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Chiefland seeks more county tax revenue for fire 
protection services; 
Chief wants 3 paid firefighters 
 
Story and Photos By Jeff M. Hardison © May 25, 2016 @ 10:57 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND -- By a 4-1 vote, with Chiefland Mayor Teal Pomeroy dissenting, the Chiefland 
City Commission on Monday night (May 23) sent two options as requests to the Levy County 
Commission in regard to funding in the next fiscal year for fire protection of the county around 
the city. 
 
     The motion was made by City Commissioner Teresa Barron and seconded by City 
Commissioner Rollin Hudson. Hudson voiced his opinion especially to be against “Option 3,” 
because that would call for putting Levy County Department of Public Safety firefighters in the 
Chiefland Fire Station. 
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     Pomeroy said he voted "No" to the proposal 
to send Option 1 and Option 2, because he 
wanted to give the County Commission all four 
possibilities to grant different requests from the 
city. 
 
Vice Mayor Betty Walker is the City 
Commission liaison between the 
Chiefland Fire Rescue Department and 
the City Commission. She said Option 1 
was the most preferred request to send 
to the County Commission. 
 
     The proverbial bottom line is that the city 

wants more money to protect the lives and property in Chiefland and all around the city in the 
unincorporated area of Levy County. 
     Chiefland Fire Chief James Harris told the city leaders that the strip mall in downtown 
Chiefland lacks overhead fire protection sprinklers and there are no fire-stop barriers between 
the walls to stop a relatively sudden spread of fire. 

     If a blaze gets going there, he said, and there 
is a delayed response by Chiefland Fire Rescue 
due to the city’s firefighters responding 
elsewhere, then there will be a significant loss of 
business property and tax revenue. Firefighters 
from CFR respond to calls beyond the county 
area it covers because the departments 
responsible for those areas are not responding. 
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     The chief reminded municipal leaders that 
when Chiefland Fire Rescue is responding in the 
county, even beyond the area assigned to it, this 
leaves the city unprotected. Harris said CFR will 
respond after the responsible departments, 
including Levy County Department of Public 
Safety’s fire units, do not respond to calls for 

help. 
     In the “Option 1” proposal, the city asks the county to pay $107,604 more this year than last 
year’s $204,000. The city would increase its budget by $147,835 more to pay for the benefits of 
the three paid firefighters and for a new vehicle to replace the chief’s pickup truck. 
     “Option 1” would pay for three new CFR Firefighter II/EMT positions. 
     In the “Option 2” proposal, the county would again pay another $107,604 in addition to the 
$204,000 as was budgeted before. There is some concern about the methodology planned here 
because it takes from the part-time firefighter budget, and there is some concern those part-time 
firefighters will be needed too. 


