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FWC officers Robert 
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Power plant in Inglis can 
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     CEDAR KEY -- The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is currently 
conducting a recovery mission for a man who was lost in the Gulf of Mexico during a storm 
Friday (May 20), according to information provided by FWC Maj. Andy Krause and Lt. James 
Umhoefer. 
     Gilbert Valdes, a 54-year-old federal employee, was on a boat as he was fishing approximately 
five miles from Cedar Key with his brother Garrick Valdes and friend Bruce Smith when they 
were suddenly caught in a storm. Their boat began taking on water and soon capsized, the FWC 
said. 
     While Garrick Valdes and Smith were able to get their lifejackets beforehand, Gilbert Valdes 
was not, the FWC said. 
     Garrick Valdes and Bruce Smith were later rescued by the United States Coast Guard, but 
Gilbert Valdes has yet to be found. Due to the accounts of the two witnesses, it is not believed 
that he survived, and the FWC is treating this case as a recovery rather than as a search and 
rescue mission, the FWC said. 
     The search began early on Saturday morning after a worried relative called the USCG, when 
the men did not return on time. FWC currently has three vessels and a fixed-wing aircraft taking 
part in the search, the FWC said 
     “Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family” FWC Lt. James Umhoefer said. 
     The FWC encourages boaters to check the weather before leaving and to wear a lifejacket at 
all times while on the boat. 
     PUBLISHER'S NOTE: Please see the May 18 story about safe boating at the bottom of this 
page. 


