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     CHIEFLAND – For at least 14 years now, rumors of a hospital being built in Chiefland have 

continued, and there was some activity by the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration in 

that regard – which led to nothing more than a sign being erected about a future hospital near 

Walmart. 

     The most recent version of this idea came in a letter from Nature Coast Business 

Development Council Executive Director David Pieklik. 

     In an Aug. 23 letter to Chiefland City manager Mary Ellzey, Pieklik noted that a cardiologist is 

working with Pieklik to bring a community hospital to Chiefland. 

     It would be located in the former building used by Nature Coast  (Citrus County) Hospice, 

which was formerly a retail outlet for used items, and it was connected to a former deli. 

     That location is just south of the medical professionals’ center where Palms Medical Group, 

Dr. Bill Martin - orthodontist and other interests have their facilities. 

     Pieklik asked for a letter of support from the city for the project, and the City Commission 

unanimously agreed to provide him with a letter of support. 

     Historically, the city leaders always have supported a hospital being put in Chiefland. 

     Pieklik said the plan is to open a clinic by October and the hospital would be within three 

years. The doctor is working to secure a loan through the USDA, which would allow the hospital 

to open sooner, Pieklik said. 

      There would be a surgical suite, certain specialists and 10 beds.  About 40 people would be 

employed when the hospital comes to fruition, Pieklik said. 

     Meanwhile, Jason Kennedy, owner of Complete Sleep and Furnishings previously has told the 

City Commission that an urgent care facility is looking at Kennedy’s former business location 

near Walmart to open there. 

     This April 22 story in HardisonInk.com explains what Quick Care may do. Click HERE to see 

that previous story. 
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