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Wild Hog Canoe Race helps LARC 

 
Traditional infamous log is placed close to finish line offering excitement 
for spectators and a challenge for racers.  The kayak as well as participants 
have to go over log or risk being disqualified from race. 
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     LEVY COUNTY -- An otherwise quiet area of Levy County becomes a beehive of 
activity for a very worthy cause, as well as offering a fun, exciting and challenging canoe 
race once a year. 
     Participants, onlookers, vendors and other joyous folks gathered on Saturday (April 
27) for the 42nd Annual Wild Hog Canoe Race. The event is held a short distance 
south of Otter Creek next to U.S. Highway 19. 
     Racers launch from the Waccasassa Bridge on State Road 24 between Bronson and 
Otter Creek. From there it's a twisting and turning competition through 15 miles of 
unspoiled Florida wilderness. 
     One might expect to see wild hogs, deer, alligators, snakes and a multitude of birds all 
while keeping a steady pace of paddling alongside competitors. Near the finish line, one 
last log is placed requiring kayakers and canoeists to go completely over a final obstacle 
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after dealing with plenty for the previous 15 miles. 
     This adds a bit of entertainment for the spectators lining the banks of river. 
     The event has grown to include bounce houses for children to enjoy, a petting zoo, 
and a spectacular set of zip lines – all at no cost. 
     Orange Blossom Ramblers, a bluegrass and gospel band kept the crowd entertained 
throughout the day. A couple of craft vendors were selling handmade items. 
 

 
Darlene Durden and Wanda Johnston received paddles honoring brother 
Jimmy Durden for years of participation in Wild Hog Canoe Race. Jimmy 
passed away in 2018. 
 

 
Melody Harron displays this year’s official t shirt. Racers received a shirt 
for participating and patrons could purchase one for $9. 
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Kayak racers who placed first, second and third per division received a 
trophy paddle recognizing their accomplishment. 
 

https://youtu.be/cevaKIFLFy0 
In this video of the Orange Blossom Ramblers performing I Saw The Light, 
written by hank Williams Sr. in 1948, race participants are seen crossing in 
front of the stage as zip-line rider cross behind the group. 
 
     As for food, visitors could purchase hamburgers or pulled pork plates that included 
French fries and swamp cabbage. The swamp cabbage comes from the heart of a sable 
palm and after preparation it’s slow-boiled with seasonings until soft. Palm was a staple 
food for early settlers and pioneers of Florida. 
     Patrons could purchase tickets for a 50-50 cash prize, and a rubber duck race held at 
the end of the day too. All of the money generated from the Wild Hog Canoe and Kayak 
Race is donated to LARC (Levy Association for Retarded Citizens) a nonprofit 
organization based out of Otter Creek for mentally challenged adults. The facility offers 
a campus for clients to have routine activities and to learn skills, such as furniture 
refurbishing, not otherwise offered in a group setting.  
     This was another great year for the event. 
     There were 90 boats in the race this year, said Keith Maynard, president of the Wild 
Hog Canoe and Kayak Race. 
     While this is 12 fewer boats in comparison with last year’s total fleet, it was still 
another record crowd. The finish line crowd grows bigger ever year. 
     “The petting zoo was a big hit!” he exclaimed. 
     Maynard and his family are key leaders for this fundraiser. 
     “The main attraction was the zip lines, with a long line all day,” Maynard continued. 
“The children had a blast! And you know we give God all the glory! With a 90 percent 
chance of rain forecast for Saturday a week ago, we knew God would give us a beautiful 
day -- being that we are only doing it for His glory, and He did!” 
     Faith, hope and love were bountiful again this year. Later, a check will be presented 
to LARC. 
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This statue at the Wild Hog Canoe Race 
is part of the effort to raise money for 
LARC a nonprofit organization for 
mentally challenged adults. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Toby a well-groomed and mannered Pomeranian stopped for a moment of 
photo opportunity.  The Wild Hog Canoe Race is pet friendly as long as your 
pet is friendly. 
 
The boxes below show results from this year’s race. 
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