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Clouds obscure pending full Supermoon; 

Last chance is tomorrow to see a supermoon -- until 2026 
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These photos show the Moon on Sunday night (Feb. 17 from a vantage point in the 
unrecorded subdivision known as Jemlands – between the Carter’s Crossroads 
intersection and the community known as Fowler’s Bluff. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 18, 2019 at 3:49 p.m. 
     LEVY COUNTY – Viewing the moon Sunday night (Feb. 17) as it moves toward being a full 
Supermoon proved challenging from Levy County due to variable cloudinees. 
     The Supermoon of Tuesday night (Feb. 19) will be the largest, brightest, closest full Moon that 
Earth will experience until 2026, according to astronomers at space.com. 
     The February Full Moon is named by Native Americans as the "Snow Moon," according to the 
Old Farmer's Almanac. 
     When the Snow Moon becomes officially full on Feb. 19 at 10:53 a.m. (Eastern Standard 
Time), it will be about six hours past perigee, the space.com website writers noted. 
     The moon will be at its closest at 4:07 a.m. EST on Feb. 19. Although the moon is officially 
"super" on Feb. 19, it will still look pretty full (and super). 
     For sky-watchers in New York City, the Snow Moon will rise on Feb. 19 at 5:46 p.m. and set 
the next morning at 7:35 a.m. local time, according to space.com. 
     On Tuesday, Feb. 19, the Moon will reach perigee, its closest point of approach to planet 
Earth. On that same day, just a few hours earlier, its surface will be 100 percent illuminated by 
the Sun, creating a perfectly full Moon. 
     This combination of the Moon's closest approach to Earth and the Moon reaching its moment 
of greatest illumination together not only creates a Supermoon, but one that's maximally bright 
as seen from Earth, space.com writers noted. 
     From the Americas, the biggest, brightest moments will come before dawn early Tuesday 
morning, space.com writers noted. 
     Needless to note, viewing a Supermoon through clouds is not possible, and there are no 
mountains high enough in the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties to be above 
the clouds. Some local pilots may be thinking about launching on a cloudy Tuesday night to see 
the Supermoon, although that may be a stretch too. 


