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Williston holds open house at the new City Hall 

 
Williston City Council members (from left) Marguerite Robinson, Charles 
Goodman, Justin Head, Mayor Jerry Robinson, Council President Nancy 
Wininger and Elihu Ross host an open house at City Hall as well as 
celebrate the city's 90th anniversary. 
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     WILLISTON -- Williston residents and visitors enjoyed their first close-up look at 
the interior of the recently constructed City Hall during an open house event Saturday 

(June 8) that coincided 
with the city’s celebration 
of its 90th anniversary. 
     The city turned 90 on 
June 2. 
  

 

 
The front of City Hall 
is a classy mix of the 
old and the new. 
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A visitor to the Williston Council meeting room browses through literature 
at the dais. The council dais was part of the former Bronson council 
chambers but it fit well in the new council chambers. 

 
Visitors are treated to a lunch and refreshments in the City Hall Community 
Room. 
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Ahmes Askia and City Manager Scott Lippmann survey the map room. 
Askia said the new City Hall looks progressive. 

 
An old newspaper story on display at the open house discusses progress in 
the city. 
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Claudia and Kenneth Ward look at a table of memorabilia. They were 
impressed by City Hall. 
 
 
     People who toured the structure were favorably impressed by what they saw. 
     The 13,000 square-foot facility was a showcase for those who walked through its 
hallways for the first time. They saw a modern municipal building with ample space and 
an appealing design. 
City Hall has two WiFi networks to make it is more cyber secure. One of the WiFi 
networks is off limits to the general public to reduce the chance of a ransomware attack. 
     City Hall has its own Community Center directly opposite the Williston City Council 
meeting room. 
      “Amazing. Very impressed,” said Kenneth Ward of Williston. “I think it’s fantastic 
and it’s been needed for a while.” 
     His wife Claudia said the new building is important to the town. 
     “It shows it’s growing,” she said. “I never would have dreamed it would be that nice.” 
     Ahmes Askia of Williston had high praise for the building. 
     “I love this,” she said. “This seems so progressive.” 
     Sue Goodman was equally impressed. 
     “It’s beautiful. Did you ever see the old facility? It was very much needed,” she said. 
     City Manager Scott Lippmann’s office is smaller than his previous space at the old 
City Hall, but his new digs are equipped with computer software that will make it more 
efficient to process information with less paperwork. 
     Lippmann said plans are in place to install a document management system that 
eliminates much of the paperwork. The city will store most of its documents digitally. 
     Lippmann said the city will “never be paperless,” but the opposite is true now. 
     “’We are drowning in paperwork. The move into here has shown us how we are 
drowning in paper,” he said. 
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     Councilman Elihu Ross said he remembers the council debate on whether to convert 
the old school cafeteria to a city hall or build a new one. He couldn’t see sinking 
$50,000 into roof repairs and having no space for expansion. 
     Ross said he lived in Williston before the former City Hall was built and remembers 
Halloween carnivals, political rallies and other events on a field there before it was 
constructed. In his youth, he said, the original City Hall was the old wooden building 
that later served as a community center and voting precinct. The old wooden City Hall 
also stood at the site of the new facility. 
     “I said it’s always been the center of Williston and we ought to have the City Hall right 
in the center,” he said. “After a lot of thought, we decided to build one and tear the old 
one down. It was about to fall down anyhow.” 
     Ross said he believes the new building will be here for a long time to come. 
     “I’m very proud of it,” he said. 
     He said the City Council thought it would catch flak for constructing a new building, 
but the resistance wasn’t as bad as expected. He said people were aware the old building 
was deteriorating, especially people who came to pay bills. 
     City Council President Nancy Wininger said the council is thrilled with the new 
building. 
     “It shows Williston is up and coming. We want people here. We want businesses. We 
want residents here. We want everyone to feel welcome and building a building like this 
helps us achieve that,” she said. 

 


