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Chiefland Watermelon Festival
offers fun, food and more

Leading into the festive later morning and afternoon events at the historic
Chiefland Train Depot Park, the Chiefland Watermelon Festival Parade
includes this float that shows all veterans are supported in the communities
here.
~
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CHIEFLAND -- While Chiefland is not the county seat for Levy County, residents
and promoters of this municipality's high points might note it is the economic center of
the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties.
Certainly, residents and promoters of the many other urban centers in this
predominantly rural part of Florida are bound to note the wonders of those many other
beautiful downtowns. And there are some number of festivals and parades hither and
thither as well.
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Levy County Commission Chairman John Meeks holds one of the free
watermelons given to the people. One definite benefit for people visiting the
festival each year is the free slices of watermelon that are given away.
On Saturday (June 3), though, the biggest and best place to be in the region was in
Chiefland, where the Chiefland Woman's Club, the Rotary Club of Suwannee Valley and
other business, educational and civic groups and institutions worked together to bring
about another Chiefland Watermelon Festival. There were some notable absences due to
death and infirmities caused by time's passage.
Former Chiefland Mayor M. Teal Pomeroy's smiling face was not among the
Chiefland City Commission representatives, and the Friends of the Luther Callaway
Public Library of Chiefland chose against conducting a book sale at the octagon
building, as they have been known to do so for some years now gone by.
Nevertheless, the fun, food, products and services were bountiful once again in
beautiful downtown Chiefland on Saturday.
CANDY
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Leading into the main festival area is the big parade. In this first of a few
candy shots, Georgia Browning throws candy from the back of the pickup
truck that was part of Levy County Judge J.T. ‘Tim’ Browning’s vehicle in
the parade. Interestingly, from this angle, the watermelon balloon may be
perceived as being thrown, but it is attached to the vehicle. The candy is
seen with white clouds helping them to be viewed.

Walking next to a pickup truck that includes some staff members, Levy
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County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones makes her way to the festival
area, where she and her team are bound to have helped scores of voters
with any needs they may have had in regard to exercising their American
right to vote.

A lollipop is a bit blurry as it zips through the air heading toward everyone's
favorite photographer. Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones
was among the many candy contributors in the parade.
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Levy County Superintendent of Schools Jeff Edison is seen handing out
candy to onlookers along the parade route. Many children went home with
a lot of candy after the parade.
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Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones walks next to a truck
that included her staff members. Here she is seen throwing candy, but
everyone who knows the very active elections’ supervisor is certain she and
her team were helping people enjoy their American right to vote. Also, there
was one business or civic interest handing out beads, but it is uncertain
which group was doing that.
FUN, FOOD, PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
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One fun aspect of the annual festival is strolling through the park. Here one
of the many aisles of vendors is seen. The vendors were even on the other
side of the road.

For children who wanted to ride a very safe pony, there were ponies
available.

For children who wanted to ride a very safe train-like ride there was that
option available.
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For the visitors entering the park area from the northeast section, near
where the late Andy Andrews had his nursery office and offices for the nowdisbanded Levy County Journal, one of the first vendors seen is Turner
Family Honey & Bees. Here Cindy Turner and her husband Bill Turner are
photographed even before they had entirely set up their display. Notice
their stylish watermelon-themed attire.
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Seen here is a family pack of pretzel bites and a couple of the dipping sauces
(honey mustard and cheese) available from OMG Pretzel Bites (and seen
here after a few miles’ ride to an undisclosed dining location). Formerly
located in the Crystal River Mall, near the movie theaters there, OMG
Pretzel Bites is now sold only from the mobile kitchen and food dispensary
van. Some people used to drive from the unrecorded subdivision known as
Jemlands in Levy County to the City of Crystal River with the attainment of
these pretzel bites as one part of that mission. There was a vast array of
food and drink items available at the festival – including items from the
Riviera Mexican Cantina of Crystal River, The Gathering Table Catering of
Chiefland, Grumpy’s Homemade Ice Cream of Ocala (They get the
strawberries from plant city and the cream from a local dairy. Grumpy’s
buys local, local, local.), funnel cakes, seafood and clams, and a very long,
long list of other foods and drinks.

HardisonInk.com

Tyler and Ana Schulz hold their new puppy Bruno the mix of many breeds
Schulz. The Schulz family own and operate Dance Xpressions Studios of
Bronson, and it is located next to Hungry Howie’s on Hathaway Avenue
(U.S. Alt. 27). ~
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Billy Ray Sharpe (left) is the woodworking mentor of Alston 'Al' Hardee.
Hardee Wood Works was among the vendors. Hardee Wood Works has
handmade and hand-finished dining tables, nook tables and much more.
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These wooden canoe paddles are functional as well as having the potential
to use as art. They were for sale at the festival. There is some nice graphic
artwork on the paddle handles too, and each paddle is unique. The wooden
1700s style of wooden desk in the background is another fine work of
craftsmanship, and behind them is a wooden working bench, upon which
some of the paddle-woodworking and other work was completed.
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College of Central Florida (CF) Transition Specialist Krystle Skelly (left)
and CF Adult Education Coordinator Leah Gamble were among the people
representing various institutions of learning. They provided people with
information about CF.
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Brittany Mitchell (left) and Keysha Graham of LifeSouth Community Blood
Services were among the many, many organizations that were present to
help people in the community. Among the other such interests was Another
Way, which is a service to help abused people.

Representing the Tri-County Community Resources Center are A.D.
Goodman and Beverly Goodman. This happy couple was able to inform
anyone in the extraordinary set of services available from the center.
Located in the former Chiefland Building Department structure on the
northeast side of Park Avenue and Main Street (U.S. Highway 19), the Tri-
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County Community Resources Center is an excellent centralized location
for people in Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties to seek assistance. A.D.
Goodman also plays a significant role in the Chiefland Fire Rescue
Department and with Central Florida Electric Cooperative.

Law enforcement officers help people cross Main Street (U.S. Highway 19)
in front of the festival area on Saturday.

This big green tractor is among the farm equipment for sale locally. The
company that owns that dealership had some vehicles in the parade.
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Whispering Winds Charter School has a vehicle in the parade, as did at least
one other charter school.

The DP group had an interesting float that included an illusion of raining.
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Central Florida Electric Cooperative shows its spirit of community
participation with a well-bannered utility truck in the parade.

Usher Land & Timber Inc., a relatively big employer and contributor to the
community, is seen as part of the parade on Saturday,

HardisonInk.com

The 2017 Chiefland Watermelon Festival provided people with plenty of chances for
fun, food, information, products, services and more, including live entertainment, a
watermelon-seed spitting contest and the enjoyment found in fellowship with friendly
people.

