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Levy County sheriff presents annual awards 

 
Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum welcomes employees, family 
members and others to the annual awards ceremony on Wednesday 
afternoon. 
 
Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Jan. 26, 2018 at 11:47 p.m. 
     BRONSON -- Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum, his executive staff and his 
command staff, presented awards to six "Employee of the Year" recipients in five 
categories, honored a retiring deputy and conducted the oath of office for a mix of 10 
new deputy sheriffs, detention officers and telecommunication officers late Wednesday 
afternoon (Jan. 24). 
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In this still shot and this video, the following people take the oath of office. 
They all have previously taken the oath; however this ceremonial event 
shows them during the annual awards ceremony. They are deputies Kellie 
Ward and Ryan Park; detention officers Derek Eker, Dakota Dowling, 
Donna Ozment, Cassidy Fincher, Tim O’Shaughnessy and LouRetha Kaster; 
and Telecommunications Officer Breanna Reed. Telecommunications 
Officer Lori Scott was unable to attend due to illness. 
 
     This was the biggest annual awards ceremony in the history of the Levy County 
Sheriff's Office and Sheriff McCallum commented on how it was astounding that the 
entire Courtroom A of the Levy County Courthouse was full, and this is with just a part 
of the total staff. 
     Sheriff McCallum expressed his appreciation for Levy County Court Judge J.T. “Tim” 
Browning helping to secure the courtroom for the awards ceremony. The sheriff 
mentioned he was happy to see Property Appraiser Oz Barker in the audience. 
     Undersheriff Brett Beauchamp gave the invocation, after first setting the stage for a 
number of lighthearted moments as he pointed out one deputy whose birthday was that 
very day. Sheriff McCallum refers to the undersheriff as "chief" in a colloquial manner as 
Beauchamp being the chief deputy sheriff of the county. 
          LCSO Col. Mike Sheffield led the group in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the Flag. 
     There were a few times during the program when Sheriff McCallum expressed his 
gratitude and appreciation for the excellent work in serving the public “day in and day 
out” in 2017 by all LCSO employees. 
     The workers in the LCSO do their jobs with professionalism and dedication, and with 
empathy and compassion, for the residents and visitors of the county, the sheriff said, as 
well as showing all of those fine traits as they conduct the business of law enforcement, 
telecommunications and detention with their coworkers in the LCSO. 
     The sheriff took a moment to say he was happy to see Lt. Scott Finnen at the 
ceremony, as the lieutenant is working through a health issue. 
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EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR 
     There were six employees recognized from among five aspects of the LCSO. 

 

 
(from left) Col. Mike Sheffield, Undersheriff Brett Beauchamp, LCSO Lt. 
Jimmy Anderson 2017 LCSO Patrol Division Law Enforcement Employee of 
the Year Deputy Gary Garboski and Sheriff Bobby McCallum pose. Lt. 
Anderson selected this deputy after conferring with the sergeants under his 
command, and they all agreed Deputy Garboski was the winner out of the 
30 patrol deputies. 
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(from left) Col. Mike Sheffield, Undersheriff Brett Beauchamp, LCSO Lt. 
Duane Dykstra, Inv. Mike McNeil and Sheriff Bobby McCallum pose. Lt. 
Dykstra selected McNeil as the 2017 LCSO Investigations Division Law 
Enforcement Employee of the Year. 
 

 
(from left) Col. Mike Sheffield, Undersheriff Brett Beauchamp, LCSO Lt. 
Steven Ippolito, 2017 LCSO Detention Division Employee of the 
Year Detention Officer Sharon Barnes and Sheriff Bobby McCallum pose. 
Lt. Ippolito as a member of the command staff, like the other leaders of 
divisions, chose the LCSO Detention Division Employee of the Year becasue 
he is in charge of that division. The sheriff, undersheriff and colonel are the 
executive staff of the LCSO. 
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(from left) Col. Mike Sheffield, Undersheriff Brett Beauchamp, 
LCSO Telecommunications Director D. Capps, Telecommunications Officer 
Amanda Bruce and Sheriff Bobby McCallum pose. Capps chose Bruce as the 
2017 LCSO Telecommunications Division Employee of the Year title, 
although Capps said she felt everyone in that division earned the title in 
2017. 
 

 
(from left) Col. Mike Sheffield, Undersheriff Brett Beauchamp, Lt. Scott 
Tummond, 2017 LCSO Administration Division Employees of the Year 
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Gloria Kilian and Sheriff Bobby McCallum pose. Kilian was one of the two 
employees of the year for administration this year. Her husband Rob was in 
Puerto Rico at the time of the awards ceremony, Rob Kilian was able to 
observe and speak by a live connection via a two-way Skype connection on a 
laptop. 
 

 
(from left) Col. Mike Sheffield, Undersheriff Brett Beauchamp, Lt. Todd 
Polo - commander of the civil division,2017 LCSO Administration Division 
Employee of the Year Deborah Benka, and Sheriff Bobby McCallum pose. 
Lt. Polo chose Benka in this division, which has a high degree of liability. 
 
SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
     There were five areas of special recognition. 
 
MEDAL OF VALOR 
     The Medal of Valor Award was presented to three deputies in regard to two cases. 
     The Medal of Valor Award is the highest honor that can be bestowed on a law 
enforcement officer from the Sheriff’s Office, Undersheriff Beauchamp said as he 
opened this part of the awards program. 
     It is presented to people who exhibit heroism in dangerous circumstances, he said. 
     Deputy Ryan Park was among the deputies who took the oath of office that day. This 
was the second time he has been sworn-in to the LCSO, having spent a short time at the 
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Ocala Police Department before returning to Levy County. 
     On April 17, Deputy Park responded to a trespassing call, Beauchamp said. This event 
was in University Oaks Subdivision. 
     He ended up having a physical fight for 10 minutes with a man high on PCP, 
Beauchamp said. 
     During the fight, the deputy who is a veteran of the United States Marine Corps 
maintained control of the suspect, despite the man taking the Taser out of Park’s 
holster. 
     LCSO Cpl. Tom Martin arrived to help Deputy Park and the suspect was taken into 
custody. 
     Deputies Gary Garboski and Leroy Prine were at a scene in Yankeetown on May 28 (a 
hot Sunday afternoon). A man was suicidal there, Beauchamp said. 
     The man was armed with a handgun. The deputies developed a rapport and for two 
hours they spoke with the man. 
     There were times when the man held the gun to his head and pointed it at others. 
Eventually, he was Tazed and physically constrained. 
 

 
Undersheriff Brett Beauchamp shakes hands with Deputy Ryan Park before 
giving him the Medal of Valor.  
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Undersheriff Brett Beauchamp is at the podium as Sheriff Bobby McCallum 
shakes hands with Medal of Valor recipient Leroy Prine. Deputy Gary 
Garboski, another Medal of Valor recipient, is between the sheriff and 
Deputy Prine in this photo. 
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9-1-1 Director Mike West (left) congratulates Mark Morgan on his earning 
The Sheriff's Award. The sheriff is standing out of view, behind Morgan in 
this picture. 
 
THE SHERIFF’S AWARD 
     By policy, this is an award that is given by the sheriff to an employee who exhibits the 
highest standards of service to the community by virtue of their diligence, dedication 
and character. 
     This award may be awarded to an employee who develops new innovative programs 
that clearly enhance the mission of the department to improve the quality of life for the 
people of Levy County. 
     Mike West, 9-1-1 director, made the presentation with Sheriff McCallum. 
     West said Mark Morgan earned the award by his redesign of the camera system at the 
jail and Sheriff’s Office. Morgan also went “above and beyond” with his work on the 
firewall for the computer system and other security matters. 
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Levy County Court Judge J.T. Browning, Sheriff Bobby McCallum and 
Detention Officer Gregory Freeman are seen moments after Freeman was 
presented with the Life Saving Award. 
 
LIFE SAVING AWARD 
     Col. Mike Sheffield, Lt. Lisa Brock and County Court Judge Tim Browning presented 
the Life Saving Award. 
     Detention Officer Gregory Freeman earned this. Freeman was off duty and in traffic, 
in Ocala, when he saw another driver who appeared to be in distress. 
     Freeman got out of his vehicle, Col. Sheffield said, and he gave him CPR for more 
than five minutes until Emergency Medical Technicians arrived. 
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Lt. Jimmy Anderson, Sheriff Bobby McCallum and Sgt. Lauree Allen are 
seen moments after Lt. Anderson gave her the Certificate of 
Commendation. 
 
CERTIFICATE OF COMMENDATION 
     Sgt. Laureé Allen and K-9 Phoenix earned the certificate for their part in the 
successful recovery earlier this month (January 2018) of a 10-year-old girl. The girl had 
become lost in the Bronson area, Sheriff McCallum said. 
     He had called and the Marion County Sheriff’s Office had launched a helicopter, 
when Sgt. Allen and her canine partner found the girl. The temperature was 28 degrees 
Fahrenheit when the girl was found. 
     The temperature dropped to 23 degree Fahrenheit that evening in Bronson, the 
sheriff said. 
     Lt. Jimmy Anderson, the commander of the LCSO Patrol Division presented the 
certificate. 
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Barbara Snow gives Sgt. Lauree Allen a toy for K-9 Phoenix. 
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Sheriff Bobby McCallum stands with Barbara Snow and Sgt. Lauree Allen 
 
U.S. War Dogs Association 
     Barbara Snow, the executive director of Chapter 2 Southern Region, U.S. War Dogs 
Association, read a poem as well as presented Sgt. Allen with a dog toy and an award for 
the mission completed by Sgt. Allen and Phoenix. 
     After reading the very well-written poem, Snow told listeners that as they pause to 
remember these heroes, they will want to remember the heroes with paws. 
 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
     There were five Special Teams recognized for their work in 2017. Sheriff McCallum 
said he has restored special teams since taking office. 
MARINE TEAM 
     On the boat, all of these team members are captains of the boat. They are Joey 
Barrera, Danny Griffeth, Bubba Wells and Zeb Richburg. 
DIVE TEAM 
    In the water and out of the boat, this is the dive team -- Joey Barrera, Danny Griffeth, 
Kevin Sheppard, Mark Morgan, Tom Martin, Kevin Davis, C.J. Perryman, Austin Polk, 



HardisonInk.com 
Mike Sinclair, Justin Douglas and Sarah Murman. 
TACTICAL RESPONSE UNIT 
     This group secures dangerous scenes before other deputies go in. 
     The Tactical Response Unit is led by Grant Sandlin. The other members are Gary 
Garboski, Justin VanDuren, Michael Sinclair, Ryan Sullivan, Cpl. Franco Almeida, C.J. 
Perryman and Cpl. Jeremy Dean. 
 

 
Most of the Honor Guard members stand near the podium as Sheriff Bobby 
McCallum speaks about them. 
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Paula Kennedy (left at table) sits with Executive Assistant Robin Hardee 
McCracken, an Honor Guard member who is off of her feet for a bit. 
Undersheriff Brett Beachaump is seen to the right of McCracken. 
 
THE HONOR GUARD 
     The LCSO Honor Guard is Sgt. Carl Rogers, Cpl. Jeremy Dean, Inv. Mike Wilkinson, 
Inv. Danny Griffeth, Inv. Justin Van Duren, Deputy Ryan Park and Sheriff’s Executive 
Assistant Robin Hardee McCracken. 
     The Honor Guard represents the Sheriff’s Office in formal attire as they carry the 
American Flag. 
 
K-9 UNIT 
     The LCSO K-9 Unit is comprised of Sgt. Laureé Allen and K-9 Phoenix, Sgt. Kevin 
Kinik and K-9 Zombie and Deputy Gary Garboski and K-9 Molly. 
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Sheriff Bobby McCallum shakes hands with Ag Deputy Bubba Wells. 
 
AG DEPUTY OF THE YEAR 
     Deputy Bubba Wells earned recognition as being the Agricultural Deputy of the Year. 
     The sheriff mentioned there is not an award available at the moment, because he left 
the lasagna in the oven. 
     Deputy Wells is the only agricultural deputy in Levy County, and as for the lasagna 
story, that is an inside joke. 
 

RETIRING DEPUTY 
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(from left) Col. Mike Sheffield, Undersheriff Brett Beauchamp, Lisa 
Cothron and retiring Deputy Darrell Cothron are seen as the outgoing 
deputy accepts a plaque for his service with the LCSO. 
 
     LCSO Deputy Darrell Cothron worked from April 19, 1990 through May 21, 2007 in 
the detention department of the LCSO. From May 21, 2007 through (this Sunday) Jan. 
28, he served as a patrol deputy. 
     After almost 28 years of service, he has decided to retire. 
     Sheriff McCallum presented Cothron with a plaque, and he called Lisa Cothron 
forward too, because she deserves recognition as much as her husband. 
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30 YEARS SERVICE 
(above) Sheriff Bobby McCallum (left) and Lt. Todd Polo stand together in 
honor of the lieutenant's 30th year of service in Levy County.  
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20 YEARS SERVICE 
(above) Sheriff Bobby McCallum (left) and Chris Sheppard stand together 
in honor of Sheppard's 20 years of service in Levy County. The sheriff 
presented pins to every deputy, detention officer and telecommunication 
officer heralding landmark years of service. 
 
OTHER YEARS 
     Also recognized for the years of service at the LCSO were for 15 years – Rob Bowers, 
Donna Gilbert and Debbie Kubala; 10 years – Mike Wilkinson, James Hayes, Lisa 
Brock, Billy Godwin, Danny Griffeth, Russell Hinote and Jeremy Dean; and 5 years – 
Lonnie Hayes, Cindy Hendricks, Adam Hiers, Tiffany Owens, Ann Ross, Chase Gregory 
and Charles Miller. 
     The sheriff also recognized law enforcement officers and others who earned increased 
rank or transferred during 2017. 

 


