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Cedar Key Seafood Festival sees 
thousands of visitors in first day 

 
Cedar Key Lions Club President Mike Hodges holds two corn-on-the-cob 
examples of what was being sold at this tent. Behind him are some of the 
many hardworking volunteers who are members of the Cedar Key Lions 
Club. Among the many other tents where people were serving food for 
worthy causes was one for the Cedar Key School (CKS) FFA – fish dinners; 
CKS Basketball program – homemade clam chowder; and the CKS Fourth 
Grade Class – grouper sandwiches. 
 
Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 21, 2018 4:08 p.m. 
* Updated Oct. 22, 2018 at 9:38 a.m. 
(72 lives positively impacted by blood donations) 
 
     CEDAR KEY – As the Cedar Key Lions Club started its two-day 49th Annual 
Seafood Festival on Saturday (Oct. 20), State Road 24 filled with vehicles westbound 
from all points east of there. 
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Erica Vela (left) provides bass rifts for lead guitar-player and singer Matt 
Sky. The two gentlemen are among the many talented entertainers who 
performed during the two-day festival. 
  

https://youtu.be/U_-TVpcMepc 
In this 6-minute, 50-second video, Erica Vela (left) provides bass for lead 
guitar-player and singer Matt Sky. Sky calls his friend ‘Dr. Bass.’ In this 
video, Sky sings his original song Nothin’ To Do. This song is about some of 
the positive aspects of living in Cedar Key. Sky gave HardisonInk.com 
permission to publish this video for the world to see and hear. 
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Nancy Mann, 74, of 
Kissimmee said this 
year heralds the fifth 
or sixth year she has 
been a vendor at the 
Cedar Key Lions Club 
Seafood Festival. 
Mann said she 
appreciates the Lions 
placing her in the 
same spot each year, 
because she has come 
to know her next-
door vendor 
neighbors over the 
years. ‘This festival is fabulous,’ she said. Mann sells oils to treat symptoms 
such as pain. She has an extensive array of treatments. She began her 
research and development so that she does not have to use pharmaceutical 
drugs. She takes nothing other than what she has created for her medical 
needs. Mann said her first time as a vendor, she did not think it would go as 
well as it did because of the long ride down a road where there was little 
development. She found the event to be very rewarding each year, she 
added. As for marijuana to be used among the herbs for pain relief, Mann 
said she even endorses marijuana as a recreational drug for use in Florida. 
She said with it being sold as a drug now, it is not taxed. If it were used for 
recreation, like alcoholic beverages, then it would generate sales tax. 
 
 
These Cedar Key Lions Club 
members are among the 
wonderful force of 
volunteers. Seen here early 
in the two-day festival are 
(from left) Cedar Key Lions 
Club Treasurer Faye 
Sanders, Cedar Key Lions 
Club Board Member Diana 
Priessman and Judy 
Howerton, the chair of the 
Cedar Key Lions Club Vision 
Committee. 
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Among the honey-providers at this event are Byron and Debra Teerlinic of 
Williston. They even brought some bees in a box to show people how the 
busy bees work – even while some people play at the festival. 
 

 
Hannah (The Mermaid Lady) Hogan from Key Largo, brought decorated 
shells, mermaid tails, tiaras and other items used by mermaids. This 
festival heralded her first Cedar Key Seafood Festival as a vendor. 
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Dog owners found a vendor from Gainesville providing them with excellent 
products. Colleen O’Fallon (seen here) runs Sweet Paws Bakery in 
Gainesville with her mother Patricia O’Fallon. Her Mom was in Gainesville 
at the store as Colleen was at the festival. This is the sixth year at the Cedar 
Key Seafood Festival for Sweet Paws Bakery. Here, Colleen is holding a 
container of Carob Chip Delight, a treat for dogs. The bakery has a wide 
variety of flavorful treats, as well as bandanas, tee-shirts and other items 
for dogs. 
 
 
Among the thousands of 
visitors sojourning 
through Cedar Key 
recently, are Karol 
Ketola, 67, and Moe 
Coley, 72, both from 
Bluffton, S.C. They came 
to Cedar Key for a week 
to kayak, as part of a 
group of 35 other 
kayakers. The 37 visiting 
kayakers are part of the 
Sun City Kayak Club of 
Bluffton – which has 185 
total members. These 
two fun-loving 
adventurers are staying 
at a bed and breakfast in 
Cedar Key for a week. 
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Katie Kelly pours lemonade for Amanda and Neil McFarland of Citrus 
County at the Seafood Festival. 
 
 
Kai Bond (left) holds a sign pointing to an inflatable kayak that a person 
will win at 4 p.m.ish today (Oct. 21). Standing next to him behind the kayak 
is Katie Kelly. Bond 
and Kelly were 
working in the Cedar 
Key Garden Club 
tent. Proceeds from 
the lemonade sales 
go to help the Cedar 
Key School Music 
Program. Proceeds 
from the kayak raffle 
are to help the Shark 
Aquaculture Life 
Training program. 
Crystal Lipscomb 
(not pictured), CKS 
parent and 
volunteer, was 
among the adults overseeing the young volunteers’ work. The young Mr. 
Bond politely mentioned that on this day Sharks and Pirates are working 
together. He is an eighth grade CKS Shark and Kelly is a visiting eleventh 
grade Pirate from Crystal River High School, who volunteered to help CKS 
efforts. 
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Raymond Powers Sr., whose face is somewhat hidden due to the difference 
between the sunlight reflecting off of everything not in the shade of the tent, 
stirs some of the 45 gallons of clam chowder made to generate proceeds for 
the Cedar Key Science Department. (Some of his helpers are seen in the 
shadows behind him.) While there are many stories about many clam 
chowders and other dishes at this wonderful festival, this chowder is bound 
to be among the most historic. This recipe comes from Raymond Powers 
Sr.’s 90-year-old mother Peggy Powers of Saint Augustine. Peggy Powers, 
who is still in America’s Oldest City, was married to the late Arthur Powers 
Jr., who was about 45 percent Minorcan Indian. As noted in the University 
of North Florida’s website dealing with some of Florida’s history, ‘The 
Minorcan’s arrival in St. Augustine in the fall of 1777 came at an auspicious 
time. The American Revolutionary War to the north was beginning to bring 
an influx of loyalists into British East Florida that would swell the numbers 
of people living in St. Augustine.’ Florida became part of the United States 
of America on March 3, 1845. While science and history lessons are great 
and wonderful, eating this delicious clam chowder is even better than the 
culture, biology and physics behind it all. Another of the many 
extraordinary and friendly groups selling items at the festival was the Cedar 
Key Woman’s Club – which was selling raspberry tea and Arnold Palmer 
Tea. The Cedar Key Woman’s Club members also sell calendars to raise 
money for the many charitable causes they support. 
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Five members of the Cedar Key Oystermen’s Association are the first from 
this group to man the grills and other cooking devices to bring people, fried 
oysters, shrimp and clam strips. Seen here are (from left) Richard 
Bainbridge, Vice President George Stevens, Secretary Linda Thomas, 
Secretary Mary Faye Allen (yes, they are both secretaries – Go Cedar Key 
Oystermen’s Association) and President Gerald Allen. 
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Cooking at the Cedar Key School PTO tent are (background, hold spatula) 
Levy County Superintendent of Schools Jeff Edison and Levy County School 
Board Member Chris Cowart. While Edison works here Saturday morning, 
he said, there is a Boston butt slow-cooking at his home for the Beast Feast 
planned for that night. The Beast Feast is a fundraiser that helps Levy 
County students. School Board Member Cowart also helped Saturday at the 
CKS Junior Class’ tent and the CKS Travel Club’s tent. Under his red apron 
is a Williston Rotary Club Purple Pinkie Peanut Run tee-shirt, reflecting his 
extraordinary volunteer service on the east end of Levy County for that 
group, as well as his volunteering for this Lions Club event – not to mention 
his countywide legislative duties as an elected member of the Levy County 
School Board. The CKS Junior Class was selling clam fritters. The CKS 
Travel Club, which is led by math, civics and algebra I teacher Kim Bishop, 
was selling shrimp tacos, palm salad and redfish chowder. The CKS Travel 
Club last year went to Germany and Switzerland and during the summer of 
2019, the 13 students in Travel Club plan to go to Italy and Greece, Bishop 
said. Among the many other tents where items were sold was one for the 
Cedar Key Aquaculture Association, which was selling steamed clams and 
clam dinners. Proceeds from that group went to help their friends who 
suffered from the devastation of Hurricane Michael. Among the first set of 
cookers at the Cedar Key Aquaculture Association were Chair Rose 
Cantwell, and Rick Viele, Chris Reynolds, Reggie Markham and Drew 
Smith. 
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Shawn Stephenson holds up a crab cake. Stephenson was among the cooks 
in the tent for the Cedar Key Chamber of Commerce. Standing back and 
away from the grill at the moment is Dr. Mike Allen, director of the 
UF/IFAS Nature Coast Biological Station. The Cedar Key Chamber of 
Commerce President is Caryn Stephenson. Both Mr. Stephenson and Dr. 
Allen said they are doing as their wives requested in regard to working at 
the service of dining guests of the Cedar Key Chamber of Commerce. The 
biological station was among the places to visit during the festival. 
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* The LifeSouth Bloodmobile stands ready to work together with donors to 
save lives as it accepted donors’ blood at the festival. Seventy-two lives were 
saved as a result of the donations at the two-day Cedar Key Lions Club 
Seafood Festival. An anonymous source at LifeSouth said 'Thank you to 
everyone who took time out of their day of fun to save lives.  It was a great 
event, with special people and wonderful weather.  Couldn’t ask for better 
than that!' One blood donation can save up to three lives. There were 24 
donations during the two-day festival.  (24 x 3 = 72 lives impacted)  This 
number (24) includes 12 people who gave blood for the first time. Over the 
two days, 32 people registered to give, 8 were deferred, with 24 actual 
donations given. (Updated Oct. 22, 2018 at 9:38 a.m.) 
 

 
The parade starts, rounding the corner of G Street as it goes on First Street 
in front of the Beach Front Motel. 
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The Color Guard of Chiefland VFW Post 5625 carries the American flag. Roe 
Goldsmith, Bob Fina, Dennis McIntire, Roy Grimes, Joe Elko and Kary 
Colson are among the many members of this VFW post who have served in 
this special division of the VFW. Colson is the man holding Old Glory in this 
parade. 
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This member of the Cedar Key Lions Club Seafood Festival Crab Crew is the 
person who threw the very set of beads that were bought back to The Ink 
Pad and presented to Sharon Hardison as the trophy from the festival. 
 

 
The Spiced Girls of Island Arts 
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Marching with the people promoting the campaign to elect Andrew Gillum 
(Dem.) as Florida governor and Chris King (Dem.) as lieutenant governor 
(on the left in this photo) is Brandon Peters, a Democrat who ran in the 
primary for Congress and was beaten by Bob Rackleff (Dem.). Here, Peters 
is wearing a shirt that shows he endorses Rackleff to win the race against 
U.S. Rep. Neal Dunn, the Republican incumbent. 
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Gloria Walker, a candidate for Circuit Court Judge in the Eighth Judicial 
Circuit (which includes Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Gilchrist, Levy and 
Union counties) rides in the back of a truck in the Seafood Festival Parade. 
 

 
Bernard Parker, a Democrat seeking election to the Florida House of 
Representatives, District 22, waves during the parade. Parker is in the race 
against State Rep. Charlie Stone, the Republican incumbent. 
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The ladder truck of Cedar Key Fire Dept. flies the American flag. That is the 
two-story Cedar Key Fire Rescue station behind the truck. 
 
 
Cedar Key Fire 
Chief Robert 
Robinson 
holds his 1-
year-old 
granddaughte
r Brighton 
Stone of Cedar 
Key. 
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Cindy Turner of Turner Family Honey and Bees (Bill Turner is another part 
of this team) stands near the stand where she was providing samples and 
selling the honey made by the bees they own. 
 

 
Just before noon on the first day of the two-day festival Second Street was 
already showing an elbow-to-elbow crowd. However, the very long stream 
of vehicles heading into Cedar Key had only just begun to head toward its 
pinnacle of the day. 
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     Even Levy County Roads 330, 345 and 347 found an influx of traffic as did U.S. 
Highway 19 and other highways and byways throughout the land. 
     Veteran festival goers found parking and even paid $10 to locate their transports 
closer to the action that ran the length of Historic Downtown Cedar Key’s Second 
Avenue, as well as the City Park. Visitor arriving as early as 9 a.m. for the 10 a.m. official 
start of action found almost all vendors up and running that early. 
     The Saturday morning parade, which began promptly as scheduled at 11 a.m., 
traversed the island from G Street (on the west end of the main key) eastbound down 
First Street, southbound on C Street, making the corner onto Dock Street and then to A 
Street where it went northbound and by Cedar Key City Park, which is east of A Street. 
     Among the many units in the perfectly-island parade were those representing the 
Cedar Key Police Department (which is led by Chief Virgil Sandlin), the Cedar Key 
Volunteer Fire Rescue Department (which is led by Chief Robert Robinson), Chiefland 
VFW Post 5625, the Florida State Park Service, the United States Coast Guard, Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Marine Research, McCormick Realty, the 
Cedar Key Seafood Festival’s Crab Crew (who were among the groups throwing beads), 
Piney Point Fish Camp, the Cedar Key School Cheerleaders, the CKS Safety Patrol, the 
Spiced Girls of Island Art, Cooke’s Seafood, the campaign to elect Andrew Gillum 
(Dem.) as Florida governor and Chris King (Dem.) as lieutenant governor, Gloria King 
(non-partisan), a candidate for Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge, and Bernard Parker 
(Dem.), a candidate for the Florida House of Representatives, District 22. 
     The 49th Annual Cedar Key Seafood Festival’s first day brought a phenomenal 
number of people to the island chain. 
     Themed "Some Things Should Never Change," the Festival provided a very wide 
assortment of food and drinks; fun and live entertainment; art and crafts for show and 
sale; and a very friendly family-friendly atmosphere. 
     Proceeds from the event help support Lions Club community service projects. 
     Many visitors found free parking. Admission was free. 
     There were at least 130 arts and crafts vendors from across the Southeast United 
States 
      Items for show and sale included handmade jewelry, wood carvings, original fine 
artwork in a variety of mediums, fine pottery, great sauces, hand-sewn quilts, soaps and 
lotions, decorative wreaths and more. 
     Lining the side of City Park next to A Street were several organizations’ information 
booths. 
     Live entertainment on the "Clam Boat Stage" in City Park included many talented 
musicians. 
    That big stage is really a clam boat modified to accommodate the musicians. The 
sound system was spot on and the audiences enjoyed a wonderful range of performers, 
     Among the performers were the band Flashpoint - featuring Neil & Eve Shaw; Matt 
Sky and Eric Vela (Dr. Bass); and also performing were Danny Wooten & Friends - 
Butch Wise and Ricky Stano; and Cedar Key's own Anna Hodges! 
     New this year was a Seafood Festival Online Guide for Smartphones. The Cedar Key 
Lions Club provided people with an app for their cell phones. 
     Visitors scrolling through the Guide's menus found Information on Every Festival 
Vendor; Information on Local Merchants; A Festival Venue Map; Tour Bus Drop Off & 
Pick Up Locations; Emergency Services – EMS, Police, Fire; City Park Map and Vendor 
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Locations; The Clam Boat Stage Entertainment Schedule; the Parade Schedule and 
Route. The Seafood Festival Online Guide is Smartphone friendly: iPhone, Android and 
Windows. 
     Festival visitors used the Online Guide to plan their day in Cedar Key before ever 
leaving home. 
     As predicted by Cedar Key Lions Club President Mike Hodges, "This year's Seafood 
Festival will be one to remember.  Every visitor is sure to have a wonderful day on our 
island.  Come visit Cedar Key and become an islander for a day." 
     With the first day done, the many hosts and guests must have enjoyed today Sunday 
(Oct. 21) from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. as well. 
     The odds are relatively good for the Cedar Key Lions Club Seafood Festival to be great 
next year too – that will be the 50th Anniversary. 


