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Cedar Key Art Fest draws talent; 

Fleming Island artist wins Best In Show 

 
Debra Weiss and Barbara Edmonds, both of Levy County, are seen early Sunday 

morning (March 31) strolling down Second Avenue in Cedar Key. These two ladies, 

who were accompanied by their husbands, also helped people at the UF/IFAS Levy 

County Extension’s Master Gardener booth. 
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     CEDAR KEY – The 55th Annual Old Florida Celebration of the Arts in Cedar Key (which is 

commonly known as the Cedar Key Art Festival) attracted astounding talent to the downtown 

area of the main island again this year. 

     During this amazing art-oriented event, there were in excess of 25 different artists working in 

eight different mediums, who demonstrated how they create their art. 

     Those 25 were just some of the scores and scores other active artists in Cedar Key this 

weekend. Beyond the many creators in the fine arts, there were performers in the musical arts 

on stage at the city park as well as in the patio area of The Island Hotel and Restaurant. 

     Culinary artists were quite bountiful as well along one of the border streets of the park, and 

elsewhere. 

     Both days, residents of the island, and visitors to Cedar Key found art to see, and art to 

purchase too. And, as anticipated, the food and drink vendors were found to be pleasing in every 

sense there as well. All of the sellers of food and drink were generating money for worthy causes. 
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Eileen Senecal of Cedar Key holds her catch of the day -- art she bought at the 2019 

Old Florida Celebration of the Arts. 

 

AWARD WINNERS 

 

Emma Greenhill of Fleming Island is seen with some of her art here. In this juried 

competition 

of art, her 

works earned 

the highest 

honor – Best 

of Show. 

 

     The Old 

Florida 

Celebration of 

the Arts 2019 

Award Winners 

list begins with 

Emma Greenhill 

of Fleming 

Island (Clay 

County) who 

earned the Best 

of Show title. 

     Greenhill, a 

52-year-old 

native of 

England, creates 

her paintings in 
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acrylic and ink. She said she first visited the United States in 1997, went back to England and 

then returned here in 2014 – doing art. 

     Other top winners are Mike Brown of Nokomis, Best 2D Painting; Robert Nielsson of 

Pensacola, Best 3D Jewelry. 

     Awards of Excellence were earned by Betsy Best in Printmaking; Nancy Moreland in 

Photography; Steve Terlizzese in 

Mosaic; and Jean Yao in Fiber. 

 

 
Nicholas Ringelstetter, 33, of Spring Green, Wisconsin, is among the award-

winning artists at this show and sale event. 



HardisonInk.com 
 

 
The work seen here is Space Coast. Ringelstetter said he is in the midst of moving 

to Cocoa Beach and this inspired that work of art. 
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He has been painting for 10 years. 

 

     The Cedar Key Arts Center Creativity Award was earned by Nicholas Ringelstetter in Mixed 

Media. 

     Awards of Distinction went to Nicholas Alexiades – Drawing; Reinhard Herzog – Glass; 

Douglas Brandow – Jewelry; Carly Mejeur – Mixed Media; Crystal Dombrowsky – Mixed 

Media; Jerry & Susan Remillard – Wood; Sally Douglas – Ceramics; Nancy Reyna – Painting; 

Pablo Garcia – Painting; and Allison Temples – Mixed Media. 

 

THE OTHER WINNERS 

     All of the artists and visitors were winners. The two-day event occurred during the best of 

weather conditions. It was a beautiful spring day, with what some may call “Chamber of 

Commerce Weather,” reflecting that good weather often helps outdoor events attract more 

consumers. 
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Bill Roberts of Ocala, who 

becomes 88 years old on May 3, 

sits next to one of his works. His 

parents long ago ran the Half 

Moon Fish Camp in the Ocala 

National Forest. He was a 

working cowboy before he was an 

artist. ‘And I wrote a book to 

prove it.’ 
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Scott and Laura Kellersberger of Salvisa, Kentucky, are the artists who made this 

stainless steel and copper American White Pelican. Scott said they saw these 

pelicans while visiting in the Cedar Key area. 
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Brian Blackmore, originally from London, England, but now a resident of 

Gainesville for 35 years, stands in his booth of jewelry he made. He earned a green 

purchaser’s ribbon. 

 

 
Neil Stetson of Ocala stands with some of his woodwork art. He explained that it is 

a four-part process to make the inlaid wood, using two different forms of oak 

wood. He has been creating these works of art for four years now. 
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Tony Krysinsky of Perdido Key (Escambia County) stands near some of his 

engraved wood paintings. He was also selling prints of some of his works. 

 

 

A DEMONSTRATING ARTIST 

 

     Debbie Stillman of Clermont (above) provided people with insight about the form of 
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handcrafted wearable jewelry art she creates. 

     She uses fine metals like silver and gold that are ground up and mixed into an organic clay. 

She molds the clay, forming artistic designs. 

     After burning off the organic material, the fine metal remains. There are many pieces in each 

work of art. The artistic jewelry appears very plain before it is fired. In addition, from changing 

from a beige color to the actual silver that it is, for instance, it also becomes 18 percent smaller, 

because it is cooked in a kiln at 1,650 degrees Fahrenheit for two hours. 

     Stillman said this form of making artistic jewelry first started in the 1990s. It has not gained 

as much favor in the United States, yet, as it has in the United Kingdom, Australia, Thailand and 

Poland. Some goldsmiths and silversmiths are not inclined to practice this form of the art, she 

said. 

 

 

This is what the 

metal and clay 

combination looks 

like before it is 

molded, cut, shaped 

and sculpted and 

then fired in a kiln. 
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The pictures above show the art 

named Nightlife in the Forest. 

The intricacy of the work 

is astounding. 

 

     One piece that she showed is named 

Nightlife in the Forest. She worked on 

it two weeks, focusing only on this 

piece. This is a statement piece. 

    This particular piece is about 3.5-

inches by 2-inches and hangs on a 

chain. It opens at the front. 

     Stillman said this piece of wearable 

art jewelry formed itself as soon as she 

saw the piece of jasper that came from 

Oregon. She said she envisioned an 

evening in the Pacific Northwest, at 

winter time. Hence, the tree has few 

leaves. 

     This piece is very intricate with very 

small detail – even a ladybug. 

     With this type of work by Stillman, 

she provides the buyer with a journal 

to show pictures of the progress from 
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start to finish. She leaves some pages blank, for the owner to add his or her own notations after 

they gain possession. 

    The artist sold it for $1,500, but then she could not part with it. Now she is ready to sell this 

piece. She told the original buyer that she could sell it now, but she learned that person bought a 

different piece of bling. 

 

https://youtu.be/Ixt-XZAKbQ4  

In this video, Debbie Stillman of Clermont shows how she makes the tiny leaves 

found in some of her silver jewelry. Her art medium is metal clay. It appears beige 

now, but after firing in the kiln, the organic material burns away and the silver (or 

gold) remains. Here art includes many, many small pieces that all come together 

in the kiln, 

 

THE VENDORS 

      The list of vendors selling food for their worthy causes is extensive, and most of them are 

listed below the following photos and captions. 

 

 
This set of children and adults are among the many volunteers selling water for $1 

a bottle to help the CKS Safety Patrol. They helped prevent untold numbers of 

cases of dehydration as well as raising money to help fund the Cedar Key School’s 

fifth grade Safety Patrol trip to Washington, D.C., which is planned for the 

summer. Seen here, in no particular order, are Alex Rodriguez, Hunter Daniel 
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(who is a member of the Levy County Sheriff’s Office Explorers, but who 

volunteered to help the safety patrollers), adult chaperone Cassandra Findlay, 

Travis Findlay, Kayley Sloan, Kayla Winfield, Emily Winfield, Brodie Gill, adult 

chaperone James Custer, Isaac Custer and Exio Vargas. By the way among the 

honorable volunteers helping with traffic control during this event were LCSO 

Citizens On Patrol Lt. Dan Kelly and COP D. Lewis (They’re not pictured here, but 

there were there, as were some other LCSO COP members over the two days.). 

 

 
Cedar Key Garden Club Vice President Joe Hand (left, facing away from camera) 

speaks with Crystal Lipscomb (behind the booth and essentially out of view) and 

Cedar Key School Principal Kathy Lawrence (profiled at right in photo). The 

Garden Club was selling lemonade. They sold 16 gallons Saturday. During the 

Cedar Key Lion’s Club Seafood Festival, the Garden Club sold 46 gallons of 

lemonade. Principal Lawrence said Lipscomb is the epitome of a great volunteer. 

She is always willing to help on or off of the CKS campus, where her children 

attend classes. ‘She is an extraordinary volunteer,’ Principal Lawrence said. 
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(from left) Eugene ‘Rett’ Carter V, Levy County School Board Member (and 

Williston Rotary Club member) Chris Cowart and teacher Chiefland Middle School 

social studies teacher Jerry Lawrence work the grill to create hamburgers for sale 

by the Cedar Key School Parent Teacher Organization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flames kiss the hamburgers of the 

CKS PTO. 
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A Cedar Key Chamber of Commerce representative -- Mary Ellen -- cooks Miss 

Thelma’s Crab Cakes for the Cedar Key Chamber of Commerce. 

 

     Most of the food vendors at the event, although there may have been others, are the Cedar 

Key School (CKS) Safety patrol selling water; the Cedar Key Lions Club selling delicious boiled 

corn-on-the-cob; the Cedar Key Garden Club selling lemonade; CKS Fourth grade and Pre-K 

selling grouper sandwiches and crawfish; CKS FFA selling fish dinners; the children’s table 

selling pulled pork sandwiches in more; CKS selling candy (Holly Keene’s Kindergarten through 

fifth grade classes); the Cedar Key Woman’s Club selling raspberry tea and Arnold Palmer Tea; 

the Cedar Key Oystermen’s Association selling oysters, shrimp and clam strips; the Cedar Key 

Clam Association selling farm-raised clams; the CKS Basketball Club selling clams; the CKS PTO 

selling hamburgers and grilled shrimp; the Cedar Key Chamber of Commerce selling Miss 

Thelma’s Crab Cakes; the CKS Travel Club selling shrimp tacos and key lime ice cream cones; 

the CKS Junior Class selling clam fritters; and Cedar Key Christ Episcopal Church selling coffee 

and tea. 
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OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

 
This photo captures one view of the area where children were given material to 

create their own art for free. 

 

     Among the many organizations at the event were Another Way; Levy County Supervisor of 

Elections Tammy Jones; the Cedar Key Audubon Society; the Friends of The Lower Cedar Key 

National Wildlife Refuges; the Florida Nature Coast Conservancy; the Tobacco Free Partnership 

of Levy County; University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences Master 

Gardeners; the FWC Marine Fisheries Management; and the Levy County Department of Public 

Safety. 

     The LCDPS helped four patients Saturday and at least one other person Sunday who needed 

medical aid.  

~ 

Click HERE to see the April 9, 2016 HardisonInk.com story about the art festival that year. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/4-9-16-hardisonink-com-art-magnet-opens-on-cedar-Key.pdf

