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Congressman honors
fallen deputies at Annual Law Day

Congressman Neal Dunn shakes hands with Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz
after presenting the American flag flow over the United States Capitol on the first
anniversary of the murder of two Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office deputies. Dunn
and Schultz are seen here joined by other leaders who hosted the 19th Annual
W.O. Beauchamp Jr. Law Day on Friday (May 3). The leaders seen during the
opening ceremony of the annual event are (from left) Levy County Sheriff Bobby
McCallum, Eighth Judicial Circuit Public Defender Stacy Scott, (Rep. Dunn, Sheriff
Schultz), Gilchrist County Court Judge Sheree Lancaster, Eighth Judicial Circuit
State Attorney William Cervone and Levy County Court Judge Tim Browning.
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LEVY COUNTY – It’s tough putting a number on the Annual W.O. Beauchamp Jr. Law
Day, because its roots go back to the early 1970s – even before it was known as Ishie Day.

This banner is part of the welcome for all of the guests on Friday afternoon (May
3).
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https://youtu.be/fMRixAMdncA
In this video, Gilchrist County Court Judge Sheree Lancaster introduces U.S. Rep.
Neal Dunn, who then presents a particular American flag to Gilchrist Sheriff
Robert ‘Bobby’ Schultz III. The sheriff thanks the congressman and speaks to the
people in the audience. Luther Beauchamp, brother of the W.O. Beauchamp Jr.,
shares some thoughts from his perspective. Then each of the other hosts at the
19th Annual W.O. Beauchamp Jr. Law Day. Dragonflies are seen flying back and
forth during the video. These bugs eat smaller flying insects, protecting the people
from those little flying pests at this event.

The cake made for the day is seen here before being cut into pieces and devoured.

These cookies are the
work of a BubbaQue’s
worker.
This year, the event on
Friday afternoon (May 3)
may properly be tagged the
19th Annual W.O.
Beauchamp Jr. Law Day –
even though the first such
event probably happened in
1973 or so.
Despite one offsite
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celebration one year (held at the riverside home of Gilchrist County Court Judge Sheree
Lancaster) as extensive renovations occurred at the most established site of the event, the 19th
annual tag results from backtracking the years when it did happen in the very place where the
celebration was held on Friday.
In its infancy, there were other places for the event. However, since the first recognized Ishie
Day, and then the first W.O. Beauchamp Jr. Law Day, this annual event to honor efforts by
people who protect lives and property through the enforcement and administration of laws has
evolved to where it stands now.
Some traditions of this Law Day remained the same during Friday’s event.
Nonetheless, this year, there were a couple of strong factors to add to the whole occasion held
again in the community of Fowler’s Bluff next to the Suwannee River.
One strong new component of the occasion was the presence of a member of the United
States House of Representatives -- who was there to make a presentation.
Another alteration from decades gone by is the style of the structures and ownership of what
has become a relatively hallowed ground for members of the justice community in Levy and
Gilchrist counties.
This property has become the place to go each first Friday in May for certain people involved
with the arrests of suspects; the prosecution and defense of those accused individuals; the
administration of justice and the adjudication and rulings in regard to criminal and civil state
law cases in these two counties of the Eighth Judicial Circuit.
There are 20 judicial circuits for Florida’s 67 counties. The counties other than Gilchrist and
Levy in the Eighth Judicial Circuit are Alachua, Baker, Bradford and Union counties.
As has been the case for several years now, the keynote hosts were Levy County Sheriff Bobby
McCallum, Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz, Eighth Judicial Circuit State Attorney
William Cervone, Eighth Judicial Circuit Public Defender Stacy Scott, Levy County Court Judge
Tim Browning and Gilchrist County Court Judge Sheree Lancaster.

Eighth Judicial Circuit
Public Defender Stacy Scott
stands behind her son Colt
Scott, 9.
The opening ceremony
started with the Pledge of
Allegiance, led by Sheriff
McCallum. Colt Scott, the 9year-old son of Public Defender
Stacy, held the American flag
through the pledge, the opening
prayer and the presentation by
the congressman.
Florida Department of
Corrections Chaplain Barry
Beauchamp (now of
Tallahassee) gave the blessing.
Barry Beauchamp brought his
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boss Johnny Earl Frambo of the DOC Chaplaincy Service, with its headquarters in Tallahassee.
Barry Beauchamp is the nephew of Luther Beauchamp. Luther Beauchamp is the brother of
the late Levy County Judge W.O. Beauchamp Jr.
Barry Beauchamp, by the way, proposed to his wife Beth on the very doorsteps of that nowrenovated riverside house in Fowler’s Bluff in December of 1993; and they were married in
December of 1994.
United States Rep. (Dr.) Neal Dunn (R-District 2 Florida) is the member of Congress who
brought one new aspect to the fried fish luncheon extravaganza this year.
Florida's 2nd Congressional District is the largest congressional district in Florida by land
area. It consists of all of Bay, Calhoun, Dixie, Franklin, Gilchrist, Gulf, Jackson, Lafayette, Levy,
Liberty, Suwannee, Taylor, Wakulla and Washington counties, and portions of Columbia,
Holmes, Jefferson, Leon and Marion counties.
Most of the territory now in the 2nd Congressional District was the 9th District from 1963 to
1983.
Rep. Dunn, who is a medical doctor as well as a congressman, presented a flag to Gilchrist
County Sheriff Bobby Schultz. That American flag flew over the United States Capitol on April 19
of this year. Rep. Dunn said it was designated specifically in honor of the one-year anniversary
of the day when the terrible tragedy hit in Gilchrist County.
Will Kendrick, a former state representative, is Dr. Dunn’s righthand man, and he
transported the United States representative to the event. As Dr. Dunn thanked Gilchrist County
Court Judge Lancaster for her introduction, he said Kendrick not only brought him to this
annual celebration, but Kendrick brought him to be reelected.
On a more somber note, Rep. Dunn paid tribute to the two fallen Gilchrist County deputies
during this Law Day luncheon.
It was April 19, 2018, when GCSO Sgt. Noel Ramirez, 29, and Deputy Taylor Lindsey, 25,
were sitting and dining a restaurant in Trenton when a cowardly gunman opened fire without
warning.
After Gilchrist County Sheriff Schultz accepted the flag, the certificate of its authenticity and a
written record of comments made on the House floor in regard to those on-duty slain law
enforcement officers, Sheriff Schultz told all of the law enforcement officers in the crowd that he
is honored to serve among them.
“I look across this crowd,” Sheriff Schultz said, “and I know a whole lot of y’all, if not all of
y’all, participated and helped our office and our county in a very dire time. And I really
appreciate all that you’ve done – all that you continue to do.
“And for all of you,” he continued, “all of you heroes out there, don’t listen to the narrative
(that says something other than law enforcement officers are heroes). You are heroes. You are
put in this position for a reason. It is a calling. And I am very grateful to work with you on a dayin and day-out basis.”
Before people dined on the deep-fried fish, hush puppies, grits, swamp cabbage and other
delicious food, there was that opening event, where Rep. Dunn presented the flag, its certificate
of authenticity and a copy of his remarks made on the floor of the House in this regard.
As is tradition, though, there was the more specific opening messages for Law Day, where the
two counties’ judges, the two sheriffs for Levy and Gilchrist counties and the judicial circuit’s
state attorney and public defender shared a few words.
For many years, former Levy County Court Judge Joseph Smith provided a very eloquent
(albeit a bit lengthy) opening speech at this annual event. Judge Smith is the predecessor of
Judge Browning.
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Here, Luther Beauchamp, brother of the late Judge W.O. Beauchamp Jr.,
expresses his gratitude for Luther Drummond allowing his family and others to
celebrate the Annual W.O. Beauchamp Jr. Law Day on property previously owned
by the Beauchamp family. He mentioned how significantly Drummond improved
the property by renovating it completely. Standing behind Luther Beauchamp are
(from left) Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum, Eighth Judicial Circuit Public
Defender Stacy Scott, Levy County Court Judge Tim Browning, Gilchrist County
Sheriff Bobby Schultz, U.S. Rep. Neal Dunn, Gilchrist County Court Judge Sheree
Lancaster and Eighth Judicial Circuit State Attorney William Cervone.
Levy County Court Judge Browning served as the emcee, as is tradition because he is the
sitting Levy County Judge. (By the way, Levy County is one of the Florida counties with only one
county judge.)
Beyond the honorable ceremony by Rep. Dunn for Sheriff Schultz and the GCSO, the other
new, stark and beautiful change in respect to this yearly gathering next to the Suwannee River in
Fowler’s Bluff, are the improvements to the property previously owned by the Beauchamp
family.
Luther Drummond, the new owner, renovated the huge outdoor pavilion area, the dock, the
separate kitchen and dining area, and the inside and outside of the brick house that was once the
riverside retreat for the now late Levy County Judge W.O. Beauchamp Jr.
Gilchrist County Court Judge Lancaster, who introduced Rep. Dunn, was joined by Levy
County Court Judge Browning, Luther Beauchamp and others who all mentioned their
appreciation of Drummond allowing everyone to use this facility this year for Law Day.
As Judge Browning continued the more traditional opening, he thanked Drummond for
allowing the many people to use his property for Law Day, and Judge Browning said the late
Judge Beauchamp was a wonderful human being.
As has been the custom for a long time, Browning asked the audience to applaud the many
people who cooked the food.
Among the many cooks this year were the fried fish team -- Levy County Undersheriff W.O.
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“Brett” Beauchamp III (the son of the man for whom this Law Day event is named); Scott
Tummond; Charles Miller; Bobby Tison and Todd Horne.

Members of the fried-fish cooking team perform their duties.

Levy County Undersheriff W.O. 'Brett' Beauchamp III (right) helps bread fish at
the luncheon named after his father.
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U.S. Rep. Neal Dunn holds a thumb up near the fried-fish cooking area.
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Roy Jones (left) and Shawn OSteen cook hush puppies. In the top picture, Frank
McKoy is seen (in the background on the right) pointing at an old friend -- Bill
Godwin.
There was the hush puppy team – Roy Jones and Shawn Osteen. Leading this year’s grits
team was Levy County Property Appraiser Osborn “Oz” Barker.
The swamp cabbage team (all of whom are members of the Florida Forest Service, and all are
wildland firefighters) David Carter, John Hatch, Ben Beauchamp and Patrick Hathcox brought
this cooked delicacy for the enjoyment of diners.
Swamp cabbage is the fruit of the royal palm tree, cooked. There are some number of recipes
for swamp cabbage and this version is from Carter.

Swamp Cabbage team members (from left) John Hatch, Ben Beauchamp, David
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Carter and Patrick Hathcox are seen near the deep-fry area.
Other workers who provided food were members of the BubbaQue’s chain of restaurants, and
there were still others.
Servers and other supporters were comprised of a large group of anonymous volunteers and
other more known public servants such as Judge Browning, State Attorney Cervone, Judge
Lancaster, Sheriff McCallum, Sheriff Schultz and Public Defender Scott. Those leaders served
food to diners and assured tables were set, seats were placed for all of the guests as well as
providing access to the press corps at this event.
The meals were served buffet style.
Before the mass of attendees got in line for food, though, the opening statements were made.
Luther Beauchamp said he and his family are thankful for continuing to honor the legacy of
his brother the late Levy County Judge W.O. Beauchamp Jr.
Luther Beauchamp brought two of his sisters to the Law Day event. Joining Luther
Beauchamp were sisters Ovieda Bishop and Frances Parnell.
Luther Beauchamp, formerly a practicing attorney and now more of a keynote speaker, often
uses his height as a source for some of his very funny jokes and narratives. While Sheriff
Schultz’s relatively tall stature makes him easy to find in a crowd, the opposite is true for casual
observers looking for Luther Beauchamp.
The intelligent and quick-witted Judge Browning may have been joking when he asked the
crowd “Has anybody seen Luther Beauchamp?” before he introduced this member of that
family.
As for the who’s who of being at the event, there was a relatively strong showing this year.
And the list is too long to note, especially to avoid hurting anyone’s feeling by not having noticed
their presence.

TRADITION
One man who has been to more of these Law Day events than anyone else was there Friday.
Frank McKoy enjoyed the 2019 Law Day, as he has for years.
For many, many years, McKoy was part of the cooking team. He was working as part of the
team this year too. This retired Levy County Sheriff’s Office deputy shared the origin of Law Day
with HardisonInk.com at this annual event five years ago.
McKoy may again have been the only man at the luncheon this year who was at the first-ever
event. Most of the founders have passed away since the start of the fun in the 1960s, he said.
McKoy previously shared information about the roots of what became Ishie Day, and then
evolved into Law Day.
“Before it was Ishie Day, it started with young people coming to the river, catching some fish
and cooking them at the landing,” McKoy said. “Norwood Ishie was the custodian and he had a
baseball team. When it first started, there wasn’t a single law enforcement officer out here for
it.”
(During one of his long speeches, former Levy County Judge Smith noted the humility and
fine work ethic of Ishie.)
Billy Cobb, Weeks Asbell, Jerry Ward and Mack McKoy started the event, Frank McKoy said.
His brother Mack brought Frank McKoy along.
Frank McKoy said it was a year or so after the first annual event, which happens on the
second Friday in May, that Ishie joined the group of fishermen. Early on, too, there were no
women at this event, McKoy mentioned in passing.
This event, which was eventually named in honor of the late Levy County Judge W.O.
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Beauchamp Jr., moved to its current location, where it has been for at least 19 years.
Five years ago, Luther Beauchamp told HardisonInk.com that the founding event may have
started about 1973, or soon after his brother W.O. Beauchamp became judge.
Frank McKoy said eventually Judge Beauchamp noticed the group was growing with more
and more people from the courthouse going to it back then.
“Judge Beauchamp said he liked the idea,” McKoy said five years ago. “He said, ‘Hey, let me
be a part of that.’ The Beauchamp family has been very gracious about letting us use their
property each year.”
And this year, with Luther Drummond being the new owner, it still was able to happen.
In 1987, Frank McKoy joined the LCSO as a deputy. He had been cooking at Law Day every
year, up until 2014. That year, he said there seemed to be enough help, so he stepped aside.
During the 2019 Annual W.O. Beauchamp Jr. Law Day, Frank McKoy enjoyed helping in the
food preparation as well as the camaraderie everyone has come to know at this social celebration
for people to honor the memory of the late Levy County Judge Beauchamp, and to honor the
continuation of living in a nation where people live together in peace according to the rule of
law.

Gloria Hastings, administrative assistant for Levy County Court Judge Tim
Browning, stands with Cedar Key Police Chief Virgil Sandlin to provide a photo
opportunity
when requested.

Former Levy
County
Superintendent
of Schools
Robert Hastings
(left) and Levy
County
Superintendent
of Schools Jeff
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Edison greet each other.

U.S. Rep. Neal Dunn (left) speaks with Levy County Commission Chairman John
Meeks.

Captured on a digital record seconds after providing photo ops to a couple of other
photographers, some of the stars of the afternoon are seen here. They are (from
left) Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz, Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum,
U.S. Rep. Neal Dunn, Gilchrist County Court Judge Sheree Lancaster, and Levy
County Court Judge Tim Browning.
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Will Kendrick (left) speaks with Levy County Commission Chairman John Meeks.

Emily Hallman (left), a Chiefland High School graduate (among the multi-awardwinning softball players from CHS) and a student at Jacksonville University, poses
with Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones and Levy County Court
Judge Tim Browning. She is the daughter of John Hallman of the United States
Marshal’s Office. The young lady said she was happy to visit her hometown.
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District Commander of Florida Highway Patrol Troop B Capt. Barry Tierney (left)
and Florida Department of Law Enforcement Resident Agent In Charge Chad
Brown of the Jacksonville Regional Operations Center’s Gainesville Field Office
are among the many state law enforcement officers at the event.
(The other FDLE field office connected with Jacksonville’s regional office is in St.
Augustine. Other FDLE regional centers in addition to the one in Jacksonville are
in Ft. Myers, Miami, Orlando, Pensacola, Tallahassee and Tampa).
(As for the FHP presence and connections, FHP Maj. Eileen Powell is the FHP
Troop B commander. Capt. Mike Burroughs and Capt. Gregory S. Lamont are the
other two FHP Troop B district commanders in addition to Capt. Tierney. FHP Lt.
Patrick Riordan is that troop’s public affairs officer. Troop B includes nine of
Florida’s 67 counties -- Alachua, Columbia, Dixie, Gilchrist, Hamilton, Levy,
Lafayette, Marion and Suwannee.)

(from left) Bill Godwin of the
Levy County Sheriff’s Office,
Cedar Key Police Chief Virgil
Sandlin and Levy County
Supervisor of Elections Tammy
Jones stand on the brink of
crossing the threshold into the
buffet-style serving area.
There were many city, county,
state and federal law enforcement
professionals at the event again this
year. The overwhelming majority of
attendees from the various facets of
the entire legal profession are
government-based, however there
were at least a couple of practicing or retired private attorneys in attendance, as well as a
smattering of folks in other fields.

