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Ocala car club boosts Tri-County Cruisers’ contest 
 

 
Vehicles roll into the Tri-County Cruisers’ Summer Car Show and Swap 
Meet at the Chiefland Farmers' Flea Market on Saturday (June 2). 
 
Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison © June 3, 2018 at 3:38 p.m. 
* Updated June 4, 2018 at 6:38 a.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – Several members of the Ocala Street Cruisers came to Chiefland 
Saturday (June 2) to compete in the Tri-County Cruisers’ Summer Car Show and Swap 
Meet at the Chiefland Farmers' Flea Market. 

 

https://youtu.be/O8O7URnY3g4  
In this video, some of the Ocala Street Cruisers members arrive at the 
Chiefland Farmers’ Flea Market. John Mather, a 20-year member of the Tri-
County Cruisers, is seen and heard welcoming ‘Mr. Jeff’ (HardisonInk.com 
Publisher Jeff M. Hardison). 
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Ann Spicer (left) and Dana Sheffield register contestants in the car show. 
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The engine in a 1964 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray reflects the car this car’s 
owner pays to the whole car – a classic. 
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This is a 1964 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray. 
 

 
This 1934 vehicle is among the many that were on display at the car show. 
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This 2012 Limited Edition Yellow Jacket SRT8 Dodge Challenger is owned 
by Jorge Gonzalez of Ocala. This is his everyday car that he drives and it has 
80,000 miles on it. Gonzalez a member of the Ocala Street Cruisers has a 
small exact model of his very car. This Yellow Jacket also has under its hood 
an autograph by Big Daddy Don Garlits from 2016. Donald Glenn ‘Don’ 
Garlits is an American race car driver and automotive engineer. He is 
considered the father of drag racing. The 86-year-old man is legendary and 
is known as ‘Big Daddy’ to drag racing fans around the world. (Here is a link 
to the Don Garlits Museum of Drag Racing - http://garlits.com/.) This 
particular Challenger is powered by a 392 cubic-inch hemi. 
 

http://garlits.com/
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(Big Daddy Don Garlits signature is in there.) 
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Jorge Gonzalez holds the scale model before placing it as part of the car on 
show. 
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It is a Yellow Jacket. 
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Sonny's Pick and Best of Show are the biggest trophies. 
 

 
Trophies! 
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Three of the Ocala Street Cruisers members prepare to register. 
 

 
Among the female contingent of Ocala Street Cruisers on Saturday in 
Chiefland are (from left) Mary Jane Warrington, Kathy Doll and Cheryl 
Wilson. 
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The front of this 1972 Oldsmobile Cutlass, which is owned by Dave 
Warrington, shows some work done by Fast Trac Performance of Ocala. 
 

 
There are also designating plaques 
from the Ocala Street Cruisers and 
Traction Masters of Alden, N.Y. 
Warrington said he is not only a 
member of the Ocala club, but he 
is still a member of the club where 
he participated when he lived in 
Buffalo, N.Y., before moving to 
Ocala five years ago. 
 
     It was not only Ocala cars, trucks and 
other vehicles rolling into everyone’s 
favorite flea market in the Tri-County 
Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist 
counties, but there were representatives 
from other places as well. Even with a 
potential for rain, and even with a slated 
rain date of June 9, the June 2 event 
went flawlessly. 
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     Owners of all makes, models and years of vehicles found the environment welcoming, 
and it was another great day for the Chiefland Farmers’ Flea Market and for the Tri-
County Cruisers. 
     Cash prizes and trophies were awarded, including the 3-foot tall Best of Show trophy, 
and the 3-foot tall Sonny's Pick Award, which is from Sonny Griffeth of the Chiefland 
Farmers' Flea Market. 
     Several car show participants joined the other people in the Flea Market as well as 
they explored and bought things -- including food and drinks. And there was buying and 
selling and swapping of items at the event too. 
     Meanwhile at the flea market, it was another great day for food, fun and deals galore 
from all four corners of that property. The flea market is an excellent place to shop for 
Weather King portable buildings as well. 
     * The Tri-County Cruisers registered 46 vehicles, plus it had its club cars on display 
that they don’t count. 
     In addition to the great turnout from the Ocala Street Cruisers, the Citrus County 
Geezers Hot Rod Non-Club (that’s their name) were well-represented, too, bringing 
eight cars. 
     Three main trophies were given. Those winners were: 
     ● People’s Choice -- Gary Hooper from Bell, 1934 Ford Sedan Delivery. (The red one 
pictured above.) 
     ● Sonny’s Pick: Dave Blackshear from Lecanto, 1930 Ford Model A Coupe (Citrus 
County Geezers) 
     ● Best of Show: Steve Metz from Ocklawaha, 1964 Chevy II Nova (Ocala Street 
Cruisers) 
      There were 16 other trophies presented to winners of vehicles in other categories. 


