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Fallen soldiers honored 

 
Tri-County Marine Corps League Detachment 1018 Commandant Rosanna Powers 
tells about Marines she knew who died in the line of duty, including her younger 
brother USMC LCpl. Caleb J. Powers and her fiancé USMC Sgt. Ricky Lord. 
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By Jeff M. Hardison © May 30, 2016 @ 8:47 p.m. 
     GILCHRIST COUNTY -- Americans honored soldiers who had made the ultimate sacrifice 
by dying in the line of duty, as groups of individuals all across the country on Memorial Day 

(May 30) conducted ceremonies. 
 
Bell High School Army Jr. 
Reserve Officer Corps cadets 
(from left) BHS AJROTC 
cadets Mikayla Baillie, 
Hunter Martin, Dylan Reid 
and A.J. Horne serve as the 
Color Guard to present the 
colors. They were under the 
direction of (at far left) BHS 
AJROTC instructor 1st Sgt. 
Jon Meinholz. Sgt. Meinholz 
brought a WWII Army First 
Infantry helmet, well-shined 
Army boots and a WWII 
era M-1 rifle, which stood 
during the ceremonies and 
can be seen here. 

 
     The ceremonial program in Trenton exemplified this tradition completely and with a strong, 
clear message. 
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     The whole event was sponsored by the Tri-County (Levy-Dixie-Gilchrist) Marine Corps 
League Detachment 1018 of Old Town, the Gilchrist County Service Office, American Legion 
Jamerson-Sheffield Post 91 of Bell and the Gilchrist County Historical Society. 
     The ceremony included a range of procedures as well as a very moving speech by Tri-County 
Marine Corps League Detachment 1018 Commandant Rosanna Powers of Chiefland. She 
captured the spirit of the day. 
     Gilchrist County Veterans Service Officer Jim Mash was the master of ceremonies and he 
moved the program along from the opening invocation by Ted Henley of the Tri-County Marine 
Corps League to the playing of taps by (ret.) USMC Col. Harvey Hamilton at the conclusion. 
     Under the guidance of Bell High School Army Jr. Reserve Officer Corps instructor 1st Sgt. Jon 
Meinholz, BHS AJROTC cadets Mikayla Baillie, Hunter Martin, Dylan Reid and A.J. Horne 
served as the Color Guard to present the colors and to retire the colors. 
     Gilchrist County School Board member Christie McElroy sang The Star-Spangled Banner 
during the presentation of the colors. She was joined by her husband Michael McElroy to sing 
America the Beautiful just before the retirement of the colors. 
     Mash explained the difference between Memorial Day, which is to honor soldiers who died in 
the line of duty, and Veterans Day, when all past and present veterans are honored. He shared 
the history of Memorial Day. 
     Citing Wikipedia, Service Officer Mash said Memorial Day is observed every year on the last 
Monday of May. 
     This time of remembrance of soldiers who died during active duty originated as Decoration 
Day after the American Civil War in 1868, when the Grand Army of the Republic, an 
organization of Union veterans founded in Decatur, Ill., established it as a time for the nation to 
decorate the graves of the Union war dead with flowers. 
     “By the 20th century,” Mash said as he read the Wikipedia definition, “competing Union and 

Confederate holiday traditions, 
celebrated on different days, had 
merged, and Memorial Day 
eventually extended to honor all 
Americans who died while in the 
military service.” 
 
Gilchrist County School 
Board member Christie 
McElroy sings The Star-
Spangled Banner. 
 
     The speech by Commandant 
Powers absolutely served as a 
reminder about the cost of 
freedom paid by American 
soldiers, and by their families. 
     “The first person I ever lost as a 
Marine was Sgt. Jeannette 
Winters,” Powers said. “She was a 
Marine. She was 25 years old. She 
was in my unit. It still didn’t hit 
close enough to home, that she 
died serving her country.” 
     The local Marine Corps League 
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commandant apologized to listeners because she would be speaking only about Marines, 
because those were the people she knew personally, who died in the line of active duty. 
     USMC Cpl. Jeffrey Green was 20 when he was killed on May 5, 2004, she said. 
     USMC Cpl. Dustin Schrage was killed May 6, 2004, she said, and like Green, he was a Marine 
who served with her brother. 
     Commandant Rosanna Powers’ brother USMC LCpl. Caleb J. Powers, 21, was killed Aug. 17, 
2004 in the line of duty. She mentioned that his birthday was on Halloween, and she celebrates 
that. 
     “All he wanted to do was to work in the wheat fields and repel off those towers,” she said. 
“These were real people.” 
     USMC Sgt. Ricky Lord, 24, was killed Aug. 18, 2004 in the line of duty, she said. He died two 
days before his 25th birthday. 
     “We (she and Sgt. Lord) were going to be married,” Powers said. “And we had a son who was 
10 months old.” 
     Her brother who was killed by a sniper, and her fiancé, who was killed by an improvised 
explosive device were killed one day apart from each other in the same province in Iraq. 
     USMC Sgt. Clinton Awquist, 23, died in the line of duty on Feb. 20, 2007. 
     “He loved apple pie,” Powers said as she spoke about the soldier and helped people remember 
these soldiers were individuals just like anyone in the audience. 
     USMC PFC Wayne Vincent, 26, was killed July 25, 2009, she said. His family was in the 
audience on Monday morning. 
     Commandant Powers explained that a member of a “Gold Star Family” does not look any 
different than any other person. “Gold Star Family” members are surviving family members of 
American veterans who died in the line of duty. She pointed out some of them who were in the 
audience, including her mother. 
     Powers said every day is Memorial Day for some families, because they think about the loved 
ones who they lost in war. 
     Remembrance celebrations such as the one in Trenton, she added, help Gold Star Family 
members share the load from the grief and sorrow they feel after having lost a loved one. 
     She said Memorial Day is a time to remember those individuals who gave up their lives for 
freedom in America. 
     “So what I want you guys to leave here with, remembering, as you celebrate Memorial Day 
however you celebrate it,” Powers said, “is to do something that you want to do. You have lives 
to live. 
     “These people that we loved,” she said, “went to war and never came back alive. And you can’t 
thank anybody for that. You can’t thank a veteran. You just have to remember their sacrifice. 
That’s a big cost. I wish I didn’t have to pay it. I would like to get my money back.” 
     She said to remember the fallen. Remember Sgt. Awquist liked apple pie, Powers said, and 
eat an apple pie in honor of his memory. Get to know what the soldiers were like before their 
lives were taken in war. 
     She said there were 6,717 American soldiers killed in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
     Powers said this is a relatively small number in comparison with all of the wars where 
Americans died in the line of duty. She asked people to “seize the day, and thank you all for 
coming here.” 
     Gov. Rick Scott issued a proclamation on behalf of himself and on behalf of the Florida 
Cabinet (Attorney General Pam Bondi, Chief Financial Officer Jeff Atwater and Commissioner of 
Agriculture Adam H. Putnam) to recognize May 30 as Memorial Day this year in Florida. 
     In the proclamation, Gov. Scott noted: 
     "WHEREAS, the last Monday in May is set aside to mourn those who gave their lives in 
service to our Nation; and 
     "WHEREAS, our service men and women answered the call of duty and made the ultimate 



HardisonInk.com 
sacrifice to maintain the security of our country and the liberties we hold so dear; and 
     "WHEREAS, our Nation is honor-bound to remember those who died on distant shores 
defending our Nation and our way of life; and 
     "WHEREAS, millions of Floridians wore the uniforms of the Armed Forces of the United 
States during the past century with tens of thousands giving their lives while serving; and 
     "WHEREAS, more than 1.5 million veterans of the Armed Forces of the United States 
currently reside in Florida; and 
     "WHEREAS, Florida’s Veteran Service Organizations continue to foster the tradition of 
honoring and remembering the Nation’s war dead; and 
     "WHEREAS, on Memorial Day, as throughout the year, we honor and pray for our Gold Star 
Families and show our respect for the sacrifices their family members in uniform made to the 
perpetuation of American freedom; and 
     "WHEREAS, our grateful Nation honors their selfless service, and we acknowledge a debt of 
honor beyond our capability to repay; and 
     "WHEREAS, it is important for us as a community, state and country to show our gratitude 
for all our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, Coast Guardsmen, and Merchant Mariners who 
died in the service of our Nation that we might continue to enjoy the liberties we so deeply 
cherish." 
      "NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governor and Cabinet of the State of 
Florida do hereby recognize May 30, 2016 as Memorial Day." 
     The governor encouraged all Floridians to learn about the history of Memorial Day. He called 
upon local communities to conduct appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs to 
demonstrate support and recognize the contribution of our fallen warriors. 
     Gov. Scott, Gen. Bondi, CFO Atwater and Commissioner Putnam asked all Floridians to pause 
for one minute and observe the National Moment of Remembrance to honor America’s fallen at 
3 p.m. local time on Memorial Day. 
     And the state's leaders urged the media to participate in these observances. 
     There were wreaths placed at the Gilchrist County Memorial Courtyard in Trenton next to the 
various monuments for different wars. 


