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Sheriff Bobby Schultz serves as keynote speaker 
at Gilchrist County AARP event; 

States that a new jail is needed 

 
(from left) GCSO Lt. Keagon Weatherford, Sheriff Bobby Schultz, GCSO Chief 
Financial Officer Jeannine Pfannschmidt and GCSO Capt. Sheryl Brown sit at the 
honored guests table of the AARP meeting at the ForVets Lodge of Otter Springs 
Park and Campground. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Jan. 16, 2019 at 10:08 p.m. 
     GILCHRIST COUNTY -- Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz provided the members 
and guests of Gilchrist County AARP Chapter #2133 with a thorough review of law enforcement 
matters on Tuesday (Jan. 15), during the monthly AARP meeting that was held in the ForVets 
Lodge House at Otter Springs Park and Campground. 
 

 
Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz addresses the crowd at the AARP Chapter 
2133 meeting. 
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     Sheriff Schultz spoke about the tragic deaths of two on-duty Gilchrist County Sheriff's Office 
deputies who were gunned down in April of 2018 as they ate lunch in Trenton. He shared with 
listeners some facts about the need for a new Gilchrist County Jail. 
     Also during the AARP meeting, which was led by President Sheila Smith, Vice President 
Debbie Destin and other officers and directors, there was information from Health Chair Susan 
Wells, Legal Minutes Chair Julie Waldman, Alzheimer Chair Kathryn Lancaster and others. As 
always, it was a meeting full of information and fellowship. 
     There was also a lunch of soup, salad or sandwiches, drinks and desserts. 
     Many members remembered to bring a "Can In Hand" of non-perishable and hygienic items 
for the local food bank as well. 
 

Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office 

     Sheriff Schultz said he feels blessed to work with a team of deputies, correctional officers and 
support staff at the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office. 
     “I don’t take it for granted,” Sheriff Schultz said. “I understand the magnitude of the calling 
for which I have been given. And I take it very seriously.” 
     The sheriff said he does not think he is perfect. He has done and will do, however, everything 
to the best of his ability. 
     Every member of the GCSO, he said, like the community as a whole, are one team with one 
mission. The GCSO seeks to assure that Gilchrist County remains a place that is safe to live, 
work and play in, Sheriff Schultz said. 
     Being given the opportunity to address the AARP each January with a state of law 
enforcement in Gilchrist County is a privilege, he said, and he feels honored to be able to share 
this information with the people. 
     AARP Legal Minutes Chair Waldman, Sheriff Schultz said, has been able to tell people about 
scams. 
     The sheriff told people to never give their credit card information to people calling them out 
of the blue. The Gilchrist County Sheriff's Office does not call people seeking money to bail out a 
family member. This is a scam that has been tried before. 
      He spoke about the murder of two deputies. In the aftermath of that, he said, the GCSO 
started from scratch again. 
     “We lost a lot of people,” Sheriff Schultz said, “through attrition, and by people who thought 
they had seen enough. They said ‘enough is enough’ and they got out of the field.” 
     The sheriff said there are some people in the GCSO who still struggle with the impact from 
the senseless murder of two deputies while they were having lunch in Trenton. 
    The sheriff said the men and women who are on the GCSO team now strive constantly to 
provide their best for the resident and visitors of Gilchrist County. Some number of the road 
deputies people may have seen last year are not seen this year, he added. 
      The sheriff said there was some reorganization. All of the members are all doing their best, 
he said, and they have all “stepped up to the plate.” 
     Crime in Gilchrist County, Sheriff Schultz said, is continuing to decline. One crime went up in 
2018 – murders – because there were two. 
     In 2013, when he entered the office as sheriff, Schultz said, there were in excess of 100 
burglaries reported in the county. 
     As of last year, there were 32, he said, adding that his effort to work to reduce illegal drug 
sales in the county works in reducing burglaries as well. 
      While the success of the agency could make it seem like “the windshield last year,” perhaps 
this year the GCSO will “be the bug.” 
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     Success last year, he said, was despite being understaffed. 
     With the help of the people of Gilchrist County and the Board of County Commissioners, the 
GCSO is fully staffed now, Sheriff Schultz said. 
     One problem was the lack of a pay raise for deputies since the start of 2006, he said.  Starting 
pay was $30,000 a year, he said. 
     He offset the argument of a person signing up as a public servant. 
     “No,” he said. “You did not sign up to get killed. No one is going to walk into the Sheriff’s 
Office (as a deputy applicant) and say ‘I want to get shot.’” 
     The sheriff said life and death situations are not an everyday occurrence for every law 
enforcement officer. Deputies must be trained, however, as medical professionals, psychologists, 
corrections or detention officers, deputy sheriffs, counselors and mediators. 
     The sheriff said people called into law enforcement with the Sheriff’s Office know they must 
perform in these roles. 
     Sheriff Schultz said he is glad now, too, that deputies are seeing a reasonable starting pay to 
work in Gilchrist County. 
     The new starting annual salary for deputies and correctional officers is $34,000 in the GCSO, 
he said. 
     As a result of the pay increase, the number of applicants went from zero to at least 100, he 
added. 
      It was not just the increase in pay that attracted the new talent, Sheriff Schultz said. The 
people who came to help immediately after the murder of the two deputies saw that the 
community supported its Sheriff’s Office, Schultz said, and they shared that they would like to 
work in this county. 
     The deputies who are part of this team are all qualified and they all want to be in Gilchrist 
County, he said. 
     When the sheriff started there was only one dispatcher. 
     The GCSO dispatchers are responsible to take calls for police, fire and EMS. 
     The number of dispatchers went from one to three under Sheriff’s Schultz’s administration, 
because of growth in the county and because he saw the need that had to be met. 
     Another important topic the sheriff addressed was the need for a new Gilchrist County Jail. 
      The majority of Gilchrist County voters (70 percent) chose “No” on a straw ballot poll that 
asked if people would pay more taxes to pay for a new jail. 
     Sheriff Schultz said the wording on the poll was not reflexive of what may happen, and there 
was not enough of an effort to show the voters about how badly a new jail is needed. 
     This is the Gilchrist County Commissioners’ jail, Schultz said. He has agreed to run it. 
     Sheriff Schultz said a new jail is needed. 
     Housing Gilchrist County jail inmates in either the Levy County Jail or the Dixie County Jail 
is an option, he said. However, this method would be more expensive than building a new jail. It 
would take more tax dollars to do that, he said. 
     “Ultimately,” he said, “if it up to the citizens and the County Commission to make those 
decisions.” 
     Between now and a possible 202 vote, Sheriff Schultz said he must make some choices in 
relatively short order to take care of potential officer safety issues that exist at the jail. 
     “If I can’t run it the way it should be run,” Sheriff Schultz said, “if I can’t provide safety for my 
officers, and the inmates, then I am not going to do it.” 
     The sheriff said he does not believe it will come to that, although it is an option he may 
exercise. 
     Schultz encourages everyone to talk to their neighbors, and their county commissioners when 
this question is put on the ballot in a couple of years. 
     The sheriff this is not about a problem between him and the County Commission. The entire 
crux of the situation is about the money required to safely and properly house and care for the 
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suspected criminals who end up in the Gilchrist County Jail. 
     However it happens, he said, the county needs a new jail – and he believes the people can 
make that happen as one team and one mission. 
 

National Blood Donation Month 

     Health Chair Susan Wells told all of the AARP members and guests that January is Blood 
Donor Month across the country, according to the American Red Cross. 
     She said that 38 percent of the United States’ population is able to donate blood, but only 10 
percent donate. Wells said the LifeSouth Community Blood Service bloodmobile is often 
available. 
     There also are donation opportunities at the LifeSouth Community Blood Center, 2202 N 
Young Blvd. (in the same plaza as Winn-Dixie). 
     The meeting included door prizes and a luncheon. The Gilchrist County AARP Chapter is 
thriving, however there is always room for more members – especially people who will step up 
in time to take leadership roles. 
     The annual dues are a mere $10. 


