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Bronson stalls dismantling BPR; 
Seeks more volunteers 

 
Sherrie Schuler explains to the Bronson Town Council that she knows students 

and faculty at Bronson Middle High School who can become more involved with 

concession stand sales at the town park. She knows the BPR concession operations 

can succeed because school-based volunteers have performed this action during 

basketball games at the old Bronson High School gym. 
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     BRONSON -- Led by an effort from Bronson Town Councilman Berlon Weeks, a move to 

have the town surrender organized team sports for children to a pure-volunteer organization 

was tabled Monday night (June 17). 

     The Bronson Parks and Recreation (BPR) department that came into existence five years ago 

after the Town Council accepted the reins from the former Bronson Youth League (BYL), is on 

the edge of being dismantled. One couple has even taken the preemptive step of filing with the 

Florida Secretary of State to create a volunteer group to accept the duties, similar to the former 

BYL. 

     As far as Bronson Town Council members wanting to maintain the BPR, only Town 

Councilwoman Beatrice Roberts was willing Monday night to express her opinion to keep BPR. 

Vice Mayor Jason Hunt was quick to second Weeks' apparently premature motion to dissolve 

BPR and give those duties to a group that had not yet been ratified by the Florida Department of 

State as existing. 
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Town Councilman Berlon Weeks hears more than one member of the audience 

indicate their belief that if he ran for election in the town elections set for 

September, the majority of voters would choose another candidate if some other 

candidate qualified and ran against him. Weeks is one of two people appointed to 

Town Council after Mayor Bruce Greenlee and Town Councilwoman Katie Parks 

resigned. Weeks’ singular stated reason for doing away with BPR is to take the 

operation out of town government control. He has said he believes this will help 

the town budget as he attempts to reduce ad valorem property taxes in the town. 

 

 
Bronson Vice Mayor Jason Hunt, whose revelation that enough evidence existed to 

show reason to believe former Town Councilwoman Katie Parks lived outside the 

town's borders is what apparently triggered her to resign, was quick to second 

Councilman Berlon Weeks' motion to disband the Bronson Parks Recreation 

involvement with organized sports teams for children, and to have that function be 

performed by a non-government entity. 
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Bronson Mayor Robert Partin tries to bring decorum to meetings, succeeding to 

some extent Monday night. 

 

 
Bronson Town Councilwoman Beatrice Roberts expresses her continued support 

for keeping the 5-year-old BPR. 
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Former Bronson Youth League Treasurer Donna Reinstra favors keeping the BPR 

as it is, rather than returning to a volunteer group that runs sports teams for 

children in Bronson. She sees the BPR as being far more effective than the BYL 

from years gone by. She is actively seeking volunteers to help the BPR stay intact 

as a town government department. 

 

 

Shane Schuler 

tells the Town 

Council that he 

believes the 

government-run 

BPR is the best 

method for 

Bronson to keep 

its youth sports 

teams growing. 

BPR is a starting 

point for 

children who 

grow up and 

play at Bronson 

Middle High 

School on its teams, he said, where they continue learning and improving their 

sports skills. 

     As far as Bronson Town Council members wanting to maintain the BPR, only Town 

Councilwoman Beatrice Roberts was willing Monday night to express her opinion to keep BPR. 
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Vice Mayor Jason Hunt was quick to second Weeks' apparently premature motion to dissolve 

BPR and give those duties to a group that had not yet been ratified by the Florida Department of 

State as existing. 

 
Bronson Town Councilman James Beck shares his views. Beck is one of two people 

appointed to Town Council after Mayor Bruce Greenlee and Town Councilwoman 

Katie Parks resigned. 

 

     Town Councilman James Beck sees BPR Director Curtis Stacy as an asset for the town, even if 

he no longer heads the organized children’s sports teams functions as the BPR leader. 

     A two-hour workshop before the Town Council regular meeting brought few results once the 

regular meeting started -- other than tabling final action. 

 

 

BPR Director Curtis 

Stacy shares his views. 

At one point during the 

meeting, he told Town 

Council members that it 

is his opinion that 

Councilman Berlon 

Weeks on occasion has 

intimidated town 

workers, even to the 

point of at least one 

town worker shedding 

tears. 
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One of the people speaking to the audience rather than the Town Council reflects 

how people do not understand the rules of decorum Bronson Mayor Robert Partin 

has repeatedly shared. Mayor Partin said that everyone can speak, however if 

everyone speaks at the same time, no person is given the right to express his or her 

opinion for others to hear.  

 

     On June 29, starting at 9 a.m., however, the town leaders are calling upon residents and 

visitors to be at the James H. Cobb Park (Bronson Youth Complex) for a day of cleaning it up. 

During that time, people also may volunteer to help the BPR -- or whatever volunteer non-

government group -- is formed for the organized sports teams of children’s baseball, softball, 

basketball, flag football and possibly soccer. 

     Weeks said he wants to get the town government out of the parks and recreation business, 

because he thinks too many out-of-town parents are using town taxpayers' funding for a 

babysitting service. 

     Weeks also sees this “freebie” for some children and parents as being “socialist.” 

     Weeks said there are 1,000 town residents and 8,000 out-of-town residents who use the 

park. 

     The Levy County Board of County Commissioners gives Bronson funding annually to help 

with recreation, as it distributes an equal amount to each of the five districts in the county for 

recreation. Therefore, the residents from the unincorporated area contribute tax dollars to the 

town for that purpose, just as the in-town taxpayers. 

     As for previous claims by Weeks that there was an $85,000 deficit in the BPR, during its five-

year start, that was completely inaccurate. The budget for BPR has essentially broken even for 

revenue generated from fees for the sports programs. 

     Town Clerk Shirley Miller has shown the Town Council figures to prove that BPR is almost 

showing a complete balance of income versus expenses. 
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      Weeks, though, is a self-proclaimed "conservative" who says the town government should 

provide less monetary support for the children to enjoy sports teams at James H. Cobb Park. He 

has stated that he wants to lower taxes by providing fewer services. 

     The man is clearly holding strong to Republican Party platforms to get the town government 

out of providing for parks and recreation facilities, especially for children involved in sports, 

except to the minimal level of mowing and other maintenance. Instead of taxpayers funding this 

service, Weeks wants non-government leadership to fund and operate children’s organized 

sports teams in the town of Bronson. 

     The cry for volunteers to sign up June 29 may not be enough to save BPR, as far as the 

intimation from Town Council seemed Monday night. 

     And one nay-sayer from the audience at the Town Council meeting reminded listeners that 

just because a person from Bronson signs his or her name to an agreement to serve does not 

mean that person will keep his or her word as a volunteer. 

     From the words that were said, or yelled, sometimes from the podium and sometimes from 

the audience, and sometimes with two or more people speaking loudly at once, another issue – 

beyond good manners and respect for others – is the lack of parental support for programs. 

     This relatively uncivilized, hostile method of having a meeting where people do not respect 

each other enough to speak one at a time, and not attempt to yell over what another person is 

trying to say, appears to have become the Bronson cultural norm. 

     Mayor Robert Partin gained some semblance of order for short periods of time Monday night 

by pounding a gavel so hard it is a wonder that it did not break. 

     One of the most common concepts shared, again, Monday night is that Bronson area parents, 

grandparents and other guardians of children are simply dropping off children, and driving 

away from the park; and sometimes adults are even late picking up the children after practices 

or games. 

     One former method of operations by BPR at games that the Town Council halted was for 

town employees to earn overtime pay tending the concession stand during games. 

     Another call for volunteers, beyond the June 29 call, is expected to happen before the launch 

of fireworks on the Fourth of July. While the crush of humanity descends on the park just before 

the fireworks, some years there have been people visiting various vendors at the park from 6 

p.m. until the launch of the fireworks soon after dark – after 9 p.m. 

     This year, a plaque is scheduled to be dedicated to Robbie Blake and other founders of the 

park who helped secure a government grant to buy the land for the people of Bronson. 

     There will be another Bronson Town Council meeting between June 29 and July 4, at which 

time there may be a motion, second and a majority vote to dissolve the town's BPR and give 

those duties over to the proposed Bronson Youth Sports Inc. group. 

     One argument by people desiring to give the BPR at least one more year of existence is that 

Weeks and Beck were appointed rather than elected due to former Mayor Greenlee and former 

Town Councilwoman Parks resigning. Such a big change in how the town operates in regard to 

providing an outlet for youth sports, those advocates say, should occur by a Town Council that is 

elected by a majority of qualified, active voters. 

     Another argument to let the BPR continue as is results from people who see this reversion as 

being the nail in the coffin for youth sports teams in Bronson, causing those children and 

parents to participate in Chiefland, Williston, Newberry and elsewhere. 



HardisonInk.com 
     When people who want the BPR to continue on Monday night requested a year to find more 

volunteers, including for the concession stand duty, Councilman Weeks replied by saying the 

BPR has had five years to do that. Weeks is the town leader who most wants to abolish the BPR. 

Councilwoman Roberts is the town leader who wants to keep the BPR, while striving to improve 

its current methods of operation. 

     Several residents and visitors gave strong speeches on both sides of the issue Monday night. 

     As is often the case for Bronson Town Council during at least the past 14 years, however, the 

matter was tabled, especially since an official organization to take over BPR duties had not been 

ratified by the Florida Department of State as of Monday night. 


