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Wild Hog Canoe and Kayak Race helps LARC serve 
30 clients 

 

 
Participating in the check presentation are (from left) Justin Maynard, Dave 
Kunkleman, Betty Walker and Keith Maynard. 
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     OTTER CREEK -- Nestled in the Town of Otter Creek, the Levy Association for Retarded 
Citizens (LARC) provides staff and buildings for occupational therapy, counseling, education 

and to provide the necessary love for individuals 
who are differently-abled than most folks. 
 
Betty Walker gives Keith Maynard a plaque 
in appreciation of his work to help LARC. 
 
     On Monday morning (May 9), Wild Hog Canoe 
Race Board President Keith Maynard and others 
came to LARC to present a check from an annual 
fundraising event. 
     The money came from the 39th Annual Wild 
Hog Canoe Race, which was held in Levy County 
last month. It was the best ever for raising revenue 
and for having the most participating paddlers, 
Maynard said. 
     The $20,400 check set the new high point for 
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annual donations to LARC from the Wild Hog Canoe and Kayak Race. 
     Maynard said he was a bit concerned starting out this year, because he was down by about 
$7,500 due to some previous annual donors who put dollars into buying real estate rather than 
donating to LARC directly; however, the purchase of the property at the spot that marks the 
finishing point for the canoe race is a benefit that he sees going into the future. 
     Despite the loss of some donors, he said the $20,400 raised this year for LARC is a new 
record – showing growth each year since his family accepted the reins from previous hosting 
organizations. 
     The race is something that Maynard and his family, and others, took as a ministry to God, he 
said, when they started being the hosts five years ago. 
     They have put on four complete races as of the completion of the most recent race. 
     “We were called to do it to help the mentally and physically handicapped people of our 
county,” he said. 
     By giving God all of the glory, Maynard said, the group knew that He would continue to bless 
the event. 
     “We don’t take credit for anything that is done,” he said. “All we are, is God’s hands. And so 
we just try to be willing for Him to use us the way that He uses us.” 
     Last year, he added, the group had wanted to set a new record of boating participants. In 
1988, the record was set at 124 boats. Last year, there were 123 boats, he said. 
     The rallying call of “one more boat,” may have helped inspire more people to participate, he 
said. 
     The 2016 event set a new record of vessels in the race. Now the quantity to beat is 132 boats. 
That’s the most in 39 years, he said. 
     After President Maynard presented the check to Executive Director Walker, noting that he 
was giving this money in the name of Jesus, she presented him with a plaque. 
     That plaque was donated by Robbie and Sandy Robertson. 
     LARC Executive Director Betty Walker accepted the check and said she, the staff and the 
clients of the institution appreciate the gift. Walker said she is thankful for every individual, 
group, church, club and fundraiser that helps LARC continue its worthy mission. 
     The LARC budget this year is $114,000, she told HardisonInk.com. That money covers paying 
staff to operate the facility and help the clients from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Thursday. 
There are nine staff members who assist the 30 clients. 
     Walker said she is the only full-time LARC employee. 
     This $20,400 donation from the Wild Hog Canoe and Kayak Race, she said, will be used 
mostly to cover operating expenses. Another big fundraiser for LARC is the Ride To Provide. 
     The next little fundraiser is a barbecue sandwich luncheon with all of the fixings for $8 per 
plate. Margo Hall is conducting the fundraiser at the Fraternal Order of the Eagles in Cedar Key 
on the afternoon of June 4. 
     For more information about the 15-mile Wild Hog Canoe and Kayak Race, please visit 
http://www.wildhogcanoerace.com/. 
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