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Car show helps medical service dogs 

 
Nick Copeland of McAlpin (Suwannee County) owns this 1954 Chevrolet 
3100 pickup truck. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 14, 2018 at 3:47 p.m. 
     GILCHRIST COUNTY -- The 12th Annual Classic and Custom Car Show on 
Saturday attracted scores of owners and spectators to Gilchrist County on Saturday (Oct. 
13). 
 
Chris Brown cooks 
hamburgers on a grill 
build into the front part 
of a 1957 Chevrolet. 
This grill was once 
auctioned for $6,500 to 
raise money to donate 
in the research to cure 
cystic fibrosis. The grill 
buyer donated it back. 
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Chris Brown’s son David Brown died on Sept. 29, 2017 at the age of 22 from 
cystic fibrosis. The annual car show in Fort White, which is held the first 
Saturday of each March, generated $18,000 to donate to fight cystic 
fibrosis, Brown said. 
 

 
Here he is with his very own burger. He was cooking on the grill located on 
the parking lot in front of Huegenics Hot Rods and Restoration. 
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Huegenics is the premier Hot Rod, Restoration and Custom Paint shop in 
North Central Florida. 
 

 
Another food-oriented vehicle at the event was this 1989 Cab Over Ford C-
800 fire engine. It is the mobile ice cream station named Sweet Dreams of 
Gainesville. 
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Sweet Dreams of Gainesville owner Mike Manfredi holds a scoop at the 
dispensing area of his ice cream shop. (HardisonInk.com scooped other 
media outlets with this shot.) 
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Dock and Lori Green of Lake Tropicana (Marion County) restored this 1954 
Packard-Henney Sedan Delivery vehicle. There were 120 of these made. 
There are eight left in existence. This is the only one of those that is 
registered to be on the road. The only one that looks better than this one, is 
in a museum in New Jersey and it has zero miles on it. This vehicle 
delivered cakes and pies to a United States Air Force base in California from 
a bakery for several years of its service. 
 

 
The Packard Thunderbolt flat eight-cylinder engine is 327 cubic inches and 
has 185 horsepower. 
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Dock Green sits next to the vehicle with his dog Jonney Cadillac, a 7-year-
old medical service dog that Green has had since the dog was a puppy. 
Green served in the United States Marine Corps (1962-1967) Force 
Reconnaissance. FORECON is one of the United States Marine Corps' 
special operations capable forces that provides essential elements of 
military intelligence to the command element of the Marine Air-Ground 
Task Force. 
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This yellow 1940 Ford F-100 is owned by Dewayne Jenkins of Trenton. 
  

 
Dana Sheffield of the City of Fanning Springs is seen with his Ford 1927 
Roadster (unfinished). Sheffield said he plans to complete this project; 
however, he has stalled now due to paint not sticking to the primer. The 
single solution he sees to solve this problem is to disassemble it, sandblast 
it and use primer and paint that will work like they are supposed to work. 
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Car Show Judge Russ Short looks at a Dodge Dart. Judge Short is the 
husband of Secretary Treasurer Valetta ‘Val’ Short. They are among the 
leaders of the North Florida Rod & Custom (of Old Town-Dixie County), 
which sponsors this annual show. 
 

 
The emcee for the full day of fun was by Michael ‘Mr. October’ Davis. He 
who narrated during the day as well as provided the music. Davis said this 
was his fifth or sixth year as the emcee for this event. 
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     The program started at 9 a.m. and lasted until 3 p.m. with awards for many winning 
vehicles. 
     The event was in the Tyler Creek Business Community in Gilchrist County. The 
address is 6875 S.E. State Road 47, Trenton. 
    This show was open to all vehicles. 
    Among the many activities were a free swap meet and car corral; door prizes; a 50-50; 
dash plaques to the first 100; and awards for Participants’ Choice; Top 15; Best of Show; 
as well as Best Judged Awards for – Ford, Chevrolet, GM, Mopar, Imports, Muscle Car, 
Street Rod, Hot Rod, Truck, Custom, Modified, Pre-War Original, Best Engine and Best 
Paint. 
     Food was available by North Florida Rod & Custom (of Old Town), which is the club 
sponsoring the event. 
     Proceeds from this event benefit the Guardian Angels Medical Service Dogs Inc., 
which has a training compound in the Williston area of Levy County. 

 


