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50th Anniversary of Vietnam War's end 

celebrated; 
New benefits available for Florida veterans 

 

 
(from left) Levy County Veterans Service Officer Robert Lowyns, Levy County 

Veterans Service Officer Julie Rose, Gilchrist County Veterans Service Officer Jim 

Mash and Dixie County Veterans Service Officer Steve Fremen stand ready to help 

veterans in the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties. 
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     GILCHRIST COUNTY – Veterans service officers from Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties 

on Saturday (April 30) hosted an event to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the end of the 

Vietnam War (which began Nov. 1, 1955 and ended April 30, 1975). 
     More than 150 people showed up at Otter Springs Park and Campground. Some people had 

anticipated the turnout to be bigger than what happened. Among the veterans from Levy County 

was Williston City Council President Charles Goodman, who is a combat wounded disabled 

American veteran who fought in Vietnam. Accompanying him was his wife Sue Ellen Goodman. 

     Among the Gilchrist County elected officials at the event were United States Marine Corps 

veteran Gilchrist County Commissioner Kenrick D. Thomas, and longtime law enforcement 

veteran Gilchrist County Sheriff Robert “Bobby” Schultz III. Members of the GCSO Citizens On 

Patrol helped with parking. 
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(from left) Some of the dancers active on Saturday were Sara O’Sullivan, 

performing to Jump Jive; Makenzie Brugger, performing to Boogie-Woogie Bugle 

Boy; and Susie Nobles and her son David Nobles, performing to In The Mood. 

 

     Among the activities at the start of the event were performances by Debbie Destin’s Dance 

Studio of Bell. Destin is also the events director at the park. 

     Members of ForVets and AmVets Post 422 of Fanning Springs were among the strongest 

visible veterans groups at the celebration in the park. 

     BubbaQue’s catered the event and provided complete barbecue dinners and drinks to 

everyone at the celebration. 

     Levy County Veterans Service Officer Robert Lowyns, Levy County Veterans Service Officer 

Julie Rose, Gilchrist County Veterans Service Officer Jim Mash and Dixie County Veterans 

Service Officer Steve Fremen (of Steel Bridge Band fame) were all present and helped veterans 

and other enjoy their time at the park. 

     Lowyns successfully lobbied the Levy County Commission a couple of weeks ago to donate 

$500 to the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War. 

     One very strong benefit for veterans that is becoming better known now comes from the 

Florida Veterans Foundation. 

     In 2008, the Florida Legislature established the Florida Veterans Foundation as a Direct 

Support Organization to the Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA). 

     Dennis Baker, the man who wrote the $1.25 grant that became accepted by Florida Attorney 

General Pam Bondi, said the funds became available on Jan. 1. 

     In the first quarter, which ended March 31, the Foundation had spent $65,000 of that money 

and the group had reached 80,000 veterans. 

     The Foundation is to provide assistance, funding and support for the FDVA in carrying out its 

mission of veterans’ advocacy. 

     The Foundation operates for the direct and indirect benefit of the veterans of Florida, the 

FDVA, and veteran service organizations. 

     The Florida Veterans Foundation is to: 

     • educate the public about the needs of veterans; and, 

      • promote and aid charitable activities for the support of the livelihood and general welfare of 

Florida-resident veterans. 

     Baker, who is a retired United States Navy commander, said the grant is allocated for two 
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     One key mission, he said, is to provide emergency financial assistance for veterans who are in 

a crisis situation. There are eight districts in Florida where there are directors of the Foundation. 

     An excellent method to connect with the Foundation to get help, Baker said, is through the 

various Veterans Service Officers in the counties. 

     Another method is to contact the Florida Veterans Foundation in Tallahassee at 850-488-

4181. 

     Steve Marchbanks, who is the treasurer and emergency fund administrator of the Florida 

Veterans Foundation said the Foundation recently conducted an event where it was able to help 

22 veterans get their driver licenses back. Another 30 civil issues were resolved in court thanks 

to assistance from the Foundation, he added. 

     The Foundation is succeeding in finding homes for homeless veterans in Florida. It is helping 

veterans start their own businesses. It is connecting veterans with jobs. 

     Haircuts, dental work and even help with pets of vets are projects that have been completed 

since the start of action in January, Baker said. 

     Baker said this funding became available as part of a civil action by Florida in regard to 

JPMorgan Chase & Co. 

     There was a case where JPMorgan Chase & Co. agreed to pay to settle a lawsuit accusing the 

lender of misleading homeowners about interest rates on adjustable rate mortgages. 

     As part of the settlement, J.P. Morgan did not admit it did anything illegal. 


