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     CAPE CANAVERAL -- The saga continues. 

     In the last report the miniboat DCA Eagles001 had been launched by the Dunnellon 

Christian Academy (DCA) with help from the Coast Guard's Station Yankeetown's Chief 

Rob Whitmore and his team of Petty Officers. They dropped the small vessel about 30 

miles offshore from Yankeetown Florida in the Gulf of Mexico. 

     It traveled northwest for a few days and was then caught in a storm and driven ashore 

onto St George's Island by sustained 50-knot winds. 

 

 

This is an aerial 

view of the 

landing place 

in Franklin 

County. 

 

     Since the little 

boat was 

equipped with a 

GPS Satellite 

transmitter which 

broadcasted its 

location twice a 

day. The 

Eagles001 was 

quickly located. On the night of Feb. 24, the 11 p.m. transmission located the vessel on 

beach at Saint Georges Island beach south of Tallahassee so plans were put in place to 

attempt recovery the next day. 

     After trying several area contacts the next morning, Franklin County Sheriff's Deputy 

Sgt. Jim Ward was contacted. Sgt. Ward agreed to check the beach. He was unable to 

locate the boat. At about the same time he noted he was unable to locate the boat on the 

beach the 11 a.m. report came in from the satellite. It showed a new position about 100 

yards to the north -- in a private residence driveway. 

     This information was relayed to Sgt. Ward who then located the residence and the 

Eagles001. A resident had found the boat on a predawn walk along the beach and 

recovered it. 
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     She asked to keep the Bible with a verse written in the cover by the Dunnellon 

students who had then placed it in the small cargo hole. The lady indicated the verse had 

touched her and she would be very grateful if allowed to keep it. 

     Sgt. Ward, knowing the Bible was placed in the boat by the students of a Christian 

Academy quickly agreed. 

     He then moved the boat to the Franklin County Sheriff's station awaiting 

transportation to Dunnellon. Making a personal trip to Ocala a day or so later, Sgt. Ward 

carried the miniboat in his personal truck then met a DCA representative who then 

returned the little boat to the 

school. 

 

Minor repairs are 

completed. 

 

     After minor repairs were 

completed, Chief Whitmore 

put DCA consulting scientist 

Mark Moore in touch with 

LTJG. Timothy Sperry, 

commanding officer of the 

Coast Guard Cutter Shrike. 

     Sperry and BMC Karel 

Muller agreed to drop the 

boat off in the Atlantic Ocean  about 50 mile offshore from Coast Guard Station Cape 

Canaveral during an upcoming mission. 

     On March 14, Mark Moore and his wife Leslie Moore, who is the commander of 

Yankeetown's U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, were told if they could get the little boat to 

Coast Guard Station Cape Canaveral that day, then it could be launched the following 

day. 

     Since weather conditions were ideal, all other activities were suspended, the boat was 

loaded and by 2 p.m. the boat was sitting at USCG Station Cape Canaveral dock ready to 

be loaded onto the cutter Shrike. 

 

The sail is 

signed as the 

miniboat 

continues 

onward in its 

mission. 
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     After the customary 

"signing of the sail" where 

Sperry and his crew added 

their names to the sail and 

a CGS Cape Canaveral logo 

sticker to the Eagles001 

hull the little boat was 

place aboard the Shrike. 

 

On March 15 at noon, 

the DCA Eagles001 was 

place in a 17-foot Coast 

Guard rigid hull about 

50 miles offshore. 

 

 

 

 

 

The vessel is 

moved away 

from the 

Shrike and 

set adrift. 

 

     The Drifter 

as this type of 

mini boat is 

known is, 

according to 

NOAA 

scientist 

James 

Manning, is 

"now making 

a contribution to the nation's Integrated Ocean Observing System.” So it is showing up 

on their asset maps. 
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The path of the 

Eagles001 is 

recorded twice a 

day by satellite and 

its trip from launch 

to March 31 is 

shown above on 

the NOAA chart. 

 

     Anyone who has an 

interest in following 

the DCA Eagles001, is 

asked to contact Tracy 

Jenner at the 

Dunnellon Christian 

Academy or Flotilla 

Commander Leslie 

Moore through Coast 

Guard Station 

Yankeetown. 

Members of Coast Guard Station Yankeetown and its Auxiliary Flotilla have been 

assisting the DCA in its miniboat project with training classes on boating safety, 

navigation and reading and using marine charts of the North Atlantic Ocean. All in all 

this is an outstanding learning experience for the fortunate  eighth grade students and 

will serve them will in their future education. 

Previous story on archive at: 
https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2016/02/2-22-16-hardisonink-com-unmanned-vessel-

aids.pdf 
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