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Mission accomplished: Souls saved
One more Man Up! weekend available

A manatee is seen as it comes to the surface to capture a breath of air.
Manatees are mammals and they breathe air. They eat plants. They are a
protected species in Florida. This manatee was one of a few that were in the
springs at Manatee Springs State Park on Saturday (March 23).
Story, Photos and Video
By Jeff M. Hardison © March 24, 2019 at 9:39 a.m.
DIXIE COUNTY -- The first of two weekends of Man Up! at Camp Anderson in
Dixie County proved to be another successful event as Christian men and boys
reaffirmed their faith and other men and boys, gave their lives to Jesus and became
Christians from Friday (March 22) through Sunday (March 24).

https://youtu.be/6Q_Y6eAuah8
In this video, A manatee is seen as it comes to the surface to capture a
breath of air. Children are heard in the background. Manatees do not eat
fish and they are not manta rays.
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Pam Jenkins is seen here Saturday morning as part of the cooking team.
They prepared in excess of 200 potatoes for the more than 200 men and
boys at Camp Anderson. This prep work was for the evening meal.
A visit to Camp Anderson, 536 N.E. 168th Ave., Old Town, on Saturday captured part
of the total experience of this three-day, two-night event.
There is one weekend remaining this year for Man Up!. It is March 29-31. Pastor R.V.
Brown will headline this next weekend with special guests Terry Rainey and Brandon
Emerson.
Camp Anderson Director William Bloodworth said there will be a Concealed Weapon,
Carry Weapon Class, the skeet-shooting event as well as all of the other activities such as
paintball, and high-fence safari.
All men are invited to bring their sons and grandsons with them.
The cost is $99 for the weekend (which covers everything, including food and
lodging). The cost is $79 for men who don't stay in a cabin on site.
"You don’t have to pay when you register," Bloodworth noted, "and you can wait and
bring your payment with you when you arrive if that works best for you. We have
sponsorships available for people with financial need.”
Active duty military, police, fire and EMS are all free this year, he said.
Click HERE to register.
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Camp Anderson Director William Bloodworth starts the trip to and from
Manatee Springs State Park. He reminds all 55 passengers that everyone
must wear a life vest that is fastened, and they must remain seated during
the ride. This relaxing boat ride is one of the many activities available
during the weekend.

The powerful, big pontoon boat loaded with 55 souls passes under a former
railroad trestle that is now part of the Nature Coast State Trail for
pedestrians and non-motorized cyclists. The former railroad trestle crosses
the Suwannee River.
Camp Anderson is on the beautiful Suwannee River. The programming and facilities
include rustic yet modern, climate-controlled accommodations, epically fun activities,
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exceptional food service and a staff that consists of skilled ministry professionals.
A short visit at mid-morning on Saturday (March 23) provided a taste of the many
activities at the camp.
While there are many activities at the camp, some Nan can choose to simply relax and
sit in the Adirondack chairs and eat delicious barbecue ribs.
Camp Director Bloodworth explained that at that moment on Saturday morning the
200-plus men present in camp were going to split up to participate in the Concealed
Weapon, Carry Weapon Class, the skeet-shooting event the paintball fun, the high-fence
safari and the boat cruise to Manatee Springs State Park.
These are just some of the many aspects and of the Man Up! events. Dining on
delicious food for breakfast, lunch and supper as well as sleeping in comfortable cabins
is all part of the experience.
Camp Director Bloodworth been said there are more than 200 men at the event this
weekend, and he expects the same results next weekend.
He piloted the 40-foot long, 14-foot wide pontoon boat that has 500 horsepower
combined in two engines. This vessel transported 55 men to and from Camp Anderson
and Manatee Springs State Park.
Among the many passengers on the boat were men from Vidalia, Georgia, and
teenagers from Tampa. There was a complete spectrum of different types of men and
boys, from young to old and from rich to poor.
The camp leadership reaches out to churches group homes alcoholics anonymous
groups and beyond, Bloodworth said.
“The camp becomes a socially-accepted platform whereby the church and the needs
of the community can come together,” Bloodworth said. “Joe left this place as a legacy
and as a stewardship to preach the truth of God’s word.”
By “Joe,” Bloodworth was referring to Joe H. Anderson Jr., a lifelong resident of Old
Town, and founder of Anderson Columbia Co. Inc.
Anderson died on Nov. 29, 2016. He was 77 years old. He was very well known and
respected.
“When Joe was alive, he reached out to the children and adults, to the haves and have
nots,” Bloodworth said. “He helped everyone.”
Anderson donated the land that was once a Kampgrounds of America site.
Anderson also gave property during his lifetime that became parks and offered places
for boat ramps, as well as giving to many other charitable causes.
The Anderson family donated to the completely renovated Suwannee River Fair
structure in the City of Fanning Springs, where children hold livestock shows and sales,
and other activities occur there as well. There is a very long list of donations Jpe
Anderson and his family have made to help people all over North Central Florida.
As for the men and boys at Camp Anderson this weekend, Director Bloodworth said
the purpose is not to have only church-going men, but also to bring others to know
Jesus as their Savior.
In addition to worship, singing and fellowship, there are the many fun activities and
opportunities to relax and reflect.
“It takes all of us,” Bloodworth said, “to reach across the aisle to someone who is not
just like us” to help others learn more about Christianity.
As he drove the big, powerful pontoon boat, which can pull skiers (and has pulled
skiers on the Suwannee River), Bloodworth shared with the passengers information

HardisonInk.com
about a structure on the riverbank.

This will be the future home for girls who need some help and guidance.
William Bloodworth said he hopes this will serve as a model for other
churches throughout Florida to become more involved in helping children.
He pointed to the Dixie County side of the river. He indicated a two-story house
where eight girls will be staying yearlong.
Bloodworth said after the house is renovated these girls will be given culinary classes,
music classes and more, including a Christian education.
They will be living there under the Foster Care method of supervision, Bloodworth
said.
He hopes this will become a model for other places in Florida so that other children
who need guidance will find places for that.
After the cruise, Bloodworth told HardisonInk that he still needs about $50,000 to
complete the renovations. Therefore, he does not know when he’ll open this for the girls
to live there to learn.
Bloodworth said he is making more improvements to the house at the rate of about
$5,000 at a time.
His organization currently has a 17-year contract for the structure. He mentioned to
the men on the boat that if they have tools, then they are welcome to come help
refurbish the structure. Another need is a fence, he said, because with girls there, the
boys will want to be in the yard too.
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Canoeists paddle on the Suwannee River near the outlet from Manatee
Springs.

The dock at Manatee Springs State Park is the starting point from the
Suwannee River. A boardwalk takes visitors to the park and springs, as it
goes through a beautiful cypress forest.
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Blue skies are seen over the blue waters of the Suwannee River on
Saturday.
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Manatees are seen in the spring.
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The beauty of Manatee Springs is breathtaking.

Two boys are among the many people who snorkeled in Manatee Springs on
Saturday.
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Two people in a red canoe are surrounded by the green of spring.

Cypress trees grow at Manatee Springs State Park.
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The 40-foot long pontoon boat awaits the arrival of all of the passengers
shortly before departure on Saturday to return to Camp Anderson.

A teenager looks at his cell phone. A speeding boat approaches. Another
passenger on the pontoon boat gazes at nature and enjoys the view.
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Men enjoy a manly lunch Saturday at the Man Up! event.
The camp director guided the pontoon boat skillfully to the dock at the state park.
The men and boys went to the park, where some used the camp’s snorkel and masks as
they swam in the springs.
There were a number of manatees of various sizes present.
Some of the men were able to text their loved ones when they were back on the boat
to let them know that they went swimming with manatees, alligators and snakes.
A good time was had by all. And, once again, mission accomplished: souls saved.

