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#Gilchrist Strong - We Back The Blue

Here is a picture of the canoe painted by the Maynard family, sponsors of the Wild Hog Canoe
And Kayak Race, in honor of the late Gilchrist County Sheriff's Office Sgt. Noel Ramirez and the
late GCSO Deputy Taylor Lindsey. Daniel Maynard was in the race this year in this canoe,
despite having either a severely sprained or broken ankle.
Photo by Andy Fischer (For other pictures by Andy Fischer, as well as a story, photos and video
by Jeff M. Hardison, please visit the COMMUNITY PAGE.)
© April 29, 2018 at 11:48 p.m.

First Canoe Arrives

In this still shot taken from the video on the COMMUNITY PAGE, the very first canoe to
touch the final log to cross before the finish line on Saturday afternoon (April 28) is captured in
that one second before its paddler Brint Adams hopped out of the canoe and crossed the log.
Photo by Jeff M. Hardison © April 29, 2018 at 8:48 p.m.
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Paddlers and others enjoy 41st Annual Wild Hog
Canoe and Kayak Race
* Updated with race results at the bottom

Keith Maynard, president of the Wild Hog Canoe and Kayak Race, stands
with LARC Executive Director Betty Walker, as she transports freshly
cooked French fries. The multi-talented Walker is also the mayor of
Chiefland.
Story, Photos and Video
By Jeff M. Hardison © April 29, 2018 at 8:48 p.m.
* Updated April 30, 2018 at 3:48 p.m.
With Photos Also Provided by Andy Fischer
LEVY COUNTY –The daylong event that drew more than 100 canoeists and
kayakers to Levy County again included food, music, games and other fun activities at
the finish line on Saturday (April 28).

https://youtu.be/-5Jjitrwe5M
In this three-part short set of video clips, the first canoeist (Brint Adams)
crosses the final log and then the finish line. This event is followed in these
clips by a few seconds of bluegrass music by the Orange Blossom Ramblers - and then the full ride on a mechanical bull by County Commission Vice
Chairman Mike Joyner, who lasted far longer than the 8-seconds
requirement for a successful bull ride.
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Volunteers help patrons get food. Here, a member of the Levy County
Sheriff's Office Citizens On Patrol obtains a lunch. The COP officers had a
slightly easier time this year than in many past years, because a huge
parking area has been provided -- in contrast with years past, when and
where people would park in the grassy median of U.S. Highway 19 and on
the sides of that busy road.

Keith Maynard, Rodney Wade and Justin Maynard pause for a photo
opportunity. Keith Maynard the leader of the Wild Hog Canoe And Kayak
Race for several years now, said Wade is a significant contributor to the
activity to help LARC. The banner that marks the finish line is among the
donations Wade has provided. He is the owner of Wade Custom Homes,
which has a home office in Trenton.
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The Orange Blossom Ranglers perform.

There were plenty of opportunities for children to enjoy inflatable bounce
houses and slides.
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Levy County Commission Vice Chairman Mike Joyner rides a mechanical
bull after County Judge Tim Browning said he would donate another $20 to
LARC if the commissioner rode it.

Among the cooks for 200 hotdogs and 200 hamburgers was Terance J. Reed
of Reed Automotive, a potential candidate for the Levy County Board of
County Commissioners’ seat currently held by County Commissioner Rock
Meeks.
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Crossing the log
The final log to cross
(above) before the
home stretch to the
finish line provides
many photo
opportunities.
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Paddling along the stretch between the final log and the finish line is -- the
home stretch.
~~~

* The three photos below are by Andy Fischer and they show a tribute to two
fallen deputies, as well as some of the fun in the water near the finish line of
the 15-mile race.
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Here is a picture of the canoe painted by the Maynard family, sponsors of
the Wild Hog Canoe And Kayak Race, in honor of the late Gilchrist County
Sheriff's Office Sgt. Noel Ramirez and the late GCSO Deputy Taylor Lindsey.
Daniel Maynard was in the race this year in this canoe, despite having
either a severely sprained or broken ankle.
Photo by Andy Fischer © April 29, 2018 at 11:48 p.m.

HardisonInk.com

Brint Adams in canoe number 11 was the very person and first vessel involved in the
competition to cross the finish line, after the boats had launched about 15 miles
upstream a couple of hours earlier.
The 41st Annual Wild Hog Canoe and Kayak Race this year showed Keith Maynard,
president of the Wild Hog Canoe Race of Gulf Hammock, and his wife Debbie Maynard,
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and their family members, Justin Maynard, Daniel Maynard, Erica Maynard and Leah
Maynard, and Patrick Walsh and Bobby Dash, and many, many other volunteers had
once again made it all come together in perfect harmony.
The first racers launched at 9:30 a.m.
And just as every year there is joy to be found from the fun and positive cause that
drives the event, there are differences every year too.
The water was higher this year than last year. There have been a few years when it
seemed to canoeists that they carried their watercraft more than the time they sat in
them paddling.
This year, an unplanned twist provided some twisting, turning, mechanical bucking
and eventually a drop to the ground from a mechanical bull.
Levy County Commission Vice Chairman Mike Joyner accepted a challenge by Levy
County Court Judge Tim Browning to ride the mechanical bull if the judge would donate
another $20 to the cause of Levy Association for Retarded Citizens -- the single charity
for this event.
Some traditions that have started are continuing. There was a wild hog that was part
of the event this year as has happened traditionally in recent years.
All proceeds from the race go to help the Levy Association for Retarded Citizens.
LARC, as it is commonly known, is a facility located in the town of Otter Creek. LARC is
a place where people who have certain disabilities are helped with learning life skills,
and they are shown they have different abilities through a loving and caring process with
staff who respect the people who are put in their hands for a period of time.
LARC Executive Director Betty Walker was at the finish line again this year, as well as
cooking French fries and helping in other ways too.
County Commissioner Lilly Rooks was on the scene as she has been for many years.
Once again, children who were at the finishing point of the race had plenty to do.
There were a few huge inflatable toys for children to enjoy as they slid on them or
bounced in them.
The menu for food included barbecue dinners, bowls of swamp cabbage (from palm
cabbage trees), hotdogs, hamburgers and drinks. Among the cooks for 200 hotdogs and
200 hamburgers was Terance J. Reed of Reed Automotive, a potential candidate for the
Levy County Board of County Commissioners’ seat currently held by County
Commissioner Rock Meeks. By the afternoon, there were many other notable people at
the event as well.
The music was pleasant this year, and it has been wonderful every year. The Orange
Blossom RamblerS of Summerfield performed. This band includes Doris Branham,
Roger Branham, Randal Cook, Amos Hatfield, Gary Medders and Jim Daniels.
Of course, the paddlers were plentiful and as the afternoon went on they came
swooping into the area to cross the finish line. And as may have been anticipated, a good
time was had by all.
Andrew Hersh is the official timekeeper and he said he will provide results to
HardisonInk.com in the near future to show who won with which times in the various
classifications.
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* RACE RESULTS
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