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Art magnet opens on Cedar Key 

First day of two-day art festival 
rocks the island with artistic beauty 
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     CEDAR KEY -- The Cedar Key Arts Center's presentation of the Old Florida Celebration of 
the Arts (OFCA) acted like a super-powered magnet Saturday (April 9), attracting artists, and 
drawing art patrons to the island town on the western end of northern Levy County – next to the 
Gulf of Mexico. 
     The 52nd Annual Spring Arts Festival in Cedar Key continues Sunday (April 10) 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

     The two-day event is all about 
art and patronage for the arts, 
and in Cedar Key it may be seen 
as being about the love of all 
people who live and visit this 
community-oriented set of 
islands. 

ART 

     Long known as a small fishing 
village, Cedar Key is seen by some 
as a picturesque place, where 
bohemian artists greet visiting 
colleagues annually for a festival. 
 
Debbie Stillman holds a 
packet of precious metal clay 
– the medium in which she 
works to create her amazing 
jewelry. 
 
     There are many perspectives of 
the fine arts in Cedar Key this 
weekend. The view from 
individuals practicing in the 
various types of art mediums is as 
vast as in any realm of the human 
experience of existence. And so, 
there are a million stories in this 
gulf-side city this weekend. 

    In the fine arts, there are people working in oil painting, acrylic painting, water color painting, 
drawing, photography, sculpture, fiber, ceramics, mixed mediums and other mediums. 
     There are artists who focus on competition. There are artists who target sales. There are 
artists who key on art for the sake of art. There are artists who just are. 
     No individual should leave the festival without visiting and socializing with some number of 
the people who earn a living by creating art and selling it. The stories they tell of their lives and 
experiences can fill volumes of books. 
     And for those who want what some may consider a sensory overload, go to the festival. The 
sights, sounds, smells, taste and feelings there are bountiful, and they are bound to leave many 
instant pleasurable experiences in the moment and there is a potential for some amazing 
memories to be formed there. 
     For the visitor entering the field of show and sale in the heart of downtown Cedar Key on 
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historic Second Street, one of the first artists seen (in front of Tony’s Seafood) is Debbie 
Stillman, 61, of Clermont. 
     Only 10 of the scores of artists at the festival are listed as giving demonstrations. Stillman is 
among this elite cross-section. 
     Stillman has been creating jewelry and bigger art pieces with precious metal clay, a relatively 
new medium for artists. 
     She said she has always loved bling, and she began her artwork as a hobby, working in the 
medium of polymer. Stillman read an article about fine silver in a clay form and that was what 
began her interest in precious metal clay as a form to use for art. 

 
This is the design Debbie Stillman created to use in her demonstration. It will be a 
set of three seahorses inside a clam shell that has an opening in its top and will 
hinge open. 

 
This silver guitar was created after Debbie Stillman was inspired by a painting 
depicting a mythical creature under a tree playing a guitar. This work is entirely 
hand-sculpted with no molds. She overcame many challenges to bring the concept 
to life. One question was how to 'float' the hands and inlay the guitar strings within 
the frets. 
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     Metal clay is a clay-like material composed of fine metal particles, an organic binder and 
water. Silver metal clay is a grayish white color and comes in packets. There are two companies 
that manufacture silver metal clay -- Mitsubishi, which makes Precious Metal Clay or PMC; and 
Aida Chemicals, which makes Art Clay Silver or ACS. 
     Stillman uses the Mitsubishi brand. She began her interest in art and jewelry creation after 
retiring as the chief information officer with a non-profit hospital group in the western United 
States. Her husband Jim is a retired law enforcement officer. 
     This PMC material is shaped as if it was clay. Stillman then sculpts it using a surgeon’s 
scalpel, as she creates a three-dimensional piece from what began as her sketch. 
     Then that sculpted form of PMC is cooked in a kiln where the organic part is burnt away, 
leaving a work of art made in silver. This silver is extremely pure. 
     For her demonstration, she designed a completely new piece. It is seahorses that can be seen 
through an opening of a clam shell, and the clam shell opens. 
     Many of her works are able to be worn. This jewelry, Stillman said, is wearable art. It is not 
just an accessory. She has completed commissioned pieces for patrons who sought that service 
too. 
     In the last three years, her work has earned her several awards. One of her pieces was judged 
as Best of Show at the 2012 Winter Garden Art Festival, and another Best of Show was at the 
2014 Cape Canaveral Festival of the Arts. 
     Other artists’ demonstrations listed were by Shoshana Matthews in fiber, D.G. Stern in fiber, 
Dana Thomas in jewelry, Donna Leeward in painting, David Pellerin in ceramics, Guy LeFebvre 
in painting, Sandi Jackson in painting, Leland Williams in Painting and Debbie Lowe in jewelry. 

 
Dave and Donna Tanck they are the sole glass artists in the Keyhole. They make 
colorful dichroic pendants and earrings, vases, colorfully decorated cake testers 
and tea lights, all created out of glass. They have been at the Cedar Key Artist 
Cooperative Keyhole for 20 years. Here they are standing in front of some of their 
work on Saturday. 
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Sky Campbell of Gainesville is among the artists showing his work in Cedar Key 
this weekend. He has created blown glass art for 17 years now. His work in blown 
glass art began in a research laboratory. His wife Sarah Hinds is also a glass artist 
and they own Somewhere Glassworks. 
 

ART PATRONAGE 

     Palms Medical Center was the title sponsor this year, as it has been each year since 2009. 
     Several companies helped subsidize different aspects of the event. Of course, individuals 
patronized artists and the arts by buying the artwork. 
     Norm and Janice Fugate were the OFCA Purchase Award Patrons Lounge hosts again this 
year, having served in the downtown office of his law firm last year in that capacity. 

 
     Mr. Fugate said he knows the designated name of the 
site in his office, but he likes to call it “The Festival Care 
and Comfort Center.” 
     Each year, a number of festival shoppers support the 
event by becoming Purchase Award Patrons. This 
program generates in excess of $8,000 in buying power 
on the street, and it is among the methods to help fund 
the festival and attract high caliber artists. 
     Patrons go home with a nice piece of fine art and the 
artists are awarded a Purchase Award Ribbon that can 
be displayed during the event to signify their art was 
selected. 
 
Cedar Key School Safety Patrol members (from 
left) Joseph Plemmons, Brett Richburg, Alexis 
Crum and Tamela Greenhaw walk down the 
street selling bottles of water. The fifth graders 
were selling water as a fundraiser to help pay 
for the summer trip to Washington, D.C., as 
part of the whole AAA Safety Patrol. 
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LOVE OF PEOPLE 

     Among the candidates for office strolling through the festival Saturday morning was Jeff 
Edison, who is among the candidates for Levy County superintendent of schools. He was 
enjoying the view with his wife Teri Edison. 
 
Jeff Edison and his wife Teri stroll 
through Cedar Key’s Art Festival. 
Jeff Edison, who is seeking 
election as the Levy County 
superintendent of schools, was 
among the volunteers in the food 
booths at the city park. 
 
     He said the festival organizers are 
great. They provide many opportunities 
for schools to raise funds during this 
event. 
     Among the groups selling food – such 
as lobster macaroni and cheese, fried 
oysters, shrimp, clams, burgers, soft 
drinks and water were the Cedar Key 
Lions Club, Cedar Key Garden Club, 
Cedar Key School FFA, Cedar Key 
School Future Business Leaders of America, Cedar Key School Fourth Grade Class, Cedar Key 
School Junior Class, Cedar Key School Safety Patrol, The Oystermen Association, and the Cedar 
Key Aquaculture Association. 
     Among the many organizations helping people with information and other services were the 
Office of the Levy County Supervisor of Elections, the Florida Forestry Service, the UF IFAS 
Nature Coast Biological Station, the Friends of the Lower Suwannee and Cedar Key Natural 
Wildlife Refuge, the Seahorse Key Marine Laboratory and Audubon of Florida. 

     There was live music in the city park next to Cedar 
Key Beach. 
     The weather on Saturday was excellent for a day at 
the art festival and in the city park. 
 
 
Wildfire Mitigation Specialist Ludie Bond 
stands with a blow-up of Smokey Bear and 
with Florida Forest Service Ranger Patrick 
Hathcox Sr. They represented the Florida 
Forest Service at the art festival and were 
among the groups providing information to 
people. 
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(from left) Maya Hosabettu, a research intern; Nature Coast Biological Station 
Director Mike Allen; and Biological Scientist Yasmin Quintana man their station at 
the city park. Among the attractions there were live horseshoe crabs, which 
children could hold. Horseshoe crabs are marine arthropods of the family 
Limulidae and order Xiphosura or Xiphosurida that live primarily in shallow 
ocean of gulf waters on sandy or muddy bottoms. The Nature Coast Biological 
Station is one aspect of the University of Florida’s Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences aquaculture division. 

 
Cedar Key Police Chief Virgil Sandlin patrols the island in a golf cart. Chief Sandlin 
said parking violations is the most prevalent crime of the festival. Parking tickets 
are $30. Some private business interests warn about being towed if a vehicle is 
parked in a zone designated for customers only. 


