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Dixie County celebrates its 18th Annual Veterans 
Day event 

 
The American Legion Post 383 (of Old Town) Color Guard arrives at the city 
park, still in step after marching in a parade for more than a mile on 
Saturday (Nov. 10). 
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     CROSS CITY -- Mayor Tank Lee of the Town of Cross City brought people together 
Saturday (Nov. 10) to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Armistice Day when he again 
served as the leader for a parade and program for Veterans Day, which began as 
Armistice Day at the end of World War I -- Nov. 11, 2011. 

  

https://youtu.be/TkpWvINfQLY 
This video is the start of the parade in Dixie County on Saturday (Nov. 10) 
 
 

https://youtu.be/wNuFsYFGAUo 
This video is the Dixie County High School Band performing a military 
medley at the ceremony in the park. 
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Cross City Police Officer Adam Stinson (left) speaks with CCPD Inv. Stant 
Bradley (in the vehicle) and Citizen On Patrol’s leader Don Rofahl. 
 

 
Here are some members of the Dixie County Citizens On Patrol who helped 
during the Veterans Day Parade. They are all volunteers who help with 
traffic control. 
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Dixie County Sheriff Dewey Hatcher Sr. donated an old DCSO cruiser to the 
Dixie County Citizens On Patrol for the use of that organization. 
 

 
Cross City Mayor Tank Lee welcomes a visiting journalist (who is an 
honorably discharged United States Army veteran) to the event. 
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Official Flag Passer-Outers for the parade are (from left) Maggie Forehand, 
Carol Ann Forehand and Debbie Lee. They were equipped to give out 400 
American flags. The day before they placed American flags on graves of 
American soldiers in Cross City, Eugene and Old Town. 
 

 
Standing in front of perhaps the oldest vehicle in the parade – a 1930 Model 
A Ford (the Jolly Jalopy) – are (from left) Cross City Mayor Tank Lee, (Ret.) 
United States Marine Corps Sgt. Robert W. Davis, Bill Palmer (Mode A 
owner) and Victor Jones. 
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The engine of Bill Palmer’s Model A Ford shows it is a four-cylinder. He has 
a starter button, however the crank for the front is still functional to start it. 
(If a person uses the proper method, then he or she will not hurt themselves 
using the crank to start the vehicle.) 
 

 
Here is the Model A with people on the other side of it. Classic! 
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Riders of American Legion 383 prepare to start. At the right of the picture is 
part of the Color Guard. 
 

 
The parade gets ready to begin. 
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Chuck Elton, a well-established local photographer, is seen capturing 
moments at this Veterans Day event. 
 

 
Dixie County Commissioner-elect Jamie Storey expresses his gratitude to 
Jesus and to veterans. 
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State Rep. Chuck Clemons says his heroes are on the battlefields more than 
on the football fields. 
 

 
Some of the people who attended the ceremony are seen here. During parts 
of the program, children were heard in the background enjoying the city 
park facilities – more free right now from tyranny than they would be 
without the sacrifices of Americans veterans now and from centuries past. 
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The mayor introduces the guest speaker as two members of the American 
Legion hold the American flag and a POW-MIA flag, as they did throughout 
the hour-long ceremony. 
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The Dixie County High School Marching Band and Flag Corps stands ready 
to perform. 
 

 
United States Navy Veteran Thomas W. Browne speaks about Vietnam War 
veterans. 
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Michelle Riles of the Church on the Move prepares to hand out another 
hotdog lunch to a veteran. 
 

 
The front of the commemorative tee-shirt this year (it was more blue than 
shows up in this picture). 



HardisonInk.com 
 

 
The back of the commemorative tee-shirt this year (it was more blue than 
shows up in this picture). Attorney Shannon Smith, representing Smith 
Asset Management Co. and Smith Law Firm, is a member of the Class of 
1990 of the United States Military Academy at West Point. He was in the 
audience, as were Dixie County Clerk of Court Dana Johnson and some of 
the other sponsors shown here. These are the sponsors this year.  
 
     This marked the 18th Annual Veterans Day under the leadership of Mayor Lee, who 
initiated the first one and continues to make it happen with help from his family and 
others. 
     State Rep. Charles Wesley "Chuck" Clemons Sr. (R-Newberry, Dist. 21) and Dixie 
County Commissioner-elect Jamie Storey were a couple of unanticipated guest speakers 
at the program. 
     Steve Fremen set up the sound system speakers this year, in contrast with the man 
who has done so for every year since the second year – Bob Leichner of Dixie Music 
Center. 
     Dotti Leichner, who has expanded her sales of her art, had scheduled to participate in 
a Nov. 10 art show in Orlando before the mayor switched the traditional Nov. 11 event to 
be on Nov. 10 instead, and Bob Leichner needed to stay in Old Town to mind the store. 
      Another new aspect this year was Michelle Riles leadership and representation from 
Church on the Move. Church on the Move offered veterans a hotdog, cookie, and 
crackers and cheese as a lunch after the ceremony. Drinks were given to veterans too. 
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     Riles and her colleagues also gave any veteran who wanted it bags of food and bags of 
meat. The bags of meat included bacon-wrapped sirloin medallions, and packages of 
prepared sliced smoked turkey breast. 
     The food packages contained pears, apples, packets of instant grits, sugar wafer 
cookies, granola bars, a bag of glazed doughnuts and more. 
     Mayor Lee, his wife Debbie Lee, Maggie Forehand and Carol Ann Forehand gave each 
veteran a commemorative tee-shirt from this event to honor veterans. 
     Tank Lee and Debbie Lee’s daughter Angel was extremely active in helping the 
program success again this year too. 
     The program was held after a parade, and the program included very thoughtful 
speeches by Mayor Lee, Rep. Clemons, United States Navy veteran Tom Browne and 
Mike Hutto, District Commander of the American Legion and former Post Commander 
of American Legion Post 383 of Old Town. 
      American Legion Post 383, American Legion Auxiliary 383, American Legion Riders 
383 and American Legion Sons 383 were all among the veterans involved in the parade 
and other aspects of the ceremony. 
      The local VFW sent a strong contingent to the event as well. 

THE PARADE 

      The parade started at the Dixie County manager’s office and went down U.S. 
Highway 19 southbound to Highway 351 where it turned west to go to the Dixie County 
Courthouse and then to the city park behind the courthouse. 
     All along the western side of U.S. 19 there were hundreds of flags to honor veterans. 
Terry Dembo, project originator, and his wife Debbie Dembo are among the leaders of 
the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce involved with this project. 
     To see one of the stories about these flags, please visit this July 14, 2016 
HardisonInk.com story by clicking HERE. 
     Cross City Police Officer Adam Stinson was driving the cruiser that led the parade. 
     After the cruiser, the American Legion Post 383 Color Guard carried Old Glory and a 
POW-MIA flag with riflemen marching on either side of the two flags. 
     Appearing for the first time in this parade were the American Legion 383 Riders. 
There were at least 16 of those vehicles, with many having a driver and a passenger. 
     At least a dozen more American Legion Post 383 members rode on a float pulled by a 
pickup truck. 
     A lady in wheelchair, a man on a riding lawnmower, Rep. Clemons and other walkers 
followed. 
     Next in line from the starting point was Bill Palmer driving his 1930 Model A Ford. 
      Mayor Lee pulled a model tank with an ATV. That tank included live tracer rounds 
from the Vietnam War. Also, from the Vietnam War and on that tank were a trenching 
tool and an empty mortar shell box. 
     Lee said before the parade that he did “fire” one of the tracer rounds by hitting the 
firing cap on the back with a nail. He said it was “cool” to see that tracer go through the 
air, but he has no plans to repeat that firing. 
     Mayor Lee is a member of the Sons of the American Legion 383. 
     Behind his tank, for their first time in a Veterans Day Parade, were the members of 
the Old Town Elementary School Color Guard. They carried white flags and red flags. 
There were many students in that unit of the parade. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2016/07/7-14-16-hardisonink-com-dixie-county-chamber-offers-opportunity-to-honor-veterans.pdf
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     Cub Scout Pack 24 and Boy Scout Troop 24 from Old Town participated in the parade 
as well. 
     Members of the Joppa Lodge No.4 F&AM Masonic Lodge of Old Town, and or the 
Shamrock Lodge No.268 F&AM Masonic Lodge of Suwannee participated. 
     The Dixie County Anti-Drug Coalition with Rebecca Fusco and another 
representative rode in the parade. Fusco was also recognized during the ceremony for 
the DCADC efforts to significantly improve the appearance of the stage at the city park. 
     Bringing up the rear of the parade was the Dixie County High School Red Regiment 
Marching Band and the DCHS Flag Corps, which performed in the parade and at the 
ceremony. 

THE CEREMONY 

     Mayor Tank Lee welcomed everyone to the park for the ceremony. 
     He thanked the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce for making the town beautifully 
decorated with flags next to U.S. Highway 19. 
     In addition to Terry and Debbie Dembo, Andrew Rains, Ben and Carol West and 
other Chamber members were recognized for their work to put up the flags and crosses. 
     The mayor spoke about the 100th anniversary of the end of World War I. That war 
started in July of 1914 and it ended Nov. 11, 1918 – on Armistice Day. 
     Eventually, the Armistice Day celebration became Veterans Day to honor all 
American veterans who served in any war. 
     To honor the 100th Anniversary of Armistice Day, the America Legion has called for a 
bell-tolling to recognize peace, and the solemn sacrifice of the 116,000-plus American 
men and women who died in WWI. The bell rang in the park 21 times as part of this 
ceremony on Saturday. 
     American Legion District Commander Mike Hutto gave the opening prayer. 
MaShayla Rollison sang the Star-Spangled Banner a cappella (without accompanying 
instruments). 
     Cross City Mayor Lee mentioned his gratitude to the Town of Cross for him being 
able to have the program at the city park. 
     Dixie County Commissioner-elect Storey spoke to the people. 
     On behalf of the Board of County Commissioners, Storey expressed gratitude to every 
person who was in attendance at the event. He said “Thank you” to veterans and their 
families. 
     He said he is thankful to Jesus for the Good Lord protecting soldiers as they protect 
the people of America. 
     Rep. Clemons spoke next. 
     Nothing makes Clemons prouder, he said, than to drive through Cross City and see 
those American flags on the side of the highway. 
     “You know I’ve got heroes,” Rep. Clemons said. “None of them wear a football jersey. 
My heroes wear the uniforms (of the military service branches) that protect our 
liberties.” 
     Clemons’ grandfather was in WWI and he suffered for the rest of his life from the 
effects of mustard gas. 
     Mustard gas, or sulfur mustard, is a chemical agent that causes severe burning of the 
skin, eyes and respiratory tract. It can be absorbed into the body through inhalation, 
ingestion or by coming into contact with the skin or eyes. 
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     “Every day should be Veterans Day in the United States of America,” Clemons said, 
after he mentioned the sacrifices of veterans to secure and keep the freedoms that some 
people take for granted. 
     A favorite uncle of Clemons will be 99 in April. This uncle loss the use of his left lung 
after a German machinegun took it out during combat during WWII, “… defending our 
liberties and our freedoms.” 
     The state representative for this district urged people in the audience. 
     “May we never forget these sacrifices,” he said. May we never forget the cold, the 
damp, the hunger – all things that our troops went through,” Clemons said, “so that we 
can enjoy the things that we enjoy today.” 
     Clemons said he wants God to bless “all of the defenders of the dream.” 
     Guest speaker Thomas W. Browne of Old Town is a member of the Military Order of 
the Cootie. The Military Order of the Cootie of the United States is a non-profit Veterans 
Service Organization. It is known as "The Honor Degree of the VFW" and its members 
are comprised of the officers and leadership of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States. 
     Browne thanked everyone for attending the ceremony to recognize and thank the 
veterans who nobly served as they defended honor, duty and country. 
     He reminded listeners that since the first shots were fired in the American 
Revolution, patriots have responded to the call to duty. Millions of American have 
fought to defend freedom here and abroad, he said. 
     Even today, troops are giving their lives to defend freedom and serve the interests of 
the United States, he said. And even as some them die, still other Americans enlist to be 
part of the military service. 
      “We owe more than we can ever repay to veterans of all wars in which our nation has 
been involved,” Browne said. 
     He emphasized the debt to Vietnam veterans, of which he is one. 
     They served under some of the most difficult psychological pressures, he said. At the 
time, many of their peers and elders denounced their service to the country as immoral, 
Browne said. 
     They served while some avoided the draft, he said. They served without the full 
support usually seen for soldiers going to war. 
     Nevertheless, these soldiers served with a high level of professional competence, he 
said, and courage. America has a deep obligation to these fighting men and women. 
     “As they served us in war,” Browne said, “so must we serve them in peace. They 
protected our freedom and prosperity.” 
     Vietnam veterans, he said, are the forgotten and silent heroes of their generation.  
     The 6.5 million veterans who served during Vietnam, he said, are served by 
organizations that recognize their quiet courage. On this 51st anniversary of the end of 
that war, Browne says to those veterans “Welcome home.” 
     The veteran spoke about his family’s involvement in the military. 
     Browne concluded his presentation by saying “God bless America.” 
OTHER EVENTS 
     Also on Saturday (Nov. 10) from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., there was a car show and craft show 
at Otter Springs Park and Campground in Gilchrist County near Trenton. 
     The craft show is from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Car awards were presented at 2 p.m. There 
was food and music planned at this event as well. 
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     Proceeds from this event are to help the Camp Valor Project that is being put together 
by ForVets Inc. For more information about the For Vets project, please call 352-463-
0800. 
     The United States Marine Corps was founded Nov. 10, 1775, and so the celebration in 
Cross City also was sort of a birthday party for the USMC. 
     Today (Sunday, Nov. 11) the City of Williston hosted a Veterans Day event at 4 p.m. in 
Heritage Park. 


