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Dixie County 
provides 
second Black 
History 
celebration 
 

This portrait of Prince 
B. Oliver Sr. is among 
the photos that youth 
could view to learn 
about leaders in the 
community. 
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     CROSS CITY -- 
Caroline Walker and others 
provided the second annual 
Dixie County Black History 
Celebration in Cross City. 

 
Carolyn Buggs was among 
the active adult volunteers 
at this event. Buggs was 
among the ladies involved 
in with the Ebony 
Women’s Club Inc. that 
exited decades ago in 
Dixie County. It is not 
active now, having seen a 
lack of interest from 
younger generations of 
African American women 
in the county. Buggs was 
the very first Black 
African Queen of the 
Ebony Women’s Club. She earned that crown for the competition in 1970. 
 
     The event happened again at the Johnny Greene Park located on Martin Luther King 
Jr. Street in Cross City. That park was established in 2016. 
     This event is mostly for the children and offers a chance to socialize, play on the 
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playground equipment, enjoy food, compete in cake walks, and learn. 
     Among the food items were snow cones, deep-fried fish, hotdogs, hamburgers and 
nacho cheese. There were soft drinks and water available to drink. It was all free. 
     Adults enjoyed playing Bingo for prizes too. 
 

 
Wilmonteen Smith was present from the start of the event. She was able to 
enjoy the company of generations of her family members there, all the way 
through her great-great grandchildren. 
 
     Joining Walker on the committee to make the event come to fruition for the second 
year were Wilmonteen Smith, Heddie Johnson, Robert L. Robinson, Jenesia Teague, 
Angela Carter, Chelsea Carter, Connie Carter, Elsie Carter, Florence Carter and others. 
     While the event started revving up Saturday afternoon, Smith, who is 82 years old, 
shared some insight about certain aspects of black history in Dixie County. She 
especially addressed education before 1957 and after then, through May of 1969 when 
the Prince B. Oliver High School closed. 
     Smith's mother Lona Evans was paid $25 a month in 1957 so that the Prince B. Oliver 
High School would have students in the 11th and 12th grades. Before 1957, there was no 
school in Dixie County where black children could attend 11th and 12th grades. 
     In fact, Smith said, back before then the black schools would be called training 
schools or vocational schools "... because they said we could not learn. We had to be 
trained." 
     Before the Prince B. Oliver School existed for black children to attend school 
separately from white children, the Putnam Paper Co. built the Dixie County Training 
School, where Smith attended. 
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     The Putnam Paper Co. also built The Putnam Lodge in Shamrock, Smith said, and 
that lodge had the first elevator ever to exist in Dixie County. 
     Eventually, the Putnam Paper Co. moved to Palatka, she said, and Shamrock’s 
population quickly dwindled. 
     “Back then,” Smith said. “There was no Cross City. It was Old Town, Shamrock and 
Eugene.” 
     The Putnam Paper Co. took the elevator with them when they went to Palatka, Smith 
said, and they renamed the company the Putnam Lumber Co. 
     As for the Dixie County Training School, Smith said, that burned down. 
     Before 11th and 12th grades were added for the Prince B. Oliver School for black 
children, Smith and other Dixie County mothers would send their children to schools in 
Orlando, Gainesville, Leesburg, Tallahassee and Perry. 
     In 1964, the United States Congress passed the Civil Rights Act, establishing a federal 
policy that prohibits racially segregated public accommodations and imposes penalties 
for racial discrimination in the workplace. 
     Although the law has remained in effect for more than a half-century, some people 
seek to revert to a time before these rights were attained by and for all Americans. 
 

https://youtu.be/GS1y83adI7w 
In this eight-second video, Robert L. Robinson and Debbie Hagan Sweem 
are seen as the make some of the shredded ice for snow cones. 
 

 
Danielle Fusco, 10, watches as Robert L. Robinson and Debbie Hagan 
Sweem make shredded ice for snow cones. Sweem is a member of the Dixie 
County Anti-Drug Coalition and she helps in its Friday Night Done Right 
programs, including as a Snow Cone Technician. 
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These are some of the gifts that people could win playing Bingo at the Black 
History Celebration in Dixie County on Saturday. 
 

 
Dixie County Anti-Drug Coalition Event Coordinator Rebecca Fusco mans 
the information booth at the event. Notice the red carpet leading to the desk 
and the red velvet ropes. Fusco said this gives an elegant feel to people who 
seek information from the Coalition. To the left in the picture is something 
that looks like a small trampoline. However, it is a chair. This is an inviting 
object, too, she said, that many people enjoy using as they sit and chat with 
Coalition staff and volunteers. 
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Jenesia Teague, a committee member for this event, heralds her second 
year of leading the Cake Walk fun. Here she is seen with just some of the 
many cakes available to win in the competition. It is a relatively simple 
game. It’s a cake walk. 

 


