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Regional General Hospital offers more services 

Urologist performs procedures at RGH 

 
EMT Matthew O’Quinn (left) and Paramedic John Patrick man the Regional 
General Hospital intake area of the Emergency Department on Thursday (May 18). 
Among the patients who have spoken highly of the level of care given to people in 
the RGH Emergency Department are Levy County commissioners Mike Joyner and 
Lilly Rooks. While some people may remember the hospital under different 
owners and with different names, RGH has established itself to be a clinically 
clean facility with a warm and caring set of medical professionals who are ready to 
help people who are ill or injured. The personnel at the Emergency 
Department are ready, willing and able to help people with urgent care needs. 
 
Story and Photos By Jeff M. Hardison © May 21, 2016 @ 8:47 a.m. 
     WILLISTON -- Regional General Hospital (RGH) of Williston has added even more services 
to help patients who prefer a nicer environment than the helter-skelter metropolis of 
Gainesville. 
  

Click on the ad above to go to the Regional General Hospital website. 
http://regionalgeneral.com. 
 

     The mantra of "Need a scan, go to Shands," has become "Need a scan, go to Regional General 
Hospital in Williston." 
     Beatrice O’Berry, manager of RGH Nuclear Medicine, provided a walk-through tour recently 
to show how the hospital is ready to provide patients with the high caliber quality care in 
Williston, where they need not drive through heavy traffic, schedule months in advance, or wait 
hours to be seen in the Emergency Department. 
     O'Berry said the RGH Nuclear Medicine Department is now offering the following scans: 
     • Bone Scans - for joint pain, osteomyelitis, cancer mets, infection; 
     • Gastric Emptying Scan - for dyspepsia, fast or slow digestion; 
     • GI Bleed Scans - detection of GI bleeding site; 
     • Hepatobiliary Scan - for gall bladder function, duct patency; 
     • Lung Perfusion/Ventilation Scan - detection of pulmonary embolism; 
     • Renal Scans - evaluation of kidney function, detection of obstructions; and 
     • Stress Tests - evaluation of coronary arteries. 

http://regionalgeneral.com/
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     “We are here,” O’Berry said on Thursday (May 19), “and we have completely changed from 
what some people might remember from the hospital under some of the previous owners.” 
     Dr. John Chacko, a urologist who has an office in Ocala, is among the newest physicians 
practicing at RGH. He sees patients at RGH and performs procedures there. Scanning for kidney 
stones and treatment for kidney stones is happening in Williston. 
     A state-of-the art lithotripter to treat kidney stones is at the hospital now. Without making 
any incisions, this machine is capable of fragmenting the kidney stones in this noninvasive 
procedure. The hospital has a clinic singularly devoted to kidney stone treatment. 
~ 

 
This is the area in RGH where patients can be diagnosed and treated for kidney 
problems, including the noninvasive procedure to rid the patient of kidney stones. 
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The recovery area of the urology department provides a place for a patient to 
recoup after he or she has had a procedure completed. 
 
     Since March, there have been five procedures completed at RGH for problems related to 
urology, O’Berry said. 
     “The patients are done in a short time,” she said. “We have new procedures. We can get 
patients in faster than they do in Gainesville. We can treat them on weekends, so they don’t have 
to take time off from work.” 
     Dr. Chacko’s diagnostic services that are available at RGH include those for kidney stones, 
blood in urine (hematuria), prostate enlargement (benign and malignant), PSA elevation, 
urinary infections and testicular problems. 
     Dr. Chacko’s procedures that are performed at RGH include cystoscopy (checking the urinary 
tract with a scope); placement or removal of stents with a cystoscope; prostate ultrasound and 
biopsy if necessary; and vasectomies. 
     O’Berry said that anyone who needs a scan or treatment for a urological issue can call 352-
528-2801, extension 492 to schedule care or to learn more about what is available at RGH in 
this regard. 
     Dr. Herschell Lindo, a doctor who specializes in obstetrics and gynecological medicine, also 
practices in internal medicine. He has clinic hours at RGH as well. 
     Among the list of procedures that Dr. Lindo performs at RGH are cone biopsies; 
hysteroscopy; incisions and drainage of abscesses; dilation and curettage; breast biopsies; 
biopsies of skin lesions; and marsupilization. 
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     Dr. Ravinindra Kolaventy is a cardiologist who is on call 24-hours-a-day, seven-days-a-week 
for RGH, O’Berry said. He provides stress tests for patients at RGH as well as making rounds on 
the floor at this hospital. 
     The hospital has an extensive list of respiratory therapy services that are both for outpatients 
and inpatients. 
     These include: 
     • Pulmonary function tests (full and simple spirometry); 
     • Arterial Blood Gases; 
     • Home Oxygen Qualificiation; 
     • EKG (electrocardiogram); 
     • Smoking Cessation Assistance; and 
     • Outpatient Education For (COPD {chronic obstructive pulmonary disease}; smoking; 
emphysema; and asthma). 
~ 

 
This is one example of a semi-private room at RGH. There are also single bed 
facilities. 
 
     RGH has been revamped with millions of dollars invested to make it the best choice for 
several services. 
     Among the machines at the hospital is the 64-slice CT Scan, O’Berry said. The City of 
Williston accommodated RGH by improving the electrical service to the hospital so that the 
machine could be used. O’Berry said one advantage of this machine is that it is quicker than the 
lesser machines. 
     The very newest machine added to the assets at RGH is the AU 680, which is located in the 
laboratory department. It was just installed a week ago. 
     The AU 680 is used in toxicology, and it can analyze blood to find 27 different drugs. It is 
utilized for drug screening. 
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RGH Lab Supervisor Arceli Encienzo and Lab Tech Jeff Johnson stand next to the 
AU 680. 
 
     The RGH Lab provides diagnostic services not only for RGH purposes but for outside 
interests that know the quality of work by these professionals. 
     There is a long list of positive aspects at RGH and reasons for many patients to use this 
facility rather than driving to and from Gainesville. 
     There are 30 beds available for patients. 
     The hospital has its own pharmacy on site to provide for the needs of patients there. While it 
is in Williston, patients from areas far from this eastern point in Levy County might want to 
consider it as a first option because of the traffic in Gainesville, the wait for service in hospitals 
there, and at RGH, clients are going to feel more like they are being treated as an individual 
human being rather than as one part of some long line of faceless, nameless patients who are 
seen day after day. 


