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Fanning Springs City Council hires new city 
attorney; 

Free movie set for families 

 

 
Attorneys David Delaney (left) and Jamie White listen as attorney Rhett Bullard, 
who is also the mayor of the city of High Springs, removes himself from 
consideration due to the Fanning Springs City Council meeting being changed to a 
monthly date that conflicts with his meetings in High Springs. 
(Do not copy photos from HardisonInk.com to Facebook.com or elsewhere, 
because they are protected by federal copyright law.) 
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     FANNING SPRINGS -- The monthly meeting of the Fanning Springs City Council on 
Tuesday night (April 5) showed dramatic change in a couple of respects, and there was some 
status quo being maintained as well. 
     One change was a switch to a new evening of the monthly meeting. 
     Another alteration was who is to serve as city attorney. 
     As for the status quo, the annual Easter egg hunt was discussed and there is a another free 
movie slated for the community. 
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Attorney David Delaney and attorney Jamie White speak to the municipal leaders 
in the city of Fanning Springs. 
 
NEW ATTORNEY 
     By a 3-2 vote, the City Council chose Dell Graham, a Gainesville-based law firm. 
     Favoring that firm, after a presentation by attorneys David Delaney and Jamie White, were 
City Council members Barbara Locke, Jane Nogaki and 
Ron Queen. 
     Voting in favor of attorney Ray Earl Thomas Jr. of Bell, who had been serving as interim city 
attorney after the resignation of Conrad Bishop Jr. of Perry, were Paul Chase and Tommy Darus. 
Chase, who is the chair of the council, first announced that he counted the five ballots and saw 
Thomas as winning. 
     Another council member quickly caught the significant error by Chase and showed the leader 
of the City Council incorrectly tallied the votes to show a candidate he favored. 
 

 
Council Chair Paul Chase and City Councilman Ron Queen 
 
     As City Council chair, however, Chase will be the city’s representative working with Delaney 
to potentially establish the fee quoted by the firm in its initial answer to the request for 
proposals from the city. If that price negotiation fails, then Thomas would be next in line for 
negotiating a fee to serve the city. 
     Attorney Rhett Bullard of White Springs told the City Council that he regretted that he would 
have to withdraw his offer to possibly serve the residents and visitors of the city of Fanning 



HardisonInk.com 
Springs. He withdrew his offer, because moments before the selection of the new city attorney, 
the City Council changed its meeting time. 
 

 
City Councilwoman Barbara Locke and City Councilwoman Jane Nogaki 
 
     Since the Fanning Springs City Council will now meet on the second Tuesday of each month 
starting at 5 p.m. -- as a result of the 5-0 vote of approval for that resolution -- that means 
Bullard cannot attend that regular monthly meeting in Fanning Springs. 
     Bullard is not only an attorney but he is the mayor of the city of White Springs and that is 
when that City Council meets. 
     Attorney Michael Koch of Chiefland was the other contender for the position. 

 
 
City Councilman Tommy 
Darus 
 
     Delaney and White showed 
their qualifications as government 
attorneys far outweigh the 
experiences of Thomas and Koch 
in governmental law. The initial 
stated fee of the Dell Graham Law 
Firm was slightly more than 
Thomas. 
     Koch conceded that he had not 
served a government entity for 
several years, mentioning that he 
was the attorney for the city of 
Chiefland for a couple of years 
many years ago. 
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Attorney Michael Koch 
~ 

 
Attorney Ray Earl Thomas Jr. 
 
     The first fee presented to Fanning Springs from the Dell Graham Law Firm is either a flat 
$3,000 a month or $225 an hour. Delaney said he presented the $3,000 option so that City 
Council, the mayor and staff would not be hesitant to call for legal advice. 
     Delaney, who is also the attorney for the Alachua County School Board and the Levy County 
School Board, said he hopes the fee does not stand in the way of the city of Fanning Springs to 
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start using his services. 
     City Clerk Sheila Watson recently has repeatedly shown a lack of understanding about public 
records law, and three City Council members recently had an adjudication of guilt withheld after 
they violated the Sunshine Law in regard to meeting at the advertised time of the public 
meeting. 
     Before attorney Bishop resigned, it was mentioned in a meeting that the city charter seems 
unclear about whether the mayor or the City Council has the power to seek a new city clerk. 
Therefore, a workshop to revise the city charter may be in the offing as well. 
     Delaney and Chase are anticipated to present what they reached as a fee structure for Delaney 
to become the new Fanning Springs city attorney at the May 10 regular City Council meeting, 
which starts at 5 p.m. 
FAMILY MOVIE 
     The movie Kung Fu Panda III is scheduled to be shown at Fort Fanning on April 22 starting 
at about 8 p.m. People are welcome to find a seat starting at 6 p.m., Fanning Springs Mayor 
Howell E. “Trip” Lancaster III said. 
     This free movie will include free popcorn for children. The Fanning Springs Fire Rescue 
Department will have low cost concession items available as well. 
     Face-painting and balloon artists will be offering those services for money to be put in their 
tip jar. 
 

 
Mayor 'Trip' Lancaster 
 
     The mayor said local business interests are funding the free movie for families. 
     In other news, the mayor and representatives from the Fire Department all were happy about 
both turnouts for hunting Easter eggs recently. The city put in $1,200 and private donors 
contributed $1,760. 
     In addition to the plastic Easter eggs with goodies, there were Easter baskets, bicycles and 
other items that went to help children enjoy themselves.   


