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Chamber focuses on feeding starving children and 

protecting potential elderly fraud victims 

 
Jennifer Moore (left), a volunteer with Food4Kids that helps starving children in 

Alachua County and Levy County schools, accepts a check for $1,350 from 

Chiefland Chamber of Commerce President Lewrissa Mainwaring. 
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     CHIEFLAND -- A Chiefland Chamber of Commerce meeting focused on feeding starving 

children and protecting potential elderly fraud victims Friday (June 28). 

     Jennifer Moore, one of the volunteers with the Food4Kids program that feeds children during 

weekends by sending them home with backpacks full of meals, accepted a $1,350 check from the 

Chiefland Chamber. 

     Of the 887 children who took backpacks home each weekend during the previous school year 

as part of this program in Alachua County and Levy County, 136 were from Chiefland 

Elementary, Chiefland Middle School and Chiefland High School, Moore said. 
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     There were 113 children during the past school year who took backpacks home on weekends 

from Williston Elementary School and Williston Middle High School, Moore said. Joyce Bullock 

Elementary School was not mentioned. 

     Another 41 children from Bronson Elementary School took backpacks home during the past 

school year. There is a potential to expand the program to include children from Bronson 

Middle High School next year, thanks to one person at the Chamber meeting potentially 

volunteering to accept responsibility to organize the service at BMHS. 

     The other 597 children were from schools in Alachua County, Moore said. 

     The Food4Kids program started locally in Alachua County and then Levy County schools 

were added. Although every child in Levy County is given free lunches, children from extremely 

poverty-stricken homes have difficulty finding food during weekends. 

     Moore said she is grateful for the donation. The Food4Kids program needs more volunteers 

as well as funding for the coming school year. 

     For more information about the Food4Kids program, click HERE. 

 

Donna Moses of the 

Tampa office of 

Suncoast Federal 

Credit Union shares 

stories about 

members of that 

credit union who lost 

money to fraudsters 

or who were stopped 

from losing money as 

a result of tellers’ 

awareness of what to 

notice as a person 

tries to take out 

money in cash from their account. 

Fraud Alert 

     The keynote speaker at this luncheon meeting of the Chamber was Donna Moses of Suncoast 

Federal Credit Union. 

     Her topic was fraud committed against senior citizens, not just members at that credit union, 

but also bank clients, brokerage firm clients and anyone who has money. 

     Moses said members of this credit union are among the multitude of victims who fall for 

various scams. 

     The first thing everyone should know, she said, is that the Internal Revenue Service is not 

going to have an agent call anyone and demand payment. Some victims fall for the scam when 

the caller threatens to come to their business and arrest them, Moses said. 

     Moses gave examples of each form of fraud, although she said she could speak all day long 

about people being tricked out of their money. 

     One teacher checked out of school early, Moses said, went to the credit union and was going 

http://www.food4kidsfl.org/
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to take out thousands of dollars. The fraudster was on the cell phone with the victim the whole 

time, Moses said, including while the teacher was at the credit union to take money out of her 

account. 

     As the teacher was asked by the teller if anything was wrong, Moses said, the teacher quietly 

told the teller that the IRS was on the phone. The teller told her that is a scam, and the “IRS 

agent” hung up – never to bother the teacher again. 

     In addition to the IRS scam, there is the sweepstakes scam, the romance scam and the family 

member in trouble scam. 

     Thieves call unsuspecting people to say they have won a sweepstake but must pay the tax first 

to receive the money. Even though the victim never entered such a sweepstakes, he or she sends 

the caller money to “cover the taxes.” 

     As for the romance scam, Moses said there are many Internet dating sites. People connect 

with others. They build relationships, and then the fraudster sets the hook. 

     In one scam, a woman was asked to help a new lover’s business friend. Due to her “mistake” 

she sent millions of dollars instead of only the $850,000 the businessman wanted to transfer to 

an account. So, her lover-friend said she had to send $17,000 right away to defray the loss she 

caused. 

     Thieves who trick people are becoming better versed in their lines and performances as they 

speak on the telephone or write and video chat via the Internet, Moses said. Many people after 

having become the victims of a scam or fraud do not report it to law enforcement agencies, not 

only because of the probability of those agents being unable to capture the crooks, but from the 

embarrassment of having fallen for what – on second look by the victims – is an obvious scam. 

     Among the easiest targets for these lying thieves are people who are naïve, lonely or are less 

mentally alert to the wiles of sneaky, deceitful, evil criminals. 

     The Federal Trade Commission offers 10 things to do to avoid fraud. 

     Crooks use clever schemes to defraud millions of people every year. They often combine new 

technology with old tricks to get people to send money or give out personal information. Here 

are some practical tips to help a person stay a step ahead, according to the FTC. 

     Following is a verbatim copy of the top 10 methods to avoid schemes, as published by 

the FTC. 

     1 Spot imposters. Scammers often pretend to be someone you trust, like a government 

official, a family member, a charity, or a company you do business with. Don’t send money or 

give out personal information in response to an unexpected request — whether it comes as a 

text, a phone call, or an email.  

     2 Do online searches. Type a company or product name into your favorite search engine 

with words like “review,” “complaint” or “scam.” Or search for a phrase that describes your 

situation, like “IRS call.” You can even search for phone numbers to see if other people have 

reported them as scams. 

     3 Don’t believe your caller ID. Technology makes it easy for scammers to fake caller ID 

information, so the name and number you see aren’t always real. If someone calls asking for 

money or personal information, hang up. If you think the caller might be telling the truth, call 

back to a number you know is genuine. 

     4 Don’t pay upfront for a promise. Someone might ask you to pay in advance for things 

like debt relief, credit and loan offers, mortgage assistance, or a job. They might even say you’ve 
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won a prize, but first you have to pay taxes or fees. If you do, they will probably take the money 

and disappear. 

     5 Consider how you pay. Credit cards have significant fraud protection built in, but some 

payment methods don’t. Wiring money through services like Western Union or MoneyGram is 

risky because it’s nearly impossible to get your money back. That’s also true for reloadable cards 

(like MoneyPak or Reloadit) and gift cards (like iTunes or Google Play). Government offices and 

honest companies won’t require you to use these payment methods. 

     6 Talk to someone. Before you give up your money or personal information, talk to 

someone you trust. Con artists want you to make decisions in a hurry. They might even threaten 

you. Slow down, check out the story, do an online search, consult an expert — or just tell a 

friend. 

     7 Hang up on robocalls. If you answer the phone and hear a recorded sales pitch, hang up 

and report it to the FTC. These calls are illegal, and often the products are bogus. Don’t press 1 

to speak to a person or to be taken off the list. That could lead to more calls. 

     8 Be skeptical about free trial offers. Some companies use free trials to sign you up for 

products and bill you every month until you cancel. Before you agree to a free trial, research the 

company and read the cancellation policy. And always review your monthly statements for 

charges you don’t recognize. 

     9 Don’t deposit a check and wire money back. By law, banks must make funds from 

deposited checks available within days, but uncovering a fake check can take weeks. If a check 

you deposit turns out to be a fake, you’re responsible for repaying the bank. 

     10 Sign up for free scam alerts from the FTC by clicking HERE. 

     Get the latest tips and advice about scams sent right to your inbox. 

     If you spot a scam, report it by clicking HERE. 

     Your reports help the FTC and other law enforcement investigate scams and bring crooks to 

justice. 

     As for the Chiefland Chamber of Commerce meeting on Friday, a catered buffet lunch was 

available, funded by Suncoast Federal Credit Union. Suncoast Federal Credit Union, with 

corporate offices in Tampa, is different from SunState Federal Credit Union, with its corporate 

offices in Gainesville. 

    Paige Brookins, owner of The Gathering Table of Chiefland brought large, chilled 

strawberries, decorated with a thinly-coated red, white and blue frosting as sample of some of 

the many types of food her catering service offers. 

     Brookins said many people know about her restaurant, but she wanted everyone to know 

about her catering service as well. This special strawberry dessert was brought to each person at 

the event as a surprise, which was in addition to the banana pudding dessert offered by the 

company that catered the lunch funded by the credit union that day. 

     The meeting was held at the Community Building of Haven, which was formerly named 

Haven Hospice. This hospice group formerly had a care center in Chiefland for patients. 

     Haven not only has its Community Building available for rent, but it has The Attic, a retail 

outlet for the resale of used items, which helps pay for costs incurred by people using Haven’s 

services at the end of their lives. 

https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/features/scam-alerts
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#crnt&panel1-1

