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Yankeetown ballot to include advisory 
referendum question 

By Jeff M Hardison © Dec. 16. 2018 at 2:28 p.m. 
     YANKEETOWN -- Yankeetown voters are scheduled to be casting ballots on one issue at 
the Yankeetown general election on Feb. 26. 
     The three Yankeetown Town Council seats that were up for the selection were filled by three 
qualified candidates, according to records. 
     Registered voters in the town of Yankeetown will be voting on an advisory referendum to help 
determine if the city will continue to maintain, manage and fund the Withlacoochee Gulf 
Preserve (WGP).  Voters will either vote “Yes” or “No,” to according to public records provided 
by Yankeetown Town Clerk-Treasurer and Administrator Sherri Macdonald. 
     Results from this ballot question are to give guidance to the Yankeetown City Council. 
     The Friends of the WGP have noted they are saddened by the Yankeetown Town Council’s 
action that led to this straw ballot. 
     The Friends of the Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve sent a message via email on Nov. 28 alerting 
interested individuals to the stark reality. 
     The potential exists for this “public treasure to fall into the hands of a private developer,” they 
noted. 
     The Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve (WGP) is a 413-acre parcel of land owned and managed by 
the Town of Yankeetown. 
     The property was purchased with funds from the Florida Forever Community Trust. Most of 
the improvements to the WGP have been made with State Department of Environmental 
Protection Grants, Felburn Foundation Grants, other small grants, and private donations. 
General maintenance, utilities, insurance, and other expenses are paid by the Town of 
Yankeetown with funding from property taxes, and donations from the Friends of the WGP, The 
Friends noted in the email. 
     "The Board (of Directors) of the Friends of the Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve wishes to inform 
our members, volunteers, and the general public of recent developments effecting the Preserve," 
The email noted. "During the Yankeetown Town (Council) budget hearings in the summer of 
2018, there was a discussion about the expense to the Town of maintaining the WGP. 
     "The Town Council subsequently investigated the possibility of turning the WGP back to the 
State," the Friends’ email continued, "thereby removing the financial responsibility from the 
Town. The Town of Yankeetown has decided to put an advisory referendum on the 2019 
February ballot asking whether the Town should stop funding the WGP. If the Advisory 
Referendum receives a majority in favor of defunding the WGP, then the Yankeetown Town 
Council will pursue turning the property over to the State." 
     If the voters of Yankeetown want to have the town to no longer help the WGP, then the state 
"... would try to find another entity to take over the management of the property – State, County, 
or a viable non-profit organization. If no entity can be found, it is possible that the Preserve 
could be sold to a private organization," the Friends noted. 
     The Friends of the WGP is a non-profit organization that works with Yankeetown to promote 
and develop the WGP. 
     "The Friends of the WGP are saddened that the (Yankeetown Town) Council is considering 
divesting the Town of this community treasure," The Friends' Board of Directors noted. "We 
believe the property is an asset to the Town, providing unique recreational experiences to our 
community and visitors. Unfortunately, the Friends do not have the manpower or the financial 
funding to assume responsibility of the Preserve. However, our mission still stands and we will 
continue to support the WGP with promotions, programs, and educational events until such 
time the Preserve’s fate is determined. 
      WGP visitors who live outside the town limits and who enjoy this preserve as a public entity 
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are urged by the Friends to send concerns to: 
Yankeetown Town Hall, 6241 Harmony Lane, Yankeetown, FL 
email: yankeetownTH@gmail.com 
     In the election for three Yankeetown Town Council seats there were three candidates. 
Therefore, all three qualified in each. All three will serve a two-year term. 
     The three people who are elected are Eddie “Buck” Redd. Jeffrey Saint John, and Daniel 
“Danny” Pearson. 
     The other two Town council members are Mayor Jack Schofield and Vice Mayor Jean 
Holbrook. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Three Williston City Council members are 
reelected 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Jan. 18, 2019 at 1:28 p.m. 
     WILLISTON -- Williston City Clerk Fran Taylor announced Friday the names of three 
people who were elected unopposed to fill three seats on City Council. 
     The qualifying period for the 2019 City of Williston General Election ended and the following 
individuals have filed unopposed, Taylor, who as city clerk is the municipal supervisor of 
elections, noted. 
     They are deemed elected as a result of an uncontested race, she said. 
     The winners are Justin Head – Group A; Elihu Ross – Group B; and Marguerite Robinson – 
Group C. 
     Taylor noted her congratulations to these incumbent City Council members, who were 
reelected. 
     In her email announcement Friday afternoon (Jan. 18), City Clerk Taylor noted that their 
willingness to continue to serve the residents and visitors of the City of Williston is greatly 
appreciated. 
     The recently reelected Council members are scheduled to take their oath of office on April 9, 
per the City Charter, Taylor said. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Weeks and Beck appointed to Bronson Town 
Council 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Jan. 23, 2019 at 1:48 p.m. 
     BRONSON -- With Monday (Jan. 21) being a holiday, the Bronson Town Council held its 
regular meeting on Tuesday night instead. 
     After the departure from office at the end of December of Bronson Mayor Bruce Greenlee and 
Town Councilwoman Katie Parks, the three remaining Town Council members chose from a 
field of five interested persons who wanted to fill the two empty seats. 
     The Bronson Town Council now shows the following people as being the five leaders for that 
municipality, -- Mayor Robert Partin (Seat 1), Vice Mayor Jason Hunt (Seat 4), Town 
Councilman James Beck (Seat 2), Town Councilwoman Beatrice Roberts (Seat 3) and Town 
Councilman Berlon Weeks (Seat 5). 
     The two new appointees -- Beck and Weeks -- are business owners in Bronson. Weeks is a 
former town councilman as well. 
     Beck replaces former Mayor Greenlee and Weeks replaces former Councilwoman Parks. 
     The recently-appointed Town Council members were administered the oath of office on 
Tuesday night by Bronson Town Clerk Shirley Miller. 
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     The action of choosing the mayor and vice mayor by the five current Town Council members 
is what resulted in the change in town leadership, with Partin as the unanimous choice of the 
council for mayor and Hunt the unanimous choice for vice mayor. Roberts had been the vice 
mayor until the change on Tuesday. 


