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Williston on the brink of hiring new city 
clerk; 
Levy County TDC Office Moves To Williston 

 
Latricia Wright is the heir apparent to the title of Williston City Clerk, 
however that was not final as of Tuesday night. 
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     WILLISTON – Nothing is so constant as change, and Williston moved forward with 
a couple of potentially progressive moves Tuesday night. 
     City Manager Scott Lippmann is following procedure to hire Latricia Wright as the 
next city clerk. She would be the person to replace former City Clerk Fran Taylor. 
     On Tuesday night, Wright again sat as the interim city clerk. 
     The City Council approved by a 5-0 vote on a motion by City Council Vice President 
Marguerite Robinson, seconded by City Councilman Justin Head, to lease the Williston 
City Annex Building to the Levy County Tourist Development Council for 10 years at $12 
per year. 
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Tourist Development Council Executive Director Tisha Whitehurst smiles 
after learning the Williston City Council agrees with a deal that the Levy 
County Board of County Commissioners approved earlier that same day 
(Tuesday, Aug. 20). 
 
     Tourist Development Council Executive Director Tisha Whitehurst was present to 
hear the positive vote. Whitehurst will have more room in this building, and the TDC 
will not have to share a structure with another county department. 
     This office also may have better curb appeal for visitors. The building currently shows 
it was the former home of the Williston Chamber of Commerce and the Williston 
Pioneer. 
     The Chamber of Commerce has office space at Williston City Hall now, and Carolyn 
Ten Broeck, editor of the Pioneer, mans the Chamber office part-time. The Pioneer no 
longer has an office in Williston. 
     In regard to other matters, the City Council is considering an offer from soon-to-
retire Deputy Police Chief Clay Connolly. Connolly offered the city an option rather than 
what exists in the employee manual in regard to health insurance for retiring city 
employees, which on its surface appears to save the city at least $10,000. 
     City Manager Lippmann and City Attorney Frederick L. Koberlein Jr. intend to confer 
on this matter and to be prepared to provide City Council with feedback at the next 
meeting. 
     Another matter, water drainage issues on Northwest Main Street and Third Avenue, 



HardisonInk.com 
remain unresolved. However, even with the abnormal rain amounts, there was not any 
more water retained at that intersection, the city’s utility director reported. 
     The City Council accepted a justice assistance grant to buy some body cameras for 
Williston Police Department officers. There is no cost to the city to purchase the 
cameras. 
     There was some discussion about hackers holding cities’ computer systems hostage 
for ransom. Lake City paid about $500,000 to the hackers who put a ransom on the 
city’s records. 
     Attorney Koberlein explained that even though the money is paid, cities who have 
been attacked by these interests lose some amount of records. Also, it can take weeks to 
restore city departments to be able to help residents and visitors of the city. 
     City Manager Lippmann said the city has a backup system that is off premises. The 
city also has insurance for a ransomware attack. 
     Nevertheless, as Attorney Koberlein mentioned, if this type of criminal attacks the 
city there is significant disruption and loss even with insurance. 


