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City contracts with law firm after 4-1 vote; 

Free movie succeeds 

 

 
Sitting in front of an audience Tuesday night were (from left) Fanning Springs 
Mayor Howell 'Trip' Lancaster III, interim City Attorney Ray Thomas Jr., City 
Clerk Sheila Watson, Council Chairman Paul Chase, and City Council members 
Ron Queen, Barbara Locke, Jane Nogaki and Tommy Darus. 
 
Story and Photos By Jeff M. Hardison © May 11, 2016 @ 4:27 p.m. 
     FANNING SPRINGS – A 4-1 vote to hire the Dell Graham Law Firm of Gainesville as the 
new Fanning Springs city attorney came from a motion by City Councilwoman Barbara Locke, 
seconded by Councilwoman Jane Nogaki. 
     The Dell Graham Law Firm of Gainesville became the Fanning Springs city attorney as of 
today (May 11) and that agreement goes until May 10, 2017. 
     City Councilman Tommy Darus cast the dissenting vote. He had expressed his opinion during 
the meeting prior to the vote that he felt uncomfortable with some of the fees. He also 
complained that he finds it difficult to budget for attorney costs, when they may be more than 
anticipated. 
~ 

 
City Councilwoman Jane Nogaki (left) and City  Councilman Tommy Darus listen 
to a presentation about the new contract for legal services. 
 
     Darus noted that the city budget showed $6,800 budgeted for legal fees in the fiscal year so 
far, but that amount had already hit $11,700. 
     Interim City Attorney Ray Thomas Jr. of Bell, whose fees are part of going over the budget, 
ended his short tenure with the city effective with the conclusion of that night’s meeting. 
Another cause for attorney fees being over the budget is because of the resignation of the city’s 
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longtime friend and low-fee attorney Conrad Bishop Jr. of Perry, who gave the city an incredible 
fee structure for decades. 
     Attorney Jamie White was present to seal the deal with the firm for which she works. 
Attorney David Delaney, who also represents the Levy County School Board and the Alachua 
County School Board, was not present Tuesday night, although he is in the Dell Graham Law 
Firm and is anticipated to be seen in Fanning Springs on occasion. 
~ 

 
Fanning Springs City Council Chairman Paul Chase (left) and City Councilman Ron 
Queen 
 
     Also voting with Locke and Nogaki in favor of Dell Graham as the new attorneys for Fanning 
Springs were City Council members Ron Queen and Paul Chase. 
     Chase, who is the City Council chairman, negotiated the fee arrangement. Going into that 
negotiation, Chase had an opportunity to go with a fixed rate to begin with or to choose the flat 
hourly rate. 
     Essentially, the fee is $200 an hour for the first 10 hours of legal service each month. The 
hourly rate applies to travel time to and from Gainesville. 
     After the first 10 hours a month, the rate increases to $225 an hour, according to the contract. 
Paralegals or law students working on the city’s behalf will cost the city $80 an hour. 
     The Fanning Springs City Council now meets on the second Tuesday of each month starting 
at 5 p.m. in Fanning Springs City Hall. 
     The first fee presented to Fanning Springs’ leaders from the Dell Graham Law Firm was 
either a flat $3,000 a month or $225 an hour. Delaney said he presented the $3,000 option so 
that City Council, the mayor and staff would not be hesitant to call for legal advice. 
     Attorney White brought a copy of the 2015 Government-In-The-Sunshine Manual to the 
meeting on Tuesday night. Elected leaders and records custodians in Florida are well served to 
be familiar with that booklet. 
     City Clerk Sheila Watson has shown a lack of understanding about public records law, and 
three City Council members recently had an adjudication of guilt withheld after they violated the 
Sunshine Law in regard to meeting at the advertised time of the public meeting. 
     In addition to some time being needed to help municipal leaders understand state laws 
regarding open meetings and open records, this new firm might want to review the Fanning 
Springs City Charter. 
     Before attorney Conrad Bishop Jr. resigned, it was mentioned in a meeting that the city 
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charter seems unclear about whether the mayor or the City Council has the power to seek a new 
city clerk. 
~ 

 
Mayor Howell 'Trip' Lancaster III (left) and interim City Attorney Ray Thomas Jr. 
Dana Sheffield, a Fanning Springs resident, was among the many people who 
thanked attorney Thomas for his help during the interim between attorney Conrad 
Bishop Jr.'s departure and the May 11 arrival of the new Fanning Spring City 
Attorney -- the Dell Graham Law Firm of Gainesville. 
 
FAMILY MOVIE 
     The movie Kung Fu Panda III was shown at Fort Fanning on April 22 starting at about 8 p.m. 
Fanning Springs Mayor Howell E. “Trip” Lancaster III said there was an excellent turnout for 
the event, despite relatively heavy rainfall immediately before the show. 
     Lancaster thanked a local Chamber of Commerce as well as members of the Fanning Springs 
Fire Rescue for their assistance. 
     To read the previous story, which led to Chairman Chase negotiating the fee, please read the 
archived story at https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/4-6-16-
hardisonink-com-fanning-springs-city-council-hires-new-city-attorney.pdf. 
     There are many archived stories, which can be printed for scrapbooks or for framing. There is 
a link to the archives. It is on every page on the lower right, below the ads on the right column. 
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