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Blueberry festival blankets James H. Cobb Park 

 

 
Levy County Clerk Danny Shipp shakes hands with Bronson Mayor Bruce Greenlee 
as he presents a document with bits of history on it. Councilwoman Katie Parks is 
seen standing in the background between the two men. 
 

 
Accepting the presentation to the city are (from left) Councilwoman Katie Parks 
and Mayor Bruce Greenlee, as Donna Cicale and Ursula Williams of the Clerk’s 
Office and Levy County Clerk Danny Shipp stand by. 
 
 
Story, Photos and Video By Jeff M. Hardison © May 15, 2016 @ 4:07 p.m. 
     BRONSON – For the second year, there were vendors galore at James H. Cobb Park in 
Bronson as the Annual Bronson Blueberry Festival was enjoyed by many. 
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The document presented to the town by the Levy County clerk. 
    A five-kilometer fun run started the Second Bronson Blueberry Festival early Saturday 
morning (May 14). 
 

THE FESTIVAL 

   
2016 Little Blueberry King Elijah Fletcher shows how adorable he can look on 
stage. 
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     Vendors lined three sides of the park. 
     There were many different types of food, including funnel cakes, kettle corn, beef jerky and 
more. 
     The Bronson Community Access Center was among the groups manning a tent. They sold 
wings, nachos, French fries and drinks as part of their fundraising effort on Saturday. 
 

 
One of the three sides of the park area lined by tents for vendors shows just one 
part of the big festival. 
 
     In addition to the many types of food at the festival, there were several other types of vendors. 
T-shirts, jewelry, wood crafts and artwork of different forms were for sale. Some local 
businesses, including Chantilly Place Salon & Gift Boutique of Bronson, were at the festival. 
     There was even a tent for a political group that endorses Florida seceding from the union of 
the United States of America. It is called Free Florida First. 
     There was plenty of entertainment, too, including singer Mindy Shouse-Campbell, who was 
among the many performers. The sound system was provided and operated by Rodney Thomas 
of New Beginnings Entertainment. Thomas provided music between the live performances. 
Thomas set up his equipment in the covered area for the stage. 
     Several politicians were on the grounds, including Bronson Mayor Bruce Greenlee, Vice 
Mayor Beatrice Roberts and Town Councilwoman Katie Parks. 
     The pageant, the fun run, the parade and the festival all came to be from work by 
Councilwoman Parks, her committee and other volunteers. 
 

Diana Burke-Dill, 56, registers to vote for the first 
time in her life at the festival as she uses the tent 
and table set-up by Levy County Supervisor of 
Elections Tammy Sullivan. Burke-Dill 
communicates by sign language. 
 
     Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones was 
available with staff to help people with any voting issue. 
She said that by noon there were 15 people who had 
registered to vote, checked their signatures or changed 
their addresses at the event. She said there was more 
voter activity at the Bronson Blueberry Festival than at the 
Levy County Fair this year. 
     Levy County Clerk Danny Shipp was in the parade on 
Friday. Donna Cicale of Shipp’s  office was on the park 
grounds dressed up as Levy County High Sheriff William 
H. Bigham, who was sheriff from 1885 to 1895. 
     Shipp, Cicale and Ursula Williams of the clerk’s office 
presented Mayor Greenlee with a poster from historic 
events in Bronson. Clerk Shipp, his wife Donna Shipp, and 
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Cicale and Williams, shared with visitors some of the history of the area. They had a jail cell on 
the festival grounds as well as an old-time still – like ones that were used to make moonshine in 
Bronson during Prohibition. 
     Mrs. Shipp created a life-size plywood cutout of the sheriff and a prohibition agent for use on 
the scene. 
     Cicale, who is very adept at helping people with public records, especially of an historic 
nature, was as lively and positive as ever as she helped people enjoy Levy County history at the 
festival. 
     She was dressed with a long beard, hat and old-fashioned clothing. Cicale was very 
entertaining as she danced around with a shotgun. And she found several occasions to use her 
handcuffs on people. 
     The only candidate other than Shipp and Jones with a tent at the site was Berlon Weeks, who 
is running for Levy County Commissioner, District 1. 
~ 

 
The LifeSouth Community Blood Mobile was at the festival. 
 

 
Autumn Boyd, 16, of 
Bronson prepares to donate 
whole blood at the festival. 
Her mother Councilwoman 
Katie Parks said she 
planned to donate blood 
there on Saturday too. Boyd 
has O-positive blood. 
~ 
     Wekiva Blueberry Farm had a 
tent in the mix. This is a major 
producer of blueberries in the 
Bronson area. Another 
blueberry farm in the Williston 
area is Red, White and Blues 
Farm. 
     Parks introduced all of the 
winners from the pageant 
during the festival. The nine top 
winners were: 
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1-year-old Itty Bitty Blueberry Queen Julissa West 
2-year-old Teeny Blueberry Queen Lillian Partin 
Tiny Blueberry Queen Hannah Osborn 
3 to 4-year-old Little Blueberry King Elijah Fletcher 
4 to 6-year-old Little Blueberry Princess McKinley Lord 
7 to 9-year-old Petite Blueberry Queen Julianne Lumpton 
10 to 12-year-old Blueberry Princess Abigail Johnson 
13 to 15- year-old Junior Blueberry Queen Madison Rodgers 
16 to 18-year-old Blueberry Queen Rebecca Rodgers 
     As for the pageants, parade, fun run and festival, a good time was had by all as Bronson 
helped promote blueberries and having fun. 
~ 

 
Clerk Danny Shipp (center in green shirt) stands next to a cutout Prohibition 
officer (left) and Donna Cicale, who is costumed as Levy County Sheriff W.H. 
Bigham. Notice the ‘sheriff’ is putting handcuffs on the clerk, who has been ‘caught 
making moonshine.’ 
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Standing in front of the County Sheriff’s Jail are (from left) Levy County Clerk 
Danny Shipp, Donna Shipp, a cutout of Levy County Sheriff W.H. Bigham, Donna 
Cicale dressed as Sheriff Bigham and Ursula Williams. 
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2016 Tiny Blueberry Queen Hannah Osborn takes the stage. 
~ 

 
Bronson Firefighter Mark Fowler helps a child shoot water from a fire-hose as part 
of the obstacle course provided at the festival by Bronson Fire Rescue. 
~ 

 
Levy County EMT Crystal Jordan stands in front of an ambulance. The Levy County 
Department of Public Safety was among the groups with a tent at the festival. 
~ 
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Mike Poindexter of Suwannee County pours kettle corn into a large holding area at 
the festival. His wife Linda Poindexter helped at the stand that provided delicious 
festival food and drinks. 
~ 

 
David Doucet of Gainesville uses a band saw as he cuts a name out of oak. He 
charged $2 per letter to make wooden names. 
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~ 

 
Licensed Massage Therapist Tianna Shelley stands near the table where she could 
provide a massage at the festival. 


