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Dixie County Fire Expo rocks the new DCHS campus

This ShandsCair helicopter is a 2013 Bell Helicopter Textron Canada 40 Rotorcraft. It
was one of at least two flying ambulances available for people to visit and learn about
on Saturday (Sept. 29).
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CROSS CITY – State and local agencies, organizations and companies joined forces Saturday
(Sept. 29) to show residents and visitors of Dixie County many of the emergency services available to
them.

https://youtu.be/z4zFjgzMIyY
In this video, a ShandsCair helicopter lands at the event held on the new campus of
Dixie County High School.

Chief Darian Brown stands next to a
stove in an area where Dixie County
Emergency Services showed how
firefighters respond to a grease fire
that started on an unattended stove.
This portable demonstration module
will be rebuilt by firefighters for the
next demonstration.
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This is the trailer that carried at least 20 bicycles for children to ride Saturday as Safe
Routes To School Coordinator Morris Sherman of the Florida Department of
Transportation helped the young bicyclists participate in the FDOT Safe Routes To
School. By noon, he had given away 25 to 30 bicycle helmets and provided all of those
children with the opportunity to learn about bicycle safety, proper helmet wearing
methods, how to safely navigate around traffic and how to obey traffic rules.
Coordinator Sherman said physical education teachers can call the FDOT and he will
come work with them to teach bicycle safety.

An old Schwinn bicycle
is among those
brought by the FDOT
to help teach safe
bicycling practices.
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Dixie County Emergency Services Firefighter-Paramedic Mandy Lemmermen (left) and
Division Chief of Emergency Management Scott Garner are among the people who
greeted visitors at the event. Volunteers of the Dixie County Sheriff’s Office Citizens On
Patrol are the people who directed traffic into the parking lot.

Florida Highway Patrol Lt. P.V. Riordan of the Lake City FHP office brought the
Rollover Simulator. This replicates what happens when a person fails to fasten his or
her seatbelt and a pickup truck rolls over. The lieutenant puts dummies in the
simulator and then he turns on the switch. Each rollover is different, except that the
dummies always come out of a window, at least halfway. In his first launch of the
machine Saturday, a dummy flew up into the air about 15 feet above the simulator,
before coming back down to the ground. The single message here is that the proper use
of seatbelts saves lives.
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Peter Greene, 14, (left) and Tyler Sutton, 17, are members of the Dixie County
Firefighter-Rescue Cadets. These polite young men shared with visitors that to be a
member of this group, a person must be at least 14 or in ninth grade, and they must
maintain at least 2.0 “C”) grade-point average.

Three members of the Dixie County Emergency Services EMS are seen in front of one of
the county’s ambulances. They are (from left) Paramedic Chase Gardner,
EMT/Paramedic Student at Gateway College Ariel Tew and EMT Roy Maggard. People
were able to check out any of the different types of vehicles at the expo.
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Four forest rangers with the Florida Forest Service were present to give out balloons,
Smokey Bear tattoos and many other different items to people. The forest rangers at
the event Saturday were Cody Spencer, Billy Boles, Kelby Lamar and Brad Gaddis.
Smokey Bear was there too.

Dixie County Anti-Drug Coalition Executive Director Katrina VanAernam (left) speaks
with Amanda Chewning about what the DCADC does. VanAernam also shared facts
about the death toll from people mixing different kinds of prescription drugs. The
DCADC gave away very spiffy fans that popped open and could be folded back into their
holder. In addition to fans, people received a great deal of information including about
the two Friday Night Done Right events that happen every month in Dixie County.

HardisonInk.com
Jennifer Nichols, an
administrative support
assistant with the
National Weather
Service based in
Tallahassee, shows how
she can make a ‘tornado
in a bottle.’ With the
different in pressure
between the two bottles,
and the spinning of the
Earth (which is a globe
and not flat), this causes
the water to spiral as it
does. Just as toilets spin
one way in the northern
hemisphere and the
other way in the
southern hemisphere of the Earth, so too are other things reversed. For instance, it gets
colder as a person goes south in Australia, just as it gets colder when a person goes
north in the United States of America.
Meteorologist Eric Bunker of the National Weather Service based in Tallahassee
explains how this Sonde device measures temperature and humidity-dew point. This
small device is sent into the air at least twice a day. It goes up by a balloon filled with
helium. The balloon
pops and a parachute
deploys. The machine
sends the weather lab
in Tallahassee a report
on its findings,
including the GPS
coordinates where it
measures the weatherrelated factors. Bunker
said the device has a
phone number on it
and the weather service
likes it when people
return the equipment.
During impending
inclement weather,
such as when
Hurricane Florence
was heading toward the United States, the Tallahassee office sends these devices up in
balloons four times a day for readings.
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Cross City Nursing and Rehabilitation Admissions Director and Marketing Director
Cheryll Jones (left) and Executive Director Terrye Dubberly are among the many
people who were able to speak about services they can provide. Like other vendors at
the event, they gave things away – including beer (or Mountain Dew, etc.) koozies to
wrap around cans to keep the drinks cold.
Lola J. Butler of the Dixie
County Unit of the Florida
Department of Health gave
away many red buckets –
all they had. She also gave
away, though, four kits for
disasters, which included a
very long list of items
needed when disaster
strikes. The Build Your
Own Disaster Bucket. The
Florida Department of
Health has many resources
available for people. To see
its version of how to
prepare a kit – before
disaster strikes – click
HERE.
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Kaelyn Giles, 8, of Levy County shoots water at boxes to demonstrate her skill at putting
out a fire. She was able to extinguish the blazes very quickly. Her mother Marie Giles
was among her fans cheering her on at the event. This game, a bounce house, and sets
of big squirt guns were among the things available for young people to enjoy at the
expo.
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A group of people sit in bleachers and stand beside them to watch the extrication
demonstration. Firefighters used the Jaws of Life to cut metal and open a car. This
demonstration shows how they rescue people trapped in vehicles. Before the
demonstration, all of the glass was removed from the vehicle to make it safer for the
demonstration, and easier for clean-up. The vehicle was donated by Tri-County Towing.

The four main firefighters participating in the extrication demonstration were William
Garner, Zak Thomsen, Dwayne Zeller and John Peck. The man in the background with
the long pole is completing some finishing work on a large slab of concrete that had just
been poured. The camus continues to see improvements, still, even though it has been
active since the start of the 2018-2019 school year.
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Firefighter-Paramedic Jason Lemmermen of Dixie County Emergency Management
cooks hotdogs. The free hotdogs and popcorn were enjoyed by visitors to the Expo.

Fresca the arson-detecting
dog is a 5-year-old Labrador
Retriever- Golden Retriever
mix. She is very smart and
can detect where accelerants
have been placed to start a
fire. She posed with several
children throughout the day.
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Fresca the arson-detecting dog joins her handler Det. David Young of the Florida
Department of Financial Services (Fire Marshal’s Office). He made sure she had plenty
of water to drink and wore protective paw-gear in case she walked where the sun had
made the asphalt hot on the parking lot.
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Group after group gave participants free fans, pens, hats, school supplies and other items. Even
hotdogs and popcorn were given away.
A bounce house, and a couple of other games for children rounded out the total event that was for
the first time held at the new Dixie County High School campus.
The 7th Annual Dixie County Emergency Services Expo provided hundreds of visitors with
entertainment, education, excitement, free hotdogs, free popcorn, free drinks, door prizes and more
in Cross City on Saturday (Sept. 29).
Mandy Lemmermen, firefighter-paramedic, was again among the leaders of the Safety Committee
of Dixie County Emergency Services who created this amazing event for the public to learn about their
first responders.
Dixie County Emergency Services Chief Darian Brown and other leaders were available to answer
questions and help people enjoy the Expo.
Everyone was greeted as they entered the area and they were given tickets for door prize drawings.
Among the many exciting demonstrations were the simulated extrication from a car and the
extinguishing of a blaze in a kitchen where the scenario was from an unattended grease fire that
caused an emergency.
This live kitchen fire scenario is an example of where firefighters demonstrated the best methods
for dealing with situations they encounter in their dangerous profession often.
Free tours of the fire trucks and ambulances, helicopter-ambulances, forestry equipment were
among the fun activities at the event too.
There was another helicopter in addition to the ShandsCair unit at the expo this year, however the
whole Expo display covered so much ground this year, and it was so hot, that some people were not
up to walking the entire tour, and then sauntering over to visit with the helicopter crews as well.
The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ Florida Forest Service (FFS) sent
four forest rangers to the event.
Among the organizations joining Dixie County Emergency Services and the Florida Forest Service
were the Dixie County Unit of the Florida Department of Health, ShandsCair, North Florida Regional
Medical Center, the Florida Highway Patrol, the Florida Fire Marshal’s Office (Florida Department of
Financial Services), the Dixie County Anti-Drug Coalition, the National Weather Service, the Dixie
County Firefighter Rescue Cadets, the Dixie County Sheriff’s Office, Dixie County Emergency
Management, Cross City Nursing and Rehabilitation, Another Way Abuse Shelter, Duke Energy, and
the Florida Department of Transportation’s Safe Routes To Schools Bike Safety Program.
Every vendor was happy to help visitors learn about what they do for a living and how they help
others.
To see the story from the 2016 event, click HERE.
The archives are full of stories, photos and links to videos from October of 2015 through August
of 2018. Previous stories, photos and video from HardisonInk.com, from February 2011 to October of
2015 exist, but they are not as easily accessed.

