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Chiefland considers adding special fire 

assessment, again; 

 
(from left) Chiefland  Vice Mayor Tim West, City Commissioner Rollin Hudson, 

Mayor Chris Jones, City Commissioner Donald Lawrence and City Commissioner 

Norm Weaver prepare to start the meeting. 
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     CHIEFLAND – Mayor Chris Jones is leading the Chiefland City Commission to consider 

adopting a special assessment for fire service in the city, again. 

     This was the topic the City Commission spent the most time discussing Monday night (Aug. 

26). 

     Mayor Jones said he has suffered from “the media” allegedly noting somewhere before that 

he wanted to do away with Chiefland Fire Rescue. Jones said he wants everyone to be assured 

that is not his desire. When asked which “media,” Mayor Jones was silent. 

 

Chiefland Fire Chief 

James Harris said the 

city fire department will 

work within whatever 

monetary or other 

bounds the City 

Commission decides. It 

can even disband if that 

is what the City 

Commission rules. 

 

     Mayor Jones heard Fire 

Chief James Harris telling 

the city leaders that the fire 

department needs more 

funding. Jones has led the way in seeking more funding for the fire department. 
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     Meanwhile, Chiefland Planning Project Coordinator Belinda Wilkerson and Chiefland Fire 

Rescue Capt. Dwayne King have succeeded in obtaining tens of thousands of dollars for the CFR, 

including $36,000 for five airpacks. 

     City Commissioner Donald Lawrence made it clear on Monday night that he prefers to have 

everyone pay for city services, rather than the minority of property owners who have appraised 

values high enough to pay ad valorem property taxes. Lawrence also found a chance to state his 

opinion that he sees able-bodied young people who could work, not accepting jobs. 

     Vice Mayor Tim West is so much in favor of the added special assessment that he made a 

premature motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to move forward with steps required 

by law to enact this added special assessment. While Lawrence seconded the motion, the vote in 

that regard, though, was 4-1 rejecting the motion. Vice Mayor West was the sole voter in favor of 

his motion. 

 

 
City Manager Mary Ellzey tells the City Commission members what is needed to 

start a special assessment in the city limits to help fund the Chiefland Fire Rescue 

Department. 

 

     In regard to the potential special assessment for Chiefland city property owners to pay, City 

Manager Mary Ellzey opened the discussion by providing the City Commission with information 

it sought as it considers asking business and residential property owners to pay more on their 

tax bills to better fund the Chiefland Fire Rescue Department. 

     After the Aug. 6 City Commission meeting, where the city commissioners asked the city 

manager for information regarding a fire assessment in the city, City Manager Ellzey conducted 

research. 

     She found the first step is to adopt a non-ad valorem assessment resolution. Notification of 

the intent to adopt a proposed assessment must be sent to the offices of Levy County Property 

Appraiser Osborn “Oz” Barker, Levy County Tax Collector Linda Fugate and the Florida 

Department of Revenue, Ellzey said. 

     The next step after that is to advertise requests for proposals from consulting firms to 

conduct an assessment study to determine fee rates for the various interests – commercial, 
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residential, empty lots, etc., by square-foot for commercial or appraised taxable value, etc. 

     The exact cost for creating this new special assessment for fire service in Chiefland is 

unknown until the requests for proposals are received, Ellzey said. 

     A rough estimate she provided however for the study, legal notices, ordinances and 

implementation services was $25,000, and the estimate for legal services was $20,000 – for a 

total rough estimate of $45,000 to fund the start of the new special assessment to be paid by 

property owners in the city limits. 

     Ellzey let the currently sitting members of the City Commission know the city went through 

this process in 2011, but found the proposed fees would be insufficient and that special 

assessment then was not adopted. 

 

 
Attorney Blake Fugate said the law firm of Norm D. Fugate, which serves 

Chiefland, will have answers at the next City Commission meeting to help 

municipal leaders have a better grasp on potential revenue and costs related to the 

potential fire assessment in the city limits. City Attorney Norm D. Fugate provides 

his son as the stand-in attorney when he does not attend the Chiefland City 

Commission meetings. 

 

     Attorney W. Blake Fugate was serving in place of his father City Attorney Norm D. Fugate on 

Monday night to provide the municipal leaders with relevant insight. 

     Attorney Fugate answered a question from City Commissioner Rollin Hudson about why the 

city must inform the property appraiser, tax collector and Department of Revenue. Even before 

the special assessment figures are firm, Fugate said, those interests must be informed of the 
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city’s intent to impose the special assessment because of statutory requirements related to 

providing those interests with enough notice for Truth In Millage statements and other matters. 

     That’s when Commissioner Lawrence began his speech about “taxing everyone.” 

     “Is it going to fall back on the half of the property owners here (in the city) who continually 

pay the brunt of everything going on?” Lawrence asked. “Will this fire tax get everyone paying 

their fair share, instead of just raise it a little more so that we – certain property owners – are 

going to be paying it?” 

     Fire Chief Harris told Lawrence that is why this special assessment fee is non-ad valorem. 

     There was more discussion about churches, government housing, government-subsidized 

housing or other interests that do not pay taxes, and whether those interests could be tapped for 

the special assessment. 

     Commissioner Lawrence was quick to mention he has no qualms about “the elderly” having a 

certain amount of exemption from homesteaded ad valorem taxes. He is just bothered that “… 

young, able-bodied people out there who are supposed to be willing to work, but they’re not. 

And then here we are as taxpayers, we’re going to pay for them not working, and we’re paying 

their (special fire) assessment.” 

     Attorney Fugate said all of the exemptions will be part of the analyzation by a consulting firm, 

if the city moves to that point in this process. The attorney mentioned that the City of Inglis has 

a special assessment within its city limits for fire protection. 

     Mayor Jones then jumped the track on fire assessment as he brought up the question of first 

responder calls by the CFR for health issues. 

     Chief Harris explained that the funding provided to the city for CFR to respond to emergency 

service for health calls as first responders is deemed to be a duty of the fire department. The 

CFR, Cedar Key Volunteer Fire Department, Fanning Springs Fire Department, Bronson Fire 

Department and Williston Fire Rescue receive money from the Levy County Fire Assessment, 

but not from the Levy County EMS assessment. 

     The cities which cover areas of the county outside the city limits provide first responder 

medical care but not Advanced Life Support medical care. Chief Harris said the definition of first 

responder care by the fire department is not deemed as being eligible by the county for funding 

from the EMS special assessment it places on county taxpayers. 

     Mayor Jones asked about CFR not responding to health calls outside the city limits. A long 

discussion ensued, ending with everyone understanding this is not going to benefit the people of 

Levy County or of Chiefland to the point to consider it as a viable option now. 

     Back on the point of fire assessment fees being collected in the city, Fugate said Florida 

Statutes require the study be conducted before those fees are imposed to assure that the 

interests benefiting from the increased revenue are fairly assessed. 

     For the next meeting, the City Commission directed Fugate to return with information about 

the fees in Inglis and information from a study conducted for the City of Williston regarding 

Williston’s previous consideration of imposing a fire assessment. 

     With that information, the Chiefland City Commission can feel more comfort before moving 

forward with an expense of roughly of $45,000 before it collects the first dollars to pay for the 

CFR. 


