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Soldiers killed in wars remembered;
Gilchrist County adds WWI monument to Veterans’
Memorial Courtyard

A crowd begins to form a while before the event starts. There were many more
people who arrived after these early birds.
Story, Photos and Video
By Jeff M. Hardison © May 28, 2019 at 9:09 p.m..
TRENTON – Just as happened in graveyards, courtyards, pavilions and other similar places,
all across America on Monday (Memorial Day, May 27) people paid respect in Trenton to
veterans who died while in military service.
In the county seat for Gilchrist County, a ceremony was conducted at the Veterans Memorial
Courtyard.
Retired Gilchrist County Veterans Service Officer Jim Mash introduced Marine Corps League
(Tri-County Detachment) Chaplain Ted Henley, who opened the event.
After Chaplain Henley’s moving invocation, four members of Bell High School’s unit of the
United States Army’s Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps presented the colors.

Comprising the
Color Guard on
Memorial Day
in Trenton are
(from left) BHS
JROTC cadets
Angelina
Martinez,
Dennis
Riordan, Emma
Boyette and
Brian Riordan.
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Retired Gilchrist County Veterans Service Officer Jim Mash speaks to the crowd.

As retired Gilchrist County Veterans Service Officer Jim Mash speaks to the crowd,
Gilchrist County Veterans Service Officer Steve Hutson and Marine Corps League
(Tri-County Detachment) Chaplain Ted Henley listen. Mash also is a member of
the Marine Corps League (Tri-County Detachment).
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U- Gilchrist County Veterans Service Officer Steve Hutson salutes in honor of the
American soldiers who died fighting in the Persian Gulf and current conflicts. He
was assigned to perform this honor in front of that wreath during the wreathlaying ceremony. Other men performed the duty at each of the monuments
connected to wars, including Rodger Nogaki at the new WWI monument.

Marine Corps League (Tri-County Detachment) Chaplain Ted Henley prepares to
give the benediction. After his closing prayer, Taps was played and the program
ended.
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The BHS JROTC cadets, under the direction of (Ret.) United States Army First Sergeant Jon
D. Meinholz, were Dennis Riordan, carrying the American flag; Emma Boyette, carrying the
Florida flag, Angelina Martinez, serving as the rifleman for the national flag; and Brian Riordan,
serving as the rifleman for the state flag.
Pat Watson sang the Star-Spangled Banner.
Gilchrist County Veterans Service Officer Steve Hutson led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mash read a presidential proclamation which included, in part, the following:
“Whether on the battlefields of Bunker Hill, on the beaches of Normandy, in the jungles of
Vietnam, or in the mountains and deserts of the Middle East, brave Americans of every
generation have given their last full measure of devotion in defense of our country, our liberty,
and our founding ideals.
“On Memorial Day, we humbly honor these incredible patriots and firmly renew our abiding
commitment to uphold the principles for which they laid down their lives.
“As a free people, we have a sacred duty to remember the courageous warriors who have
made the ultimate sacrifice to ensure that our great country would endure. It is our
responsibility to strive to ensure that their noble acts of dedication to our country and the cause
of freedom were not in vain and to comfort the families they have left behind, who bear the
heartbreak of their loss.
“We must ensure that the light of our Republic, and all for which these most honorable
Americans willingly died, continues to shine forth brightly into the world. As President Lincoln
said in 1863 during the dedication of the Gettysburg National Military Cemetery: ‘It is for us the
living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus
far so nobly advanced.’
“As we approach the 75th anniversary of D-Day, we proudly commemorate those heroic and
honorable patriots who gave their all for the cause of freedom during some of history’s darkest
hours. Thousands of selfless members of our Armed Forces perished on the beaches of
Normandy. They bravely gave their lives to pave the way for the Allied liberation of Europe and
ultimately victory over the forces of evil. Their historic sacrifices and achievements secured the
future of humanity and proved America’s strength in defending freedom and defeating the
enemies of civilization.
“Those who rest in the hallowed grounds of our country’s national cemeteries laid their lives
upon the altar of freedom. Today, as we unite in eternal gratitude for the sacrifices of these
extraordinary Americans, let us also offer a prayer for lasting peace. Let us renew our steadfast
resolve to work toward a peaceful future, in which the horrors of war are a distant memory and
our families, our communities, and our Nation need no longer confront the sorrow and pain of
losing our beloved sons and daughters.”
The wreath-laying ceremony involved the American Legion Post and the Sons of the
Confederate Veterans. Individuals were at the monuments for the Civil War, World War I,
World War II, the Korean War, the War in Vietnam, and the Persian Gulf and Current Conflicts.
A member in uniform from both of those organizations stood in front of the wreath for each
set of veterans, saluted it, and then performed an about face.

https://youtu.be/5PheP3eYOoE
In this video Michael McElroy and Christie McElroy sing My Country, 'Tis of Thee.
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After the wreaths were laid,
Michael McElroy and Christie
McElroy sang My Country,
'Tis of Thee (also known as
America).
The BHS JROTC retired the
colors. Chaplain Henley gave
the benediction. Taps was
played to conclude the service.
During the service, before
the wreath-laying service,
Mash spoke about the WWI
monument.
After a decade in the wings,
a final push in the past couple
of years led to the recent
installation of the monument
to honor the WWI soldiers
from Gilchrist and Dixie
counties.

This is the front of the
monument honoring
American soldiers from
Gilchrist County who
served in the Korean war.
There are names and
words on all sides of all
monuments in this area.

The WWII memorial.
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The WWII memorial.
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The WWI monument soon after it was placed, before Memorial Day.
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The WWI monument edited.

Honoring Ricky Lord of Gilchrist County, killed in action Aug. 18, 2004, and for all
who have fallen in service. Placed Memorial Day 2005.
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Three members of the United Daughters of the Confederacy, Chapter 2715, were at
the Memorial Day Service in Trenton. They are 9from left) Betty Mikell, Judy
Benton and Myrtice Scabarozi. The UDC 2715 were among the donors for the WWI
monument.
~
The ceremony at the Veterans Memorial Courtyard in Trenton heralded the introduction of
this monument honoring the dead soldiers from wars of the past.
This monument is for the veterans of World War I.
Monuments in the Trenton courtyard are not limited to Gilchrist County alone. Alachua,
Dixie, Gilchrist, Lafayette and Levy counties are mentioned by being etched in stone on the
various markers, in part because it was not until after WWI that Gilchrist County became a
political subdivision of Florida.
Retired Gilchrist County Veterans Service Officer Mash had started collecting money to build
the WWI monument 10 years ago. Mash retired on Dec. 19, 2018.
Gilchrist County Veterans Service Officer Hutson accepted those duties upon Mash’s
retirement.

HardisonInk.com

There was a relatively strong showing of Sons of Confederate Veterans (SOCV) at
the event. Seen here are SOCV Camp 2086 Commander Daryl Ratterree (left) and
SOCV Camp 1424 Madison-Starke-Perry Lt. Commander Terry Durden.

Here are words etched in
stone on the four sides of the
monument for Confederate
veterans.
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Commander Clement Lindsey (left) of the SOCV John Hance O’Steen Camp 770
and SOCV Camp 770 Adjutant Archie Matthews are standing near the monument
for Confederate veterans from counties in this part of Florida. Camp 770 donated
this monument in 2004, and it donated the flagpole in the center of the memorial
area.
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Leon Barber points to the name Charlie Barber on the WWI memorial. Charlie
Barber is the highest listed Dixie County alphabetical veteran who was in WWI and
is listed on this monument. Leon Barber is his paternal grandson. Leon said his
grandfather Charlie did not have a middle name, and he was not ‘Charles.’ Charlie
Barber returned from WWI but he lost a leg to gangrene, his grandson said. And
so, for the rest of his life, Charlie Barber walked around with a peg leg, Leon
Barber said, like someone might picture a one-legged seaman of old.
Rodger Nogaki of American Legion Post 91 approached the Sons of Confederate Veterans,
Camp 2086 (Dixie Defenders in Dixie County), and this group was willing to be the first major
contributor to this monument. That group donated $500.
As Mash spoke about the dedication of the new WWI memorial, he said he was grateful to
every sponsor, every contributor and every individual who helped make this addition to the
courtyard a reality.
It is dedicated to soldiers who came from Lafayette County and Alachua County, back then,
before those two counties were subdivided and led to the creation of Dixie and Gilchrist counties
respectively, Mash said.
He said people will want to remember every single veteran on that monument “plus some we
don’t know” who helped during WWI on behalf of the United States of America.
The names on the top portion of the monument are of those veterans from Gilchrist County
(western Alachua County) who fought in WWI, Mash said.
The names on the bottom portion of the monument are of those veterans from Dixie County
(southern Lafayette County) who fought in WWI, Mash said.
Mash said over the years a computer issue caused him to lose several sponsors’ names,
because they were on a list. Nevertheless, he mentioned some of the more recent main sponsors.
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In addition to the initial $500 from the Sons Of Confederate Veterans Camp 2086, the other
main sponsors Mash mentioned are Homestead Realty, which donated $1,000; American
Legion Post 91, which donated $600; and others.
Mash said the team accomplished the goal of raising $7,800 for the monument.
The biggest help came from O. T. Davis Monument Co. in Gainesville, under new ownership
(owners Ryan Daube and Jennifer Daube of Gilchrist County), which lowered the cost from
$35,000 to $7,800, Mash said.
The history of Memorial Day is noted on the History Channel’s website.
By proclamation of General John A. Logan of the Grand Army of the Republic, the first major
Memorial Day observance is held to honor those who died “in defense of their country during
the late rebellion.”
Known to some as “Decoration Day,” mourners honored the Civil War dead by decorating
their graves with flowers. On the first Decoration Day, Gen. James Garfield made a speech at
Arlington National Cemetery, after which 5,000 participants helped to decorate the graves of the
more than 20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers buried in the cemetery.
The 1868 celebration was inspired by local observances that had taken place in various
locations in the three years since the end of the Civil War.
In part of an article by Marissa Laliberte, published in Reader's Digest, she noted facts about
Memorial Day, including that it was initially designed just for the Civil War.
For more than 100 years, Memorial Day was reserved for honoring the lives of Civil War
soldiers. The holiday didn’t expand to honor casualties of all American wars until after World
War I.
Memorial Day and Veterans Day honor different veterans.
Memorial Day is to honor military personnel who died in the service of their country,
particularly those who died in battle or as a result of wounds sustained in battle, according to
the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
Veterans Day is a holiday to remember everyone who served in the military, period, whether
or not they served in wartime.

