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Levy County rejects request  
for SHIP loan forgiveness 

 
County Commissioner Lilly Rooks (left) and County Commissioner Mike 
Joyner listen to a request for relief from a debt to the county, which 
property buyers did not know about when they bought a tax deed. 
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     BRONSON -- A married couple who bought property through a tax deed sale sought 
some relief from an encumbrance connected to that property. 
     Charles and Theresa Cheston requested forgiveness for $2,414.77 from a SHIP loan. 
The State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) program is offered to low-income 
families to help them repair houses by providing low cost loans. 
     The Chestons bought the property in an effort to assure the stoppage of what appears 
to have been a meth-cooking place, according to what was said on Tuesday. When the 
property went on the list for purchase of tax deeds, due to the previous owner’s failure to 
pay property taxes, the couple did not conduct enough research to understand that SHIP 
loans go with the property and not with the person who accepted the loan. 
     County Commissioner Danny Stevens led the opposition against granting the couple’s 
request. He said that if the county gave the Chestons this relief, then the county could 
expect this to bring continued requests of a similar nature. Stevens said the county has 
let mortgage banks off from the SHIP loan repayment when those banks foreclosed on a 
few properties, but that was a foreclosure action and not individuals buying tax deeds. 
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County Commissioner Danny Stevens (left) and County Commission 
Chairman John Meeks smile as Meeks moves the microphone from in front 
of him after he noticed a photographer continuing to attempt to take a 
picture without that mike in the way. 
 
     Despite being unable to forgive the loan, Stevens offered a method to help the couple, 
because they are cleaning up the property. After some more discussion, Stevens made a 
motion for Waste Pro to provide a roll-off dumpster and to allow it to be filled and 
dumped twice with no fee. 
     Stevens’ motion was seconded by County Commissioner Mike Joyner. It received a 4-
1 vote, with County Commissioner Lilly Rooks dissenting. Rooks said she voted “No” 
because she wanted to see the cost of providing the dumpster and having it dumped 
twice with no fees. 
     In Stevens initial discussion of the dumpster offer and his motion, he had said to have 
it dumped once or twice. Joyner preferred the two free dumpster emptying. 
     Stevens had mentioned that Waste Pro often donates dumpsters to help communities 
in cleanup operations. Therefore, Stevens said, the potential could be zero cost to the 
county for use of the dumpsters. As for the county not collecting tipping fees, he 
estimated two dumpster loads would have brought in about $800. 
     However, there is no way to know the actual costs or fees to be paid, because they are 
based on the weight of the material being dumped. 
     Despite the estimated costs that Stevens cited for Rooks, she said she was still voting 
“No” because she did not know the actual cost, or the actual loss to the county from 
persons paying dumping fees. 
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Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones makes a request to the 
County Commission. 

IN OTHER ACTION 
*      In other action, a request from Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones 
was granted after a motion by Commissioner Mike Joyner was seconded by 
Commissioner Rock Meeks and met with a 5-0 vote. 
     The County Commission agreed to Jones’ request for matching funds in the Federal 
Election Activities Grant. 
     The state provides $4,337.58 with the $650 match from Levy County. 
     This money helps in the cost of mailing sample ballots, Jones said. The grant and the 
matching funds, she added, are already in the approved budget for this fiscal year. 
*    The County Commission by a 5-0 vote proclaimed May 9 as Child Welfare 
Professionals Recognition Day. 
*    The County Commission by a 5-0 vote approved Gail Gold as the replacement for 
Bruce Wilson on the RESTORE Act Committee. Gold bought the recreational vehicle 
campsite on Cedar Key from Wilson, and therefore she is the facility-owner who 
represents that aspect on this committee. 
*     The County Commission approved a resolution by a 5-0 vote, authorizing an 
agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for a 1.9-mile long sidewalk 
running adjacent to Levy County Road 40 for that almost two-mile stretch from the 
Yankeetown General Store to the end of the sidewalk. 
     Alice LaLonde of the Levy County Road Department also shared with the County 
Commission that action is moving forward on the preparations to seek bids for the Shell 
Mound Road construction project. 
*     The County Commission heard from Williston City Manager Scott Lippmann that 
Levy County Judge J.T. “Tim” Browning is the guest speaker at the Thursday (May 5) 
Day of Prayer noon event at the Heritage Park Pavilion in Williston. Everyone is 
welcome to attend, he said. 


