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Disabled anglers have fun 

 

 
Lisa Waters (left) and Marie Hunt show some of the baked beans to be enjoyed for 
lunch. They are two of the countless volunteers who helped make Saturday a 
resounding success for disabled people who got to go fishing from airboats in Dixie 
County. 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison © May 10, 2016 @ 1:57 p.m. 
     DIXIE COUNTY – About two dozen airboats on Saturday (May 7) took disabled individuals 
on a fishing trip that has been an annual event for 15 or 16 years now. 

 

 
Roy Skinner 
 
     Roy Skinner is the organizer of this event. 
Skinner, who is limited to a wheelchair for 
mobility, made his own boat able to be used 
by a disabled person. 
     “I started from nothing,” he said. “I built 
my own boat. I’m one that don’t quit a whole 
lot.” 
     Skinner said there was a suggestion to 
help other disabled people so they could go 
fishing and that was the spark that lit the 
candle of inspiration for this annual event. 
     The first Saturday in May each year 
people with any disability are welcome to 
participate, he said. Wheelchairs present no 
obstacle as they team of volunteers have 
learned methods to accommodate people 
with special needs. 
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Here is the 2-year-old floating dock platform. 
 

    The boaters help people with power chairs or other 
aids to go fishing. This event is free to the disabled 
persons. All they need is a fishing pole, Skinner said. 
     Fuel, bait and other material is provided by the 
volunteers. At about 2 p.m., everyone comes in for 
lunch. 
     Skinner sees the return on investment in this 
venture, but it is not as some people who count dollars 
in and dollars out. 
     “Really,” he said, “this is a godsend. This is a 
blessing. When you see the smile on the face of these 
people when they catch a fish… I wouldn’t take a million 
dollars for it.” 
     Two years ago, there was a milestone. The Dixie 
County Board of County Commissioners added floating 
ramp to make loading into and out of boats easier.  
 
 

e 
David Osteen (left) is a candidate for Dixie County Commission seeking the seat 
currently occupied by Commissioner Ronnie Edmonds (left). They were at the 
event with Roy Skinner, organizer. Edmonds said he endorses Osteen for County 
Commission 
 
There was a trip when the event participants used a Quonset hut type of structure and a 
conveyor-belt operation to load people onto and off of boats. 
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Firefighter-Paramedic David James (left) and Firefighter-Paramedic Alex English 
were prepared to help people if they were called upon. 
 
     There are countless volunteers and groups that help, he said. The outpouring from the people 
of Dixie County is heartwarming. Restaurants pitch in for the lunch, he added. There is mullet, 
baked beans, a large assortment of sweet desserts like banana pudding, and much more. 
     A lot of hard work goes into making the event a success, Skinner said, but there are many 
people who each do their share. 
     “Ronnie and Marie Hunt started with me,” he said. “They jumped right on it.” 
     Among the other strong supporters and volunteers, Skinner said, is County Commission 
Ronnie Edmonds. On Saturday, many county officials came out for the event. 
 

 
This sign shows D&L Construction helped with  the dock work. 
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A long view of the dock shows the structure that many people use. This 
improvement to the Shired Island Park adds to the recreational facilities in Dixie 
County. This is a county park. 
Photos By Jeff M. Hardison (above) 
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PHOTOS BY MARIE HUNT (below) 
In the photos below, all by Marie Hunt, disabled people are seen on some of the 23 
airboats that participated Saturday (May 7). 
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