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Cross City group encourages graduates, gives love 
offerings and awards a scholarship 

 
Caroline Walker speaks as other leaders present for the Cross City On The 
Move – Making Things Happen event -- Angela Carter, Heddie Johnson, 
Florence Carter and Elsie Carter listen. 
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By Jeff M. Hardison May 15, 2019 at 3:29 p.m. 
     CROSS CITY – A celebration of high school graduates at the Woman’s Club in Cross 
City on Tuesday night (May 14) mirrors some of the positive impact of the group named 
Cross City On The Move – Making Things Happen. 

     Leaders of the group present to celebrate the graduation of high school by of 10 
particular young people were Caroline Walker, Angela Carter, Heddie Johnson, Florence 
Carter and Elsie Carter. 
     Cross City On The Move – Making Things Happen is a few years old, although many 
of the members have long been involved in community improvement efforts. 
     Each of the 10 graduates accepted a $25 token of love, and one of the grads was 
awarded a $250 scholarship called the Overcoming The Odds Scholarship. This was the 
very first time that scholarship was awarded. 
     The 10 graduates honored by Cross City On The Move – Making Things Happen are 
Tyron Calhoun, Richard Bowers, Mareena Carter, Elicia Carter, Denesha McDowell, 
Derrick Charboneau, Kania Brown, Precious Aiken, Lara Medlin, Carlos Williams, Blake 
Watson and Kewanna Thompson. 
     Williams’ mother Veronica Williams was present to represent her son. Watson and 
Thompson were absent. 
     Cross City On The Move – Making Things Happen, Walker said as she welcomed 
everyone, wants to congratulate these young people for their accomplishment. 
     She encouraged all of the graduates to either continue their education in academics 
or in a trade, or to seek gainful employment, where they will be honest, productive, 
contributing members of society. Whatever they feel God is calling them to do, is where 
they should set their focus. 
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Graduates (from left) Tyron Calhoun, Richard Bowers, Mareena Carter, 
Elicia Carter, Denesha McDowell, Derrick Charboneau, Kania Brown, 
Precious Aiken, and Lara Medlin pause a moment before starting the dining 
and socialization part of the event. Carlos Williams, Blake Watson and 
Kewanna Thompson are graduates who were invited but did not attend. 
Williams’ mother Veronica Williams was present to represent her son. 
 
     “We want you to go into the world knowing you are unique,” Walker said. “We want 
you to know God made you the way you are, so that you don’t have to follow the pattern 
of anyone else.” 
     Like any person, she said, each one is bound to make mistakes. The prayer of Cross 
City On The Move – Making Things Happen is that lessons are learned by mistakes. 
     Walker told each graduate to do what is in their heart, as to why God created them. 
     Among her sage advice was for each person to conduct herself or himself as a young 
lady or as a young man. She reminded them that social media is viewed by anyone – 
including a potential future employer. 
      “You never know who is watching you,” she said. “Be careful what you are putting out 
there.” 
     Now, she added, they are high school graduates. Therefore, they need to act like that. 
     Cross City On The Move – Making Things Happen is seeking to build itself to help the 
community even more, Walker said. Anyone who wants to join in this effort is invited to 
contact any of them. 
     There is a rally planned for June 29 at 11 a.m. in front of the Dixie County 
Courthouse, she said. As Cross City On The Move – Making Things Happen works to 
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improve conditions, it wants to help everyone know about the many resources available 
to build things in a positive manner. 
     She congratulated the graduates, and asked them to “go out there and make us 
proud.” 
     The $250 scholarship named the Overcoming The Odds Scholarship was awarded to 
Elicia Carter. Walker said that seeing her work ethic, and her success in overcoming all 
obstacles was the reason for that choice. 
     When this graduate lets Cross City On The Move – Making Things Happen know her 
choice of a college or trade school, the check will be given to that institution in her name 
to help with tuition costs. 
      Each graduate told the group about their plans now that they have graduated. Each 
one of the leaders shared their best wishes and advice with the graduates. 
     They were reminded to set goals and to meet them. They were reminded several times 
to be careful – always being attentive to their surroundings. 
     The young people present were reminded to be prayerful in their lives, seeking 
traveling mercies when they go places, and to give thanks for all of the blessings God 
bestows upon them. 
     After the ceremony, everyone enjoyed a bountiful selection of food and drinks. 


