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Williston Police and Fire Annual Banquet shows
city and nearby area are served

Cindy Johnson (left) pins the sergeant badge on her husband WPD Officer
Dave Johnson as Amanda Landis pins the sergeant badge on her husband
WPD Officer Bryan Landis. The two men were promoted effective
immediately during the banquet on Friday evening. Landis also earned the
2016 Officer of the Year award.
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WILLISTON -- From before the beginning until after the end, the 2016 Williston
Fire and Police Awards Banquet held Friday evening (March 10) was once again a
resounding success.
The day before (Thursday, March 9) at 7:23 a.m., as first responder crews were
working the scene of another accident, the Levy County 9-1-1 Communications Center
received a call reporting a secondary motor vehicle accident involving two additional
vehicles at the same location.
A Williston Fire Rescue (WFR) vehicle had become the victim of a person failing to
obey the law and to either pull into the lane away from an active crash scene or to slow
to 20 m.p.h. below the posted speed limit. (Details of that crash are anticipated to be
provided tomorrow {Monday, March 13} by the FHP).
There were a couple of references to Thursday morning’s accident during the banquet
on Friday night. Williston Fire Chief Lamar Stegall spoke about the blessing of God
protecting the men and women who serve others, and Williston Mayor R. Gerald
Hethcoat, in his address, spoke about how the fire engine had done its job, serving as a
barrier to protect about a half dozen people.
VIDEO CAN BE SEEN BY GOING BACK TO MARCH PAGE AND CLICKING
VIEW VIDEOS
In this two and one-half minute video, Williston Mayor R. Gerald Hethcoat
says he is thankful for the firefighters and police officers who protect
Williston. He made reference to the accident on Thursday morning (March
11), when a pickup truck slammed into the rear of a WFR fire truck at the
scene of an accident. The mayor also thanked everyone in the audience for
coming to pay respect to the WPD and WFR that night.
On Friday night, the theme was 100 percent positive as the men and women of the
WFR and WPD, and others, were presented with awards, titles and promotions in
recognition of their service to others.
WFR Chief Stegall and WPD Chief Dennis Strow named their outstanding staff
members as they presented awards to various men and women who are in the WFR and
WPD.
Also, just as there was action on the streets before the event in the working world of
first responders, there had been a flurry of activity to bring this event to fruition. This
ceremony is one of the great banquets of the year.
The start of an annual event such as this begins on the day after it concludes. An army
of volunteers who often go unnamed work tirelessly to put it together.
Nonetheless, chiefs Strow and Stegall put in the time as well as accepted the yoke of
responsibility to assure it would happen flawlessly.
The night rolled out just as it should and a good time was had by all.
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Marion County Sheriff's Office Chief Deputy Robert Douglas
In addition to the many WFR and WPD guests of honor, there were VIP guests,
among whom were Williston Mayor R. Gerald Hethcoat, Williston City Manager Scott
Lippmann, Williston City Clerk Fran Taylor, Williston City Council President Charles
Goodman, Williston City Council Vice President Nancy Wininger, Williston City
Councilman Kori Lamb, Levy County Sheriff Robert “Bobby” McCallum Jr., Marion
County Sheriff’s Office Chief Deputy Robert Douglas, Dunnellon Police Chief Michael
McQuaig, Levy County Judge J.T. “Tim” Browning, Levy County Commissioner Matt
Brooks, Levy County Commissioner Lilly Rooks, and Chiefland City Manager Mary
Ellzey.
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Readying the grill for the steaks are (from left) Michael Thompson, Duane
Fugate and Gordon Banning.
A three-man team of barbecue masters led the action for grilling steaks for the 200plus people at the event. Michael Thompson, Duane Fugate and Gordon Banning are the
guys who cooked those steaks that were so tender they could be cut with plastic knives.
Those freshly grilled steaks were tasty as well as tender.
The whole event all crystalized in the clubhouse of Williston Crossings RV Resort, 410
N.E. Fifth St., in Williston. There was off-site parking due the overwhelming success of
the RV resort in attracting winter visitors to the area. That resort is jam-packed with
RVs.
Small buses from First Baptist Church of Williston and other vehicles served as
shuttles for the many guests.
The meal this year was the aforementioned steak, as well as potatoes, green beans,
salad, rolls and various desserts (including peach cobbler, banana pudding, cake and key
lime pie) and drinks. There was a team of off-site cooks and prep staff who made the
other dishes rather than using the resort’s kitchen.
Once again, as in several consecutive years past, it was thanks to God, and thanks to
Williston Crossings RV Resort, the men’s and women’s ministry groups from Williston
Church of God, Duane and Linda Fugate, and Dedee McLeod and the First United
Methodist Church of Williston’s Youth Group, that the food, drinks, and waiter service
were superb.
The young people from the United Methodist Church retrieved dishes and served
desserts too.
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The seven young people from First United Methodist Church of Williston's
Youth Group who served people on Friday night are (back row, from left)
Christian Tomaszewski, Luis Sanchez, Anna Petteway, Ana Rivera, and
(front row, from left) Katie Taylor, Lauren Taylor and Kami McCormick.
Seven members of the First United Methodist Church of Williston Youth Group
served this year. Many of these young people have been doing this for five consecutive
annual banquets now.
Those Methodist youth are Kami McCormick, Christian Tomaszewski, Lauren Taylor,
Katie Taylor, Anna Petteway, Ana Rivera and Luis Sanchez.
This really was another night to remember for all who attended.
While the event was well-scripted, there were some points where the presenters went
off script, adlibbed and generally had fun as they assured everyone enjoyed the event
where honors were bestowed upon the men and women who preserve life and property
as they enforce the law, and the other local heroes who save lives every night and day in
Williston, and in the unincorporated area of Levy County around Williston, and even
farther out when the demand calls them there.
As he opened the banquet and awards ceremony, Fire Chief Stegall welcomed
everyone and thanked the people who came to honor the WFR and WPD.
Stegall said he feels strong emotion when he speaks about the people who give of
themselves to help the people of Williston and beyond. He said he thinks about Psalm
5:11 “But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy,
because thou defendest them: let them also that love thy name be joyful in thee.”
The men and women of the fire and police departments are the protectors, he said.
Chief Stegall said that it is from his heart that he thanks all of them.

HardisonInk.com
The fire chief said the WPD is doing an awesome job by helping make sure the crime
rate has gone down in 2016. As for the Fire Department, the chief jokingly said they
have to “tighten up” because there are more and more calls for their assistance.
RECOGNIZING SPOUSES
The wives, husbands, girlfriends and significant others of police officers and
firefighters should be recognized Chief Stegall said. It is these unseen people who
provide needed support for their spouses to perform their duty to protect the public.
The chief asked them to stand, and the audience applauded.
Chief Stegall said the people of eastern Levy County are blessed to have such an
excellent combination of firefighters and municipal law enforcement officers to help
protect the residents and visitors of this city and surrounding area.
COOPERATIVE AGENCIES
One presentation Friday night from Chief Strow is unique.
In his work as a law enforcement officer for 44 years, he has never seen a police and
fire department get along as well as the WPD and WFR.
He joked about how police officers are the heroes of the firefighters, and how police
officers protect the firefighters while the firefighters sleep.
Chief Strow said the people who live in the City of Williston and within the area
beyond the city limits where the WFR responds enjoy the best municipal police and fire
agencies he has ever seen.
Chief Strow presented Chief Stegall with a plaque from the WPD to the WFR for its
outstanding continues support of the Police Department.

His construction business is where James Bond is focusing more attention
now.
JAMES BOND RETIRES
Senior Sgt. Det. James Bond retired from the WPD and Chief Strow recognized this
outstanding officer. Bond will be on the active reserve officer listing for WPD, Chief
Strow added.
Ret. Sr. Sgt. Bond told HardisonInk.com before the awards program that he is
relatively busy now in the private sector with his construction company; however the
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potential exists for him to rejoin the ranks of law enforcement officers, perhaps even the
Florida Department of Law Enforcement.

Ret. Sr. Sgt. James Bond holds his plaque with badge # 007 (left) as WPD
Deputy Chief Clay Connolly stands by to assist during the awards program.
The retiring senior sergeant accepted a plaque for his years of service.
Chief Strow mentioned the plaque has a badge with a number on it. The number on
the badge for retiring Sr. Sgt. James Bond is 007.
Florida Statute provides that municipal police departments may issue the retiring
officer his or her service weapon upon their retirement, Chief Strow said.
The .45 caliber semiautomatic Glock pistol that Bond carried while on duty was
mounted in a box frame and presented to him on Friday night.
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(from left) WPD Chief Dennis Strow, James Bond holds his memorialized
service weapon and WPD Deputy Chief Clay Connolly.
(from left) WFR Deputy Chief
Lake Raymond, Firefighter of
the Year Drake Doherty holds
his plaque and his daughter and
Williston Fire Chief Lamar
Stegall pause for a photo
opportunity.
FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR
Drake Doherty is the 2016 WFR
Firefighter of the Year.
This award is given to the
firefighter who has exceeded the
requirements expected of his or her
position, Stegall said.
It reflects that they have shown a
distinct pattern for community service and professional achievement.
Although this is not an award for heroism, this award is presented to the individual
who has given selflessly of himself in support of the department.
Dedication, loyalty, productivity and professionalism are four words that best
describe the actions Doherty showed in 2016. Chief Stegall said he is honored to have
served alongside Doherty on many fire calls.
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(from left) Chief Dennis Strow, 2016 WPD Officer of the Year Bryan Landis
and Deputy Chief Clay Connolly
WPD OFFICER OF THE YEAR
The 2016 WPD Officer of the Year is PFC Bryan Landis.
Chief Strow said selecting the Officer of the Year was difficult because there are
several WPD officers with exceptional continued performance.
“What separates this officer from the others is his personal growth and poise,” Strow
said. “Officer Landis has been
consistently the highest
statistical performer in the
patrol division.
“He has grown in
experience in many facets of
how he administers law
enforcement,” Strow
continued, “and the use of
appropriate discretion in
cases and incidents that he
encounters.”
2016 Chiefs Award
Recipient Brooke Willis
is flanked by CFR Chief
Lamar Stegall (left) and
WPD Chief Dennis
Strow.
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CHIEFS AWARD
The 2016 Chiefs Award was selected by the chiefs of WPD and WFR -- WPD Chief
Dennis Strow, WPD Deputy Chief Clay Connolly, WFR Chief Lamar Stegall and WFR
Deputy Chief Lake Raymond.
Brooke Willis is said to be “the backbone” of both agencies.
“Somebody asked me one time,” Chief Stegall said, “what she was to the Fire
Department. And I said, ‘she’s the A A.’
“She is the Awesome Assistant,” Chief Stegall continued. “She is the most awesome.”
Stegall said all of the chiefs will concur with him.

Chief Dennis Strow (left) thanks WPD 2016 Reserve Officer of the Year
Dave Drennan for taking on regular duties when the WPD was shortstaffed. Deputy Chief Clay Connolly holds the plaque ready for
presentation.
RESERVE OFFICER OF THE YEAR
The reserve officer does not get paid, but dedicates countless hours to the
community.
Dave Drennan is the 2016 Reserve Officer of the Year. The chief said he does
whatever he is asked.
“We have several well experienced reserve officers who are generous with their time
and efforts, but during this especially problematic year for personnel issues,” Strow said,
“one officer stepped up, came out of retirement and plugged right into the schedule to
cover shifts.”
Drennan saved the city a lot from what would have been overtime costs, as well as
painful schedule changes, Strow said.
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(from left) WFR Deputy Chief Lake Raymond, 2016 WFR Reserve Officers
of the Year Lt. Jimmy Willis Jr. and Stanley Young and Williston Fire Chief
Lamar Stegall.
FIRE OFFICERS OF THE YEAR
There are two 2016 Fire Officers of the Year.
They are Lt. Stanley Young and Lt. Jimmy Willis Jr.
This award is for an officer with a rank of lieutenant or higher. They earn the award
by showing acts and deeds that have demonstrated a commitment to serve their
profession, their department and their community as a fire officer.
These officers have shown an exceptional commitment of leadership, dedication and
have provided valuable contributions toward their fellow firefighters through training,
safety and preserving life and property.
These officers exhibit the qualities of a true leader, Stegall said, whether they are on
the fire grounds or in the administrative platform. They are calm under pressure.
They have gone the extra mile and they have done so with humility, Stegall said.
“I am extremely proud of these people,” the chief said.
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WPD Civilian Employee of the Year Wayne Carson shakes hands with Chief
Dennis Strow and then (below) accepts the plaque presented to him by
Deputy Chief Clay Connolly in honor of Carson's work.

CIVILIAN EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR
The WPD 2016 Civilian Employee of the Year is Wayne Carson.
Carson is the code enforcement officer. He is also the animal control officer, Chief
Strow said.
And Carson does whatever else is requested of him. Strow said he is a very dedicated
employee who is loyal to Williston.
Carson did not accept an invitation to go another city, which would have been a
$10,000 annual pay increase, Strow said.
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Deputy Chief Clay Connolly holds the certificate as Sgt. Fred Morris (left)
looks out at the audience.
LIFESAVING AWARD
WPD Sgt. Fred Morris accepted the Lifesaving Award.
Chief Strow said Morris on May 7 responded to a call about an unconscious man.
Morris found the victim had a laceration caused by a circular saw.
An artery had been cut and the man was bleeding profusely, Strow said. The sergeant
immediately applied pressure to stop the bleeding until Williston Fire Rescue arrived
and took over treatment.
If not for Morris’s action, Strow said, the man may have succumbed to his injury.
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WPD Officer Dakota Wilson holds the Medal of Commendation certificate.
He also received an actual medal.
MEDAL OF COMMENDATION
Just as Bond (James Bond) was retiring, there was recognition for a relatively new
member of the WPD.
WPD Officer Dakota Wilson has been on the force for a mere six months and yet he
was recognized for an extraordinary act.
While on routine patrol on Dec. 17, Wilson heard a noise. He pinpointed the origin of
the residential smoke alarm that he heard.
No one answered the door. He made entry and found a pot was left on the stove and
was on the verge of catching fire. Thanks to his thoroughness, Wilson was recognized
and given a medal of commendation for a job well done.
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WFR Chief Lamar Stegall, 2016 Rookie Firefighter of the Year Timothy
Berrios (center) and WFR Deputy Chief Lake Raymond.
ROOKIE FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR
Chief Stegall said this year he has an outstanding group of rookie firefighters.
The 2016 Rookie Firefighter of the Year is Timothy Berrios.
This award is given to a firefighter with fewer than two years as a WFR member, who
has shown the most improvement in training, dedication and responsibility.
Stegall said Berrios is one of the most dedicated men to the profession of the fire
service that he has ever seen.
“When I think about this year’s Rookie Firefighter of the Year,” Stegall said, “I get a
sense of personal pride. He has started from scratch, from the bottom. He has never
wavered.”
Berrios is currently attending Citrus Fire Academy to receive his professional
standards certification, the chief said.
“I have known this young man for many years,” Stegall continued. “I have watched
him grow from a somewhat timid young man into a team player with a bright future.”
The chief said Berrios has stepped in many times and accepted duties when other
people needed time off, or when there was no one else available to cover after-hours’
duty on first responder calls.
“He attends all of the training exercises that he can,” Stegall said, “and he shows a
passion to learn old and new ways of performing as a firefighter. We could all learn from
such dedication.”
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Coleen Stevens holds the 2016 Dispatcher of the Year award.
DISPATCHER OF THE YEAR
Chief Stegall presented the award for 2016 Dispatcher of the Year, although it is from
both departments.
Coleen Stevens received the award. Her competency, concern and tenacity are among
the reasons she was named as the Dispatcher of the Year. She was noted for getting the
right answers to the officers and firefighters she dispatches.
Stevens helped Chief Strow seek grant funding. She did the research and found
sources.
As a result, the WPD gained about $200,000 worth of grants and equipment. She
serves as dispatch supervisor, as well as having earned accreditation to be the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement TAC person at the WPD.
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WFR Chief Lamar Stegall and Linda Fugate, one of the recipients of the
2016 David W. Moss Humanitarian Award are seen here. The chief
mentioned that Fugate is a family friend who was surprised by the award
and may have dressed differently if she had known sooner that she would
be out of the kitchen and onto the stage.
DAVID W. MOSS HUMANITARIAN AWARD
The late WPD Cpl. David W. Moss died in the line of duty on July 30, 1988. He is the
only WPD officer to have died in the line of duty. Cpl. Moss touched the community and
still does, Chief Strow said. His widow Lori Moss was present for the awarding of the
2016 David W. Moss Humanitarian Award this year.
Former WPD Chief Dan Davis came up with this award, which now includes a laseretched actual fingerprint from the late corporal on the clear acrylic award.
The award goes to a person who commits to the welfare of the city.
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This year, there were two recipients – Linda Fugate and Kori Lamb.
Chief Strow said this is the first time in his six years as chief when he saw two
nominees. The chief conferred with Mayor Hethcoat and Chief Stegall. They all agreed
that two recipients were the best answer.
Chief Strow said Linda Fugate is involved in Williston in several ways.
She is deeply involved with the Christmas activities for children in the community
ministry. This mission provides gifts for children who normally would not have a
Christmas.
She is very active in the Rotary Club of Williston, and works on many community
events such as the community Easter Egg Hunt, and the Purple Pinky Peanut Run (to
help fight worldwide polio).
Also, Fugate has been a key member of the cooking team for the last five Annual
Williston Fire and Police Awards Banquets.
“She is always giving her time and efforts to make Williston a better place to live,
work and raise a family,” Strow said.

Kori Lamb holds the 2016 David W. Moss Humanitarian Award. He has
given without measure to help create a stronger youth basketball program
in Williston.
As he spoke about Kori Lamb, Chief Strow said that one passion of David Moss was
working with children. Lamb has the same passion.
“About three years ago,” Strow said, “Mr. Lamb noticed a lack of basketball programs
for our youth. He began to move forward with his passion and created a basketball
program for Williston area children.”
The chief said the man accepts no compensation for this project. In 2016, Strow said,
there were 106 children served by the program.
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The Rev. Charlz Caulwell (center) {Some people spell his name differently,
but he spells it as it is shown here.}
AUXILIARY OFFICER OF THE YEAR
The Rev. Charlz Caulwell earned the distinction of being the WPD Auxiliary Officer of
the Year.
This man serves as the chaplain, records carrier, parking attendant, funeral and
parade escorts and is the eyes and ears on the street as well as being a school crossing
guard.
The Rev. Caulwell has dedicated his life to service in the city for many years, and the
chief said it would be impossible to calculate all that Caulwell has given to help the
residents and visitors to the City of Williston.

Jimmy Willis Sr. (center) accepts his plaque.
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DISTINGUISHED VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Jimmy Willis Sr. earned the Distinguished Volunteer certificate.
He was said to have the ultimate heart of service.
“Though otherwise employed,” Strow said, “he comes out at night and on weekends
on patrols the city and assists police officers. He routinely attends parades and festivals,
filling holes in our staffing requirements for each.”
His contribution of time allows the WPD to free up officers to do enforcement tasks
rather than administrative errands. Willis does more than just run errands, Strow said.
His industrial knowledge of the city allows him to do quasi-police functions such as
funeral processions, parking tasks and reporting violations he has observed.
The department and the city save thousands of dollars by his volunteer service.
UNIT CITATIONS
Chief Strow presented awards to a set of officers who solved crimes as a team.
The following officers in 2016 are the team that was able to bring a decrease to
unsolved crimes in Williston, Chief Strow said.
“As a result of the dedication of these officers to the safety of the citizens of the City of
Williston,” Strow said, “crime was reduced by 18.9 percent in 2016, with a clearance rate
of 49 percent.”
The state and national clearance rate averages are 21 percent, the chief added.
The chief said the following officers are the people who made Williston a very safe
place in 2016: Deputy Chief Clay Connolly, Lt. Matthew Fortney, Sgt. Fred Morris, Sgt.
Michael Bracaglia, Sr. Sgt. James Bond, PFC Bryan Landis, PFC David Johnson, Officer
Dave Drennan, Officer Victor Flint, Officer Marquis Wright, Officer Dakota Wilson, Aux.
Jimmy Willis and Aux. The Rev. Charlz Caulwell.
UNIT CITATIONS
Chief Stegall presented unit citations to Ethan Standridge, Timothy Berrios, Jimmy
Willis and Chad Williams for their work as a team.
In this instance, this set of first responders saved the life of a 56-year-old patient who
was unresponsive. They used an AED device and restarted his heart.
Lamar Batton was awarded a unit citation from the WFR for his work on Dec. 20.
Batton rode with Rescue 10 (Jeff Turner and Jimmy Willis) to assist a pregnant
woman who was about to deliver a baby. They were at the hospital and Batton was
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coaching the mother to
take deep, slow breaths.
Her water broke and
the baby was born
before she was in a
labor and delivery
room. And so he earned
the unit citation by his
work as a coach for a
mother.
(from left) WFR
Chief Lamar
Stegall, 2016 Most
Improved
Firefighter Kyle
Spencer and Deputy Chief Lake Raymond
Another set of WFR members who accepted unit citations were Lt. Jimmy Willis, and
firefighters Berrios, Justin Hoeschele, Richie Sookhan and (2016 Most Improved
Firefighter) Kyle Spencer.
They saved a man who was trapped in the driver seat of a Ford Explorer that had
driven up under a semi-trailer.
They cut the support posts and roof off of the vehicle and safely removed the patient,
who was then taken to a landing zone for transport by ShandsCair helicopter.
YEARS OF SERVICE AWARDS
Lt. Matthew Fortney accepted a years of service award for 20 years of outstanding
dedicated service to the City of Williston.
Sr. Sgt. James Bond accepted a years of service award for 10 years of outstanding
dedicated service to the City of Williston.
CLEARING PROBATION
Firefighter Tim Berrios was noted for clearing probation and having cleared the
“black helmet” phase of his career with WFR.
PROMOTION TO FTL
Firefighters Cody Murphy and Jared Caswell became Fire Team Leaders.
Chief Stegall said that in the event that a fire officer is not on the scene then the FTL
is the person in charge. Those two young men took the written exam, the chief said, and
he is proud to announce their promotions.
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WPD Officer Victor Flint walks away with a 'safe' motorcycle.
FUNNY AWARDS
CATCHING A RIDE
WFR Chief Stegall was among the first to have some fun. He gave a special
recognition named “Catching A Ride.”
He called Firefighter Trainee Garret Mullins and Williston Mayor R. Gerald Hethcoat
to the front of the stage.
Chief Stegall shared with the audience that he remembers first joining the WFR and
waiting for the first call. It was two weeks before that happened for him. Today, the
WFR averages four or five calls a day, Stegall said.
Firefighter Mullins responded to the station for one of his first calls in 2016, Stegall
said. Mayor Hethcoat was there. He asked the young man if he was going on the call.
“Garrett replied that he couldn’t,” Chief Stegall said, “because he hadn’t been cleared
to drive the city vehicles yet. At this point, the mayor loaded Garret in his truck and
promptly drove Garrett to the call.”
And for this act, the chief gave the mayor a red fireman’s helmet that had a small red
flashing light on it and it would even make the sound of a siren if a button was pushed.
For Mullins, the chief gave him a foam hand that was about five-feet by three-feet and
was in the accepted hand signal for a person who would be hitchhiking.
Chief Strow made a funny presentation as well.
WPD Officer Victor Flint was then called front and center. The chief made reference
to Officer Flint’s motorcycle accident and his recovery.
Chief Strow said he is concerned the officer might become injured from riding a
motorcycle again. So, he got Flint a motorcycle he could use that the chief would feel
comfortable with him using.
The chief gave the officer a plastic toy tricycle that a very young child could ride. It
had the word “Police” on it. The officer accepted the new vehicle and exited with style.
Chief Stegall mentioned after the presentation that the city thanks Matt Brooks and
B4 Signs and Advertising for the stickers to put on that vehicle.

