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Partners celebrate first year’s success 

 

 
Paige Brookins of The Gathering Table Catering Service adds cupcakes and 
Partnership for Strong Families Chief Executive Officer Stephen Pennypacker 
stands by as the event begins to unfold Saturday morning. The three-tiered 
cupcake distribution shelf was built by a Cedar Key volunteer, who also 
constructed a huge wooden logo with spaces for three people to place their face in 
it for a photo opportunity. 
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     CHIEFLAND – Representatives from at least 30 organizations gathered in the grassy area 

just north of the Tri-County Community Resource 
Center (TCCRC) in downtown Chiefland on Saturday 
(April 30) to celebrate the first year of existence of this 
clearinghouse for social services. 

 

     Serving all residents and visitors of the Tri-County 

Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties, the non-

profit, privately-funded is a satellite office for the 

Partnership For Strong Families Inc. (PSF). 

 

Susan Bongiovanni of Pine Grove Baptist 

Church serves a free hotdog to a visitor. 

 

     By bringing together a significant percentage of 

possible services into one location for the people of the 

Tri-County Area, the TCCRC applies the most service for 
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the dollars invested in helping people. 

     One dominant benefit from assisting families is a reduction in abuse and neglect of children. 

     PSF CEO Stephen Pennypacker was among the many people at the event Saturday. 

~ 

 
Placing their faces for photos in the giant logo for the Tri-County Community 

Resource Center are (from left) Patty Carroll, senior community relations 

professional with Partnership For Strong Families Inc.; A.D. Goodman; and 

TCCRC Manager Beverly Goodman. A.D. Goodman said he felt there was a very, 

very good turnout of people and groups for the event, and that he is pleased that 

the people of the Tri-County Area are continuing to be better served by the many 

partners in this endeavor. 

 

     "We are elated with the tremendous response to the community resource center," 

Pennypacker said. "The support we have seen from the community and the people we have 

helped in this first year here shows the strong partnership between the city of Chiefland and the 

whole Tri-County Area." 

     Ultimately, he continued, by helping families find methods to relieve financial stress, and by 

assisting people so they can utilize counseling services for money management, mental health, 

proper nutrition and hygiene as well as other aspects of improving their quality of life, a 

reduction in child abuse and neglect is a logical byproduct. 

     PSF opened a program with the Alachua County Library System in 2009, Pennypacker said, 

and then later in two other areas in Alachua County. The PSF leaders and staff recorded a 

significant reduction in child abuse and neglect cases after establishing the three centers to help 

families in Alachua County. 

     It will take two to three years, he continued, before results from the work at the TCCRC will 

be shown, but it is almost a foregone conclusion that the results will be the same as in the areas 

of Alachua County where the same types of resources were applied. 
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     People come into a center like the TCCRC for rental assistance, for help with obtaining food 

or for counseling, and they are given professional help to improve their lives. The CareerSource 

Citrus Levy Marion group is another partner working with the TCCRC as it links employers and 

people who are seeking jobs. 

     As for the celebration on Saturday, there was a relatively powerful exhibition of some of the 

force that can be brought to bear for positive changes in the lives of individuals and families. 

     Of course, it was a celebration of the first anniversary of the TCCRC. And so, there was bound 

to be cake. 

     Thinking beyond the status quo though, there were 525 cupcakes instead of one big cake. 

Paige Brookins and others from The Gathering Table Catering Service created and delivered the 

cupcakes with frosting in the colors of aqua, green and white – which are the TCCRC colors. 

     Among the many organizations at the event Saturday was the Master Mason Association of 

the 14th Masonic District of Florida. 

     Brown Lodge #51, F&AM Masonic Lodge of Chiefland Worshipful Master Ron Cordes was 

among the Masons helping to create digital video and audio child identifications recordings for 

parents. 

     Each child would say certain things and move and pose to be recorded on audio and video. 

Those records were then given to parents, stored on compact disks, and the parents were given 

paper records to be kept for use in the event of a child being taken or somehow lost. 

     These records can be shared with law enforcement officers by the parents to assist in finding 

their children. 

     Rick Goodnight, a Mason from Gainesville, said that in the past two years, these records have 

help police recover five children in Florida. He said families with elderly members who may 

have dementia or Alzheimer’s Disease can have similar records made to help police officers find 

their lost relatives. 

     There were several tents for the many organizations and people present. Among the groups 

and people other than the PSF and Masons were North Central Florida Regional Housing 

Authority; Palms Medical Group; Haven Hospice; the Clyatt House Learning Center; the 

Tobacco Free Partnership of Levy County; the Chiefland Fire Rescue Department; Levy County 

Transit Director Connie Conley; Levy County Public Library System Director Lisa Brasher; 

Central Florida Electric Cooperative Member Service Representative (Live and In Charge) Ryan 

Watson; Florida Department of Children and Families; Guardian ad Litem; Healthy Families 

(Levy, Dixie, Gilchrist and Suwannee counties); Healthy Start Services; U.F. Child Protection 

Team; Head Start; Florida Forest Service; Three Rivers Legal Services; the UF/IFAS Family 

Nutrition Program (FNP) with Cynthia Nobs and Katie Trimm of the Dixie-Levy-Gilchrist FNP; 

the Migrant Education Program; Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches; Meridian Behavioral Health 

Services; and Mary Simmons of CDS Family and Behavioral Health Services. 

     Simmons counsels people from the Bronson and Chiefland area, and at CDS there is not a 

qualifying level of family income. 

     The best thing about the TCCRC, which is located on the east side of U.S. Highway 19 (Main 

Street) just north of Park Avenue, is that staff there can direct people seeking help so that they 

receive assistance. 

     The address of the building is 15 N. Main St. in Chiefland. 

     The hours are Mondays through Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Fridays from 9 a.m. to 

12 p.m. The phone number is 352-507-4000. 
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Katie Trimm of the UF/IFAS Dixie-Levy-Gilchrist Family Nutrition Program wears 

‘cheese glasses’ that are among the prizes children or adults could win from a 

game where the participant matches foods with food groups. The IFAS group also 

gave away popcorn and other prizes. 

 

 
 

 

Joshua Ruth, 4, gets his face painted 

at the Clyatt House Learning Center 

tent on Saturday morning. 
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Levy County Sheriff’s Office K-9 Cpl. Kevin Kinik works with his deputized dog 

Zombie. Cpl. Kinik has been working with this 3-year-old canine for about 18 

months now. 

 

 

 

Levy County Sheriff’s Office K-9 Deputy Clint 

Anderson and his partner deputized dog Nero 

prepare to show the crowd how they can work. 


