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Seven manatees rescued from golf course water 
hazard; 

Mother and calf are first saved 

 
A Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission truck that is used to 
transport manatees stands ready to accept its cargo Thursday (Sept. 15) in 
the city of Crystal River. 
~ 
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     CRYSTAL RIVER -- A small pod of at least seven manatees that were stranded in a 
water hazard on a golf course in the city of Crystal River found a small army of humans 
on Thursday (Sept. 15) taking them Kings Bay. 

     With Hurricane Hermine adding 
enough water so that people could kayak 
over some parts of the golf course at 
Plantation on Crystal River immediately 
after the hurricane swept through the 
area, an unanticipated relocation of 
several sea cows caused concern. 
 
The rescue effort on Thursday 
included research. All of the 
animals that were healthy were 
returned to their natural habitat via 
the boat ramp at Kings Bay. Here 
the manatee calf is being examined. 
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Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission State Manatee Rescue 
Coordinator Andy Garrett led the 
operation. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

FWC Public Information 
Supervisor Karen Parker was 
among the communications 
specialists on the scene from that 
agency. 
 

 

 
 
Shane Watson of the 
United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service 
was among the 
people who helped 
transport people 
from the parking lot 
to the area where 
manatees were being 
rescued. 
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Plantation on Crystal River General Manager Michael Mancke is the 
gentleman who contacted the FWC to rescue manatees stuck in a water 
hazard on the hotel’s golf course. He also helped transport people back to 
their vehicles from the golf course. 
 

 
Pat Ferro  (foreground) and her husband Ron Ferro reside in a house right 
on the golf course. The couple said they love where they live, and they play 
golf together. Terry Natwick, a spokeswoman for the hotel, said golf club 
members have been very understanding of the need to close the course for 
the rescue on Thursday. 
 
     The lead agency on the rescue was the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission. FWC State Manatee Rescue Coordinator Andy Garrett directed the 
operation.  
     Among the many people from organizations joining the FWC were staff and 
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volunteers from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service; the United States 
Geological Survey Sirenia Project; the University of Florida Manatee Research Group, 
which is part of U.F. Aquatic Animal Health of the College of Veterinary Medicine; Team 
Rescue of Clearwater; Tampa’s Lowry Park Zoo – Manatee Rehabilitation and Release; 
staff members of the Plantation on Crystal River; and a deputy from the Citrus County 
Sheriff’s office. 
     Garrett conducted a press conference and then led rescuers to confer with them in 
another part of the area around the giant water hazard. 
     The particular water hazard that housed the manatees for a couple of weeks is a big 
pond that is next to Lagoons Executive Course – Hole 1; and Championship Course – 
Hole 2 of the golf course. 
     Once the platoon of rescuers had gathered, Garrett told them which FWC person to 
go to for communications, as well as FWC personnel for other matters. 
     Garrett was certain to assure people listened, especially to safety instructions – 
including to not succumb to heat exhaustion or dehydration. 
 

 
Staff members and volunteers practice working together with a seine net on 
the land before entering the pond. 
 

 
 



HardisonInk.com 
      Rescuers practiced deploying a seine net quickly as they worked on the banks of the 
pond in preparation before the actual capture event. 
     After very thorough preparation, a few of the rescuers entered the water to begin the 
hours’ long process of taking the manatees out of the water hazard, evaluating them and 
then transporting them for release. 
 

 
An alligator in the water hazard relaxes as he floats near the surface on 
Thursday. 
~ 
     There are a number of alligators in this water hazard, as well as the manatees that 
had become trapped. Most of the ‘gators are relatively small. 
     The first two waterborne mammals to be rescued were a mother who was lactating, 
and her baby. They are still at the phase of their lives where the calf depends upon its 
mother for nutrition. 
~ 

 
Rescuers walk to an area to gather for instrutions from FWC Manatee 
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Rescue Coordinator Andy Garrett. 
 
     The first animal taken from the pond to the research tent was the calf. The mamma 
manatee was next. 
     Once at the tent, scientists measured the length and girth; as well as collected bodily 
fluid samples; measured the pulse and quickly reviewed and assessed other aspects of 
each of the animals’ health. 
     The manatees were then taken to Kings Bay, where they were returned to the wild so 
they could enjoy the rest of their lives in a more natural setting. 
     “With more than 70 springs, Crystal River/Kings Bay is the largest winter refuge for 
manatees on the Florida Gulf Coast and is a National Wildlife Refuge,” according to the 
Southwest Florida Water Management District’s website. 
     There were a number of small mounds of pond grasses stacked around the water 
hazard. The smell coming from the mounds of grass was like the odor one smells when 
there is fish rotting in an area. 
     Rescuers had determined the grass would interfere with a successful netting of 
manatees. Still, there was only a relatively small portion of that underwater vegetation 
removed, because it was pervasive. 
     When Garrett was asked if the vegetation was good, he replied that it depends on who 
was asked. While that might indicate a difference of opinion by scientists looking at 
oxygen and nutrient content for a body of water, the FWC scientist shared a thought 
from how the stranded animals may view the grass. 
     If the manatees were asked, they would say it was great, Garrett said. 
     “They are sitting in a salad bar,” he said. “These manatees are fat and happy. They 
probably gained some weight since they got here, because they cannot swim much and 
they have an abundant food supply. Normally they are able to roam more than they 
could here.” 
     The rescue of the manatees on Thursday resulted from action initiated by staff at the 
Plantation on Crystal River, Terry Natwick said. Natwick is the director of sales and 
marketing for the Plantation on Crystal. 
 

 
In golf, terms like 'birdie,' 'eagle,' and 'albatross' have sigificance. These are 
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among the actual birds seen on the golf course at the Plantation on Crystal 
River on Thursday morning. 

     The Plantation on Crystal River is a 50-year-old eco-friendly and green luxury resort 
hotel. 
     It sits on 232 acres of lush preserve land with emerald greens and grand oaks, and 
houses hundreds of birds and wildlife that include: osprey, sandhill cranes, blue heron, 
warblers, cormorants, egrets, eagles, gray-horned owls and other birds. 
     As for the golf course, where these manatees landed, it includes 27 holes of 
competitive and challenging golf, originally designed by highly regarded course architect 
Mark Mahannah. 
     The day after Hurricane Hermine swept through the Gulf Coast, Natwick said, staff 
members were walking around the golf course. They saw a mother manatee stuck on a 
drainage pipe. 
     They told Plantation on Crystal River General Manager Michael Mancke about it. 
Mancke contacted the FWC, which came to the rescue with its successful multiple-
manatee rescue and relocation from the water hazard (or pond) to Kings Bay. 
 

 
The first rescuers enter the water. 
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     FWC Communications Director Kelly Richmond said the rescue of manatees on 
Thursday results from the combined efforts of the FWC Manatee Rescue Team and the 
many partner organizations working together. 
     To report entangled, injured or dead marine mammals in Florida waters, call the 
FWC Wildlife Alert hotline at 888-404-3922, Richmond said. 
     “The Manatee Rehabilitation Partnership is a cooperative group of nonprofit, private, 
state and federal entities that work together to monitor the health and survival of 
rehabilitated and released manatees,” Richmond said. “Information about manatees 
currently being tracked is available at http://www.ManateeRescue.org. The endangered 
Florida manatee is at risk from both natural and man-made causes of injury and 
mortality. Exposure to red tide, cold stress and disease are all natural problems that can 
affect manatees. Human-caused threats include boat strikes, crushing by flood gates or 
locks, and entanglement in or ingestion of fishing gear. The plate you buy matters; 
support FWC manatee rescues and research.” 
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Seven Manatees Rescued From Golf Course 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This baby manatee was 
among those saved on 
Thursday (Sept. 15). 
For the full story, 
photos and a video 
please go to the 
LESIURE PAGE. 
Photo by Jeff M. 
Hardison, © Sept. 15, 
2015 @ 4:07 p.m. 

http://hardisonink.com/florida-leisure-news.php

