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Love March heralds historic start in Chiefland to 
honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
The Love 
March to 
Honor Dr. 
Martin Luther 
King Jr. 
passes in 
front of Jim 
King Realty 
on Main 
Street in 
Chiefland. 
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     CHIEFLAND -- A community celebration of unity and love on Martin Luther King 
Day, starting with the Love March at First United Methodist Church of Chiefland, 707 N. 
Main St., and ending with an extensive program at Trailhead Park -- on the west side of 
Main Street (U.S. Highway 19) just north of Second Avenue Southwest – heralds an 
historic start to honoring civil rights leader the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
 

https://youtu.be/v-iNqS0Utoo 
In this video, many of the people in the Love March are seen. One part of 
the group is cheering “To God be the glory!” 

 
Among the people near 
the front of the Love 
March, Ty Compton 
pedals his three-
wheeler in the parade. 
This member of the 
congregation of First 
United Methodist 
Church in Chiefland, 
was among the many 
people in a diverse set 
of humans working to 
promote love among 

neighbors. Here the group is passing through the green light at Park Avenue 
as they go southbound on Main Street (U.S. Highway 19). 
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Yumma Brown drives a vehicle with a sign on it from D. Williams Mortuary 
Services in the Love March. 
 

 
A vehicle from D. Williams Mortuary Services rides in the Love March. 
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A motorcyclist and passenger, a trike driver and passenger ride through 
downtown Chiefland as part of the Love March. 
 

 
Sitting on the hood of a Cadillac for Carnegie Funeral Services is Taylin 
McLeod, 8, as one of the participants in the Live March. 
 

 
A van from one of the many churches involved in this event is seen in 
downtown Chiefland as part of the Love March. 
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Another van from one of the many churches involved in this event is seen in 
downtown Chiefland as part of the Love March. There also were several 
cars and SUVs in the procession from the church to the park. 
 

 
Some of the many members of the Chiefland Police Department who helped 
with the Love March are seen guarding the rear of the parade. Volunteers 
from the Levy County Sheriff's Office Citizens On Patrol were also 
significant helpers in regard to traffic control. 
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CPD Chief Scott Anderson leads the municipal police department that 
served as the lead agency for protecting people and property during the 
parade, as they do all over the city every day and night. 
 

 
(from left) Minister Robert Wells of the Inspirational Church of Jesus and 
Outreach Ministries of Williston holds 9-month-old Carter Carter, as Pastor 
Johnnie Jones III of the Fountain of Life Church of Williston and Bishop 
James H. Dixon Jr. of the Greater Faith Baptist Fellowship of Gainesville 
stand by him. Pastor Wells is also among the founders of the Levy County 
Prevention Coalition as well as being an employee at Meridian Health 
Services. 
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Gussie Boatright of Williston is the leader of the committee for celebrations 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in Levy County. She said she is excited about 
the progress made in Chiefland in regard to celebrating the 
accomplishments of Dr. King. 
 

 
The sign on the back of Ty Compton’s three-wheeler shows ‘I have decided 
to stick with love. Hate is too great a burden to bear.’ 
 

 

 

 
Pastor Lance Hayes 
opens the celebration 
in the park. 
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Pastor George Jones Jr. sings Amazing Grace. 
 

 
Pastor Johnnie Jones III tells people they are part of making history at this 
event. 
 

 
Pastor Lance Hayes (left) welcomes Pastor Robert Wells to the stage. 
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Stacey and Brandon Peters of Williston are among the participants at the 
event. Brandon Peters is the vice chair of the Levy County Democratic 
Executive Committee Stacey Peters is the Levy County DEC state 
committeewoman. He is among the Democrats who ran for Congress in 
November to be a representative of this part of Florida. 
 

 
Pastor Robert Wells reminds listeners of the two greatest commandments 
that Jesus shared with people. 
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First United Methodist Church Pastor Alex Christian and his wife Velma 
Christian are among the people who helped organize this event. 
 

 
Generations of people all came to the park to celebrate. Seen here (from 
left) are Maya Jones, Gilda K. Jones, a retired teacher from Alachua County 
who is holding her grandchild 1-year-old Emery Jones, and Pastor George 
Jones Jr. 
 
     More than 100 people brought love, hope and faith together during the march and at 
the park Monday (Jan. 21). 
     Among the people who spoke to the crowd during the afternoon program were Pastor 
Lance Hayes of Potter House Exalting of Chiefland, who served as emcee; Pastor Alex 
Christian of First United Methodist Church of Chiefland, who was among the main 
organizers; Pastor Robert Wells of the Inspirational Church of Jesus and Outreach 
Ministries of Williston; Pastor Johnnie Jones III of the Fountain of Life Church of 
Williston; Pastor George Jones Jr. of Saint John Missionary Baptist Church of 
Chiefland; Pastor Kenneth Hunt of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Trenton; and Bishop 
James H. Dixon Jr. of the Greater Faith Baptist Fellowship of Gainesville. 
     There was plenty of free food, fun and fellowship well into the afternoon at the park. 
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Fish, hamburger, hotdogs and other meats were the main course grilled on a big 
smoker. All of the food was free for everyone. 
     The Step Team from the Potter’s House were among the dancers during the day. 
     There were many events happening in the Tri-County Area to celebrate the life of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. (Jan 15, 1929 – April 4, 1968). Dr. King was a member of the 
clergy who stood up for civil rights in America. 
     He was assassinated at the age of 39 when he was shot at the Lorraine Motel in 
Memphis in 1968. 
     Events in the area covered several days. 
     The Love March in Chiefland was the start of the recognition of the legacy of Dr. King 
in that city – making this an historic event. 
     Pastor George Jones Jr. opened the program with prayer after Pastor Hayes 
introduced him. Pastor Hayes said the love and unity march from First United 
Methodist Church to the Trailhead Park was in honor of Dr. King. 
     Before Pastor Jones said the opening prayer at the park, he started singing Amazing 
Grace, and everyone joined in. 
     The pastor gave his thanks to God in the name of Jesus for all of the progress made 
by people – from wood-burning stoves to microwaves and beyond. 
     He thanked the Lord for His grace and mercy, as he prayed that God would keep 
people united for the glory of God in churches, homes, offices and everywhere else. 
     Pastor Jones asked God to bless the leaders of the event and all of the participants in 
the name of Jesus. 
     Pastor Johnnie Jones III let the people know they had just made history by being the 
first participants in a public Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration in Chiefland. 
     Not only did the people make history, he continued, but they “… put an exclamation 
point” on it by being united and diverse. 
     As the Chiefland residents and visitors commemorate the life, the legacy and the work 
of Dr. King, Pastor Jones said he is happy to see such an excellent turnout. 
     He challenged listeners to continue the multifaith, multirace bond in Chiefland, just 
as people all over Levy County are striving for unity. 
     “Our theme countywide is that we are better together,” Pastor Jones continued. 
“That’s why I got up this morning and I marched in Bronson, and then came here to 
march with you – just to show the support for you from your brothers and sisters from 
across the county.” 
     The pastor asked everyone to do what they can to keep alive Dr. King’s efforts for 
love, peace and equality. 
     Minister Robert Wells next spoke about how Dr. King was working -- thanks to the 
power of the Holy Ghost. 
     When everyone looks at the advances in technology, as well as the luxuries and 
freedoms that people enjoy, they should look at the United States today. Even with all of 
the technological progress, humans have not progressed socially enough to love one 
another as God wants, he said. 
     Pastor Wells reminded listeners that the two commandments Jesus shared as the 
most important for people is first to love God with all of their hearts, souls and minds. 
And second, Pastor Wells said, Jesus reminded people that God wants everyone to love 
their neighbors as they love themselves. (Matthew 22:37-39) 
     “If we just did those two things,” Wells said, “then all of our problems would come to 
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an end.” 
     He urged people to reflect on love during this commemoration of Dr. King. Learn to 
love one another, Wells said, in spite of the differences between people as to how they 
look or sound. 
     When Methodist Pastor Christian spoke, he kept the theme of God’s love going. 
     Often, the pastor said, people know Christians as being against things rather than 
being for them. Dr. King’s Dream, Pastor Christian said, was uniting people through 
God’s love. 
    “We are all created equal,” he said, “and God’s love can be found in every single 
person. He (Dr. King) wasn’t just talking about one set of people. He was talking about 
all people. 
     “The church,” the Methodist pastor said, “is the body of Christ and it is to be the 
expression of love in this world.” 
    He explained further. 
     By “coming into our neighborhood as Jesus Christ,” Pastor Christian said, “God was 
fully man, and He showed us what God’s love looks like. Jesus treated all people equally. 
He didn’t come to form an institution. He came to form a relationship between God and 
people.” 
     As humans, we are to show God’s love to our neighbors, the pastor added. 
     “Because only God’s love,” Pastor Christian said, “can help us overcome our 
differences. Only God’s love can create new relationships, create new communities, 
create new neighborhoods and create a new world.” 
     Pursue the love of God and for one another, above all else, Pastor Christian said. 
     Gussie Boatright is the leader for the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. activities across all of 
Levy County. Speaking to HardisonInk.com during the event in Chiefland, she 
explained the value of not having a rotating event in one city and then the next. 
     Every city has “its own flavor” of how to celebrate the legacy of Dr. King, she said. As 
for the countywide committee for these events, she said the group chooses against 
micromanaging in any of the various cities and towns. 
     She added that not only was Dr. King an excellent member of the clergy, but his life 
also showed that he was a family man. She hopes the youth today adopt the ideals of 
being part of a family. 
     The events in Chiefland on Monday were a phenomenal start to what may become a 
tradition. Pastor Christian said he sees this first time as providing an opportunity for 
growth as the event comes to fruition again next year. 


