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Levy County couple earns top annual state honors 
with Osceola Pines - a tree farm; 
Bears, bees, turpentine and turkeys also discussed 

 
Champ the alpaca looks at a photographer after enjoying some carrots fed 
to him by children at Osceola Pines on Friday morning (Oct. 20). There was 
a farm tour, luncheon and awards program that day at this farm, which 
reflects its owners demonstrating the highest level of best stewardship and 
exercising best management practices of the natural resources in their care. 
 
Story, Photos and Video By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 21, 2017 at 4:27 p.m. 
     LEVY COUNTY -- John and Allison Nash earned recognition Friday (Oct. 20) as a 
result of their outstanding forest stewardship when their selection as Florida’s 
Outstanding Tree Farm of 2017 was celebrated with a four-hour tour and fish-fry 
luncheon. 
     Perfect weather provided an excellent environment for the well-structured guided 
tour that was filled with information, not only about planted pine forests as a 
sustainable crop, but also about some of the history connected with this aspect of the 
agricultural profession. 
 

https://youtu.be/y5tml21O9ZY 

In this three-minute narrated video, there is a short aerial view of some of 
the area where the tour started and ended on Friday. 
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     Guests not only enjoyed a plethora of information, but the fish-fry lunch was great, 
and everyone was able to go home with a half-pint jar of fresh blackberry honey or fresh 
gall berry honey. 
      Partnership agencies sent representatives to the educational event as well. 
     Among the guest speakers on the moving tour came from the Florida Forest Service 
(FFS), the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), the United States 
Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and the 
University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS). 
     The tour went through some of the 588 acres of Osceola Pines, the name of the Nash 
family's tree farm. 
     Some children who came for the tour enjoyed feeding carrots to an alpaca named O.P. 
(for Osceola Pines). Allison Nash shared with HardisonInk.com a story about how O.P. 
and the other alpaca named Champ came to make their home on the property. It was a 
real horse-swapping story. 
 

 
UF/IFAS School of Forest Resources and Conservation Extension Program 
Manager Chris Demers (left) addresses the crowd as the program begins. 
He thanked the Nash family for hosting the tour, and he congratulated John 
and Allison Nash on their earning the statewide title for 2017. 
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Florida Forest Service Gilchrist County Forester and Levy County Forester 
Joe Mackenzie (left) prepares to speak. 
 

 
John Nash (left) speaks before the tour begins. His wife Allison is in the 
background on the right wearing a light blue blouse and holding a large 
envelope that says ‘Find smiles inside.’ 
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G-John Nash holds up a couple of honey containers. The bees made enough 
so that everyone could take a container home with them after the tour. 
 
     John and Allison were selling one of their horses. The buyer was not willing to pay 
the amount the Nash family thought the horse should be sold for. Mr. Nash asked the 
buyer if he had something to throw into the mix with the money, she said, and the seller 
said he no longer wanted the two alpacas. 
     Some people raise alpacas for fur. Alpaca fiber is softer than cashmere or angora, and 
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warmer and lighter weight than wool, without the prickle-factor that some wool has. 
Since alpaca fleece has no lanolin, it is easier to process and is hypoallergenic. 
     Allison Nash said their alpacas are pets, and she enjoys watching them play. 
     This event fell in the midst of Working Forests Wee (Oct. 15-21) in Florida, according 
to the Florida Forestry Foundation, which noted a saying that harkens back to Star Wars 
-- “May the forest be with you.” 
     Osceola Pines property was an active harvesting location for turpentine in the late 
1800s, and this continued there until the 1920s, as noted in a booklet provided at the 
tour. 
     As Greg Marshall of the Florida Forestry Association spoke about John Nash during 
the awards ceremony, he mentioned that Mr. Nash has a good understanding of the 
historic methods for taking the raw sap that was sent to mills for processing into 
turpentine. 
     The past practice on trees on this property is evidenced by the multiple "cat faces" on 
some of the trees. These "cat faces" are 30-degree angular slash marks forming a "V" 
shape on one side or two sides of a tree. From those slashes, the sap would run into 
handmade terra cotta clay pots. 
     This type of collector was named a Herty Cup. It was named after Charles Holmes 
Herty Sr. (Dec. 4, 1867 - July 27, 1938). Dr. Herty earned his Ph.D. in 1890 from Johns 
Hopkins University. Some scientists in academia believe his process for gathering pine 
sap resin helped save the longleaf pine from extinction. 
     At Osceola Pines, this process was probably used from 1903 until about 1925, Nash 
said. After that tin cups were used to replace the clay pots. 
     Turpentine pots have been found throughout the tract. 
     The property was then managed for timber production and became a large lease 
hunting club. 
     When John and Allison Nash purchased the property in 2002, the booklet from the 
tour noted, a third of the land had been clear-cut. The Nash’s goal is to enjoy the 
property as a family retreat, and ensure future income from timber production. 
     Their objectives are to optimize the production of wildlife, especially wild turkey, and 
integrate that with timber production. By staying focused on a long-term plan and 
seeking professional and financial assistance, they are realizing their goal, the booklet 
noted 
     They joined the Florida Forestry Association to become connected to information and 
resources and have received technical and financial assistance from the National Wild 
Turkey Federation and other partners.  
     Before the tour began, UF/IFAS School of Forest Resources and Conservation 
Extension Program Manager Chris Demers said the mission of the IFAS Florida Forest 
Stewardship Program is to help and encourage private landowners to actively manage 
their fore resources for long-term environmental, economic and social benefits. 
     Some benefits from the forest program include the production of timber, providing a 
habitat for wildlife and an avenue for recreation. 
     Demers and others thanked the Nash family for hosting the tour and luncheon at 
Osceola Pines – the Outstanding Florida Tree Farm of 2017. 
     Greg Marshall, chairman of the Florida Forestry Association's Tree Fund Committee, 
said the Nash couple would be recognized again at the end of the tour as other awards 
and presentations were to be made too. 
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     Marshall also holds the title of regional cooperative assistance coordinator with the 
Florida Forest Service. 
     Marshall said this tour “is a labor of love” that came to fruition from the work of a 
partnership between several people and organizations. 
     Among the people who brought it all together with John and Allison Nash, Marshall 
said were Gilchrist County and Levy County Forester Joe Mackenzie; FWC North 
Central Regional Coordinator of the Landowner Assistance Program; FWC Private 
Lands Biologist Matt Greene of the Landowner Assistance Program; National Wild 
Turkey Federation Regional Biologist Ricky Lackey; UF/IFAS Levy County Extension 
Director Ed Jennings; NRCC District Conservationist Kesha S. Harvey; and FFS 
Silvicultural BMP Forester Robin Holland. 
      In addition to these individuals there were several workers who provided support 
services. 
     The tree farm tour and awards ceremony included five stops. Guests rode in a 15-seat 
passenger van, on two long trailers pulled by John Deere tractors (provided by Ag Pro of 
Chiefland to help with the tour), and on an ATV and in a pickup truck. Ag Pro provided a 
third John Deere for use on the tour too. 
     John Nash said John Deere is the brand of tractor he prefers. 
     As for tree farms, Nash said “wood, water, recreation and wildlife” are the four points 
of light. The tour included information about all of those, Nash said, as well as some 
about the turpentine history of this particular piece of property. 
 

The Fish Pond And Apiary 
     The first stop on the tour was next to a pond. John Nash said it has been a dry pond 
before. 
     Now it has water and includes minnows, bream, catfish, shiners, red-eye and bass 
although he did not stock the pond. He does feed the fish, which he demonstrated by a 
colleague operating a fish feeder to drop pellets into the water, which was followed by 
the hitting and churning of fish going for the food. 
     He also pointed to a couple of round-shaped bream beds in the shallows near part of 
the shore. 
     Standing next to the pond, he held up jars of blackberry and gall berry honey 
produced by his bees. He did lose one hive to hive-collapse and a bear did invade a hive 
in search of honey as well. 
     Later on the tour, he mentioned that when there are so many pines that sunlight does 
not reach the ground, it reduces the flowers and other vegetation where bees collect 
pollen and nectar. One year he had to feed the bees rather than them making their own 
honey. 
     There was zero honey. The next year when pines were thinned and more light reached 
the ground for that vegetation, his bees produced 18 cases of honey. 
     A bear was mentioned on another part of the tour, where he or she had spilled a deer-
feeder, or turkey-feeder that was filled with many pounds of corn. Nash has adopted 
best management practices to reduce corn loss to bears. 
     At a couple of points during the tour, Nash told about the impact Hurricane Irma had 
on trees and water levels, and that he was thankful for that storm not taking a path that 
could have caused more damage. 
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     With the relatively mild hit from Hurricane Irma, Nash said this seems to be nature’s 
way of thinning some of the less healthy pines – forked tops or diseased – from the crop. 
 

 
H-John Nash holds up a honeycomb as he speaks about his bees. The bee 
hives are seen in the upper left of this photo. 
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John Nash holds a 
framed case that 
includes arrowheads 
found on the property as 
he points in the direction 

from whence one of the Native American artifacts came. 
 
UF/IFAS Levy County Extension Director Ed Jennings tells about some of 
the services available at the UF/IFAS office in Bronson. 
 
     In addition to hearing about bees, bears, fish and Native American artifacts, the guest 
a little learned about Levy County Extension. 
     UF/IFAS Levy County Extension Director Jennings told about some of the services 
available at the UF/IFAS office in Bronson. 
     Jennings mentioned that Extension is part of the “land grant nation,” first established 
by an act signed into law by President Abraham Lincoln. 
     Extension offers off-campus, non-credit educational opportunities, Jennings said, on 
a wide variety of topics. The office is in Bronson. 
     Any agricultural interest can take advantage of the services at Extension. UF/IFAS 
Extension also oversees the 4-H Youth Development Program in Florida, he said, and 
Levy County 4-H offers a diverse set of opportunities. 
     The Home Page for Levy Extension can be visited by clicking HERE 
http://levy.ifas.ufl.edu/. 
     Levy Extension has a Facebook page that can be visited by clicking HERE 



HardisonInk.com 
https://www.facebook.com/LevyExtensionOffice. 
 

Integrating Timber and Wildlife 
     Jimmy Bielling of Bielling Site Prep and Reforestation helped bring the Osceola Pines 
customized management plan to life as he led the work to be done for growing pines, 
growing oaks, creating space for wild turkeys and other aspects of the Forest 
Stewardship Program where this tree farm participates. 
     The management plan was competed in 2003 with a focus on timber for the future, 
and for wildlife now, especially turkeys. 
     With the young pines, Nash is mowing every third row every year on a rotating basis. 
He showed how the rows between trees are staggered in grass height from low to high 
every three rows. 
     Soon these pines will be big enough to use fire as a method to clear between the rows. 
Fire also provides nutrients to the soil. 
     Right now, Nash is spending 60 hours a year on mowing with his John Deere tractor. 
 

 
This row between the pines is recently mowed. 
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This view shows the most mowed at the left, and then the grass is higher in 
each row going to the left, reflecting how one more year of growth with each 
row – creates stair-steps of higher grass each year. When the pines are 
thicker, the method for keeping the area clear between the rows will be 
burning. Some pine tree farmers also harvest the pine needles and sell 
them. 
 

Oak Island And BMPs 
     Florida Forestry Service Silvicultural BMP Forester Robin Holland spoke about Best 
Management Plans. 
     During part of the tour, Nash pointed to two oak trees next to each other. One was 
spindly and not very healthy looking. The other was big, vibrant and full. 
     The spindly tree was one that Nash had left in place when his silverculturalist had 
recommended taking it out and replanting. The one next to it was a tree that was added 
there on purpose. 
     Nash said the lesson here is to listen to the people who know what they are talking 
about. 
 

 
Florida Forestry Service Silvicultural BMP Forester Robin Holland speaks 
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about Best Management Plans. She said the Forestry Service is not a 
regulatory or enforcement agency. ‘We are not the BMP police,’ she said. 
 
     Florida Forestry Service Silvicultural BMP Forester Robin Holland spoke about Best 
Management Plans, which are the guidelines established for ongoing silviculture 
operations. 
     These practices protect the state’s water quality and wetland ecosystems, she said. 
     By having guidelines for growing and harvesting near water sources, it protects the 
state’s water quality, she said. There are guidelines, too, to help reduce the impact on 
wildlife to allow for regeneration of trees at harvest time. 
     A good resource to review in regard to BMPs for Silviculture and the Notice of Intent 
to Implement Form can be viewed by clicking HERE 
http://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Florida-Forest-Service/Our-
Forests/Best-Management-Practices-BMP. 
 

Food Plot And Artifacts 
     During the tour, Nash showed guests an area where he feels is the best for hunting 
turkeys. 
     Kesha Harvey of the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) spoke 
about opportunities for landowners. 
     The NRCS works in partnership with many agencies, she said, to provide technical 
and financial assistance to implement some of the BMPs for land and water 
conservation. 
 

 
Kesha Harvey speaks about technical and financial help to implement Best 
Management Practices. There is a deadline of Nov. 17 coming up to 
complete forms to apply for assistance. 
 
 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
This grass will be burned in about 30 days. Winter rye is planted. The deer 
and turkey love this section of the property, Nash said. 

 
 
 

Turpentine Tree, Big 
Cypress and Natural 
Bee Hive 
 
John Nash shows some old 
railroad equipment found 
in the woods. There was 
part of a bent rail, several 
handmade railroad spikes 
of different sizes, and an 
old metal attachment to 
hook onto logs to be pulled 
from the woods by mules, 
pulleys and cables in the 
1930s. The parts are sitting 
on top of an old lighter 
knot stump. Pine resin 
flows down into the stump 
of the old dead tree and 
makes this wood very easy 
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to burn. Boy Scouts and other outdoorsmen know to use lighter wood as 
kindling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Nash holds up a Herty Cup with pine sap resin still in the bottom of it. 
 

 
Handmade railroad spikes for 
a private section of track years 
ago used to haul timber. 
 
(Photos of a pygmy rattlesnake 
and of butterflies drinking 
nectar from flowers were sub-
par, and so they are not shown 
here) 
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John Nash shows 
the “cat face” 
slashes of pines. On 
the ground, a Herty 
Pot is seen where it 
has been for 100-
plus years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Nash holds a 
hack, which is what 
was used to cut the 
bark of pines to 
allow them to drip 

sap resin into containers used to collect that fluid to be distilled into 
turpentine. Nash said he believes the last turpentine still in Levy County 
closed in 1965. 
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FWC Private Lands Biologist Matt 
Greene speaks about wildlife 
management plans tailored to fit for 
property owners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This old tree is shows a gash where sap 
was drained long ago. 
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The Awards Ceremony 
     Greg Marshall, chairman of the Florida Forestry Association's Tree Fund Committee, 
spoke about the association and its fundraising during the previous year as he 
recognized a couple of people who were present. 
     He told John and Allison Nash that their award is in the mail. 
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Florida Tree Farm Inspector of the Year for 2017 Barry Jackson (left) 
accepts his award from Greg Marshall. This year, Marshall said, it is 
renamed the Glenn Harris Tree Farm Inspector of the Year Award to honor 
the late Glen Harris. Glen Stuart Harris, 70, of Keystone Heights died 
Saturday, June 15, 2013 offshore of Horseshoe Beach following a boating 
accident. Following graduation from North Carolina State University in 
1965, Harris began a lifelong career in forestry. In the Florida Forestry 
Association, he earned the State and National awards for Tree Farmer 
Inspector of the year in 2008. 
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Shawn Cook (right) was awarded a $100 gift card and this plaque by Greg 
Marshall for his service to the Florida Forestry Association in the 
fundraising campaign. Seven other volunteers who worked with Cook were 
mentioned during the program for awards. Cook is credited with leading 
the efforts to prepare the excellent booklet that tour guests enjoyed and 
took home with them. 
 
 
 
Jimmy Bielling 
(center, with 
crutches) of Bielling 
Site Prep and 
Reforestation is 
recognized for his 
excellent level of 
professionalism in 
site preparation and 
reforestation, 
especially in regard 
to Osceola Pines of 
Levy County. 
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Jimmy Pitts (right) is recognized for his efforts to help the Florida Forestry 
Association. 
  


