members as needed. 
     “We are making necessary preparations and have begun conducting meetings with 
staff regarding Hurricane Dorian,” said Ben Dawson, CFEC Vice President of 
Engineering and Operations. “We will continue preparing for the storm and urge our 
members to take the necessary precautions to be ready as well.” 
     Dawson added that CFEC has a well-stocked inventory of the material and equipment 
needed for making repairs, and vendors are prepared to send additional material and 
equipment if necessary. 
     Members can report power outages by calling 1-800-227-1302, visiting the website at 
www.CFEC.com or by accessing the mobile app, CFEC Connect. 

http://www.cfec.com/
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Power Restoration 
     During storm outages, CFEC prioritizes repairs to restore service to the greatest 
number of people in the least amount of time. Transmission lines and substations are 
repaired first, followed by main distribution lines that feed neighborhoods; tap lines and 
individual service lines are then repaired to restore power to members who may still be 
without electricity. 
     The following is additional information to prepare for the storm: 
     To sign up for “alert notifications” and for shelter information, check with local fire 
departments and your counties’ emergency management team. 
     • If someone in your household depends on electricity to operate needed medical 
equipment, make plans for alternate sources of power or alternate lodging. 
     • Determine safe evacuation routes. 
     • Have a first aid kit on hand, including prescription medication in adequate supply. 
     • Check emergency equipment, such as flashlights, generators and battery-powered 
equipment. Keep extra batteries on-hand. 
     • Invest in a battery/solar powered radio and cell phone charger. 
     • Stock several gallons of drinking water and non-perishable foods. 
     • Fill bathtubs with water to flush toilets. 

________________________________________ 

CKS ag students fill sandbags 

 
CKS Ag Class students fill sandbags to help people. 

 

Story By SR FFA Reporter Anna LaVoie-Ingram 

Photos by FFA member Jadyn Beckham. 

Published Aug. 30, 2019 at 9:49 a.m. 

     CEDAR KEY -- Today (Friday, Aug. 30), the students of Cedar Key School FFA Advisor and 

Agriculture Teacher Rachel Wetherington filled sandbags for the community in preparation for 

Hurricane Dorian. 
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     The first period class, with 12 students present, filled all 30 of the bags available at the 

sandbag loading site. 

     More bags have been brought to the preparation and distribution area, and the other three ag 

classes will be walking down from CKS, and filling more bags for community members. 

     Throughout the school day, as community members arrive when an ag class is there, the 

students will be happy to load your bags for you into your vehicle. 

 

 
Here are 11 CKS Ag Class students who filled sandbags first on Friday (Aug. 30). 

 

 


