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Fire chief wants 
automated CPR machine 

 
Michael K. Lall, president and chief operating officer of AED Professionals 
of Palatine, Illinois, holds up the backpack for the machine. It is very 
portable. 
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     CHIEFLAND – Monday night (March 11), Chiefland Fire Chief James Harris 
explained to the Chiefland City Commission why he wants a machine that can give chest 
compressions to most adult patients. 

 

 
Michael K. Lall starts CPR 
on a dummy. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
Chief James Harris starts CPR on a dummy. 
 
 
https://youtu.be/Qxs-uN7BS6E 

In this video, Michael K. Lall starts the CPR with the machine. This device is 
made 100 percent in the United States of America, he said. Chiefland Fire 
Chief James Harris said Cedar Key Volunteer Fire Department already has 
one of these machines, and professionals in Gilchrist and Dixie counties 
have seen or were going to be shown this device this week (March 11-15) as 
well. 
 
     Michael K. Lall, president and chief operating officer of AED Professionals of 
Palatine, Illinois, demonstrated the machine for the City Commission members to see. 
     Chief Harris said this particular machine costs $11, 500 and that is about $4,000 less 
than a comparable machine. 
     Lall explained that this automated chest-compression device conducts CPR. He told 
about the distance the pumping part pushes into the chest, how quickly it can be put 
into action and he gave a live demonstration as he spoke. 
     The machine is better than humans, he said, because conducting cardio-pulmonary 
rescuctitaiton is an exhausting exercise, even for trained professionals. This machine 
performs CPR with maximum efficiency consistently, and the rechargeable battery lasts 
an hour. 
     Chief Harris mentioned that Levy County Public Safety Department Director Chief 
Mitch Harrell wants to get one for each of the fire departments. 
     If Levy County DPS did that, then Chiefland Fire Rescue would have two of these 

https://youtu.be/Qxs-uN7BS6E
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devices, Chief Harris said. 
     The fire chief said this is equal to having another man who would perform perfect 
CPR. 
     Harris said he knows this is a lot of money, but this is a piece of equipment that is 
needed because of the calls the CFR has and the number of men he has on the team. 
     The chief said grants from the Florida League of Cities and Walmart may help fund 
this. Another option for covering this expense is the Fire Fund. The chief said he has 
never asked for money from the fire fund before. 
     Whether the city gets grants or not, Chief Harris said he wants this machine. It will 
save lives. The chief was given permission to move forward with seeking grants first. 

OTHER ACTION 

     In other action the City Commission chose to accept letters and resumes from 
applicants who want to take the seat left after the death of Mayor Betty Walker. 
     Candidates will have until April 1 at 5 p.m. to submit their letters and 
resumes. The four City Commission members by a majority vote will select the new 
City Commission member at the April 8 meeting, which begins at 6 p.m. in City Hall. 
     Candidates must be residents of the city and registered voters. 
     Another action was the appointment by vote of Chris Jones as mayor and 
Tim West as vice mayor. 
     Meanwhile, the City Commission asked City Attorney Norm Fugate to begin drafting 
a resolution to allow golf carts to be driven on city streets near Southern Leisure RV 
Resort. 
     In a happy announcement, Chuck Strange, an owner of Chiefland Billiards, 
announced that he held a fundraiser and brought in $4,561 to be split 50-50 between 
the Chiefland Police Department and Chiefland Fire Rescue. 

 


