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This is an aerial still shot from The Dragonfly (FAA registration FA3K9LAFPL), 
which shows a jumping off platform for swimmers; the round fish beds made by 
some fish; and the new 25-foot wide stairs built by county staff. 
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     LEVY COUNTY -- With the County Commission agreeing with Levy County Parks and 
Recreation Director Matt Weldon to use $110,000 of impact fees for improvements at Levy 
County’s Blue Springs Park, the next steps for improvements are set to start.  
     What this means to Levy County residents and visitors is that the park will have more 
pavilions, and there is a potential that the main boils of both Big Blue Spring and Little Blue 

Spring will be deeper and bigger. 
 
Levy County Parks and Recreation Direction 
Matt Weldon, who is also the Mosquito Control 
District director, pauses for a photo opportunity 
in the office, which is located in Bronson at the 
same complex with the Road Department and 
the Levy County Visitors Bureau. 
 
     In the meantime, the springs which are open now -- 
as they do in time for spring break -- are an excellent 
place for people to swim for the lowest price in the area. 
     There are tubes for rent and there is a volleyball net 
available for use too. 
     The cost for anyone to enter is $2. 
     A family season pass costs $35 and will allow up to six 
people to enter this park and Henry Beck Park for the 
entire time those parks are open during the season. An 
individual season pass costs $20 and provides the same 
option to visit Blue Springs or Henry Beck Park for one 
individual rather than a family. 
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This view of a jumping off platform shows ladders leading up from the water to it. 
 

 
This land-based view of the 25-foot wide stairs built by county staff shows a 
significant capital improvement that was completed while this team of workers 
also performed daily duties. 
     Levy County is seeking $190,000 from the Suwannee River Water Management District and 
there is a potential it will be awarded in June to improve the springs. The Florida Legislature in 
the past few years has been helping spring water improve in flow and quality. The $110,000 
worth of improvements, Weldon said, were in the capital improvement budget for the fiscal year 
already. 
     Weldon said surveys are under way to determine natural depths of the Big Blue and Little 
Blue springs, which appear to have been dynamited long ago in an attempt to open them more 
back then. 
     There is dredging approved at the site now, when long ago that was not an option. 
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     The spring pool of Big Blue Spring is surrounded by a concrete retaining wall around the 
northeastern perimeter, with stair and dock access. A brand new set of stairs that are 25 feet 
wide are an improvement built by Levy County staff. 
     Spring waters issue from a series of sand boils scattered across the bottom of the pool. 
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Various types of fish including bream, bass and gar swim in Big Blue Spring. Fish 
hover over the circular cones they built in the spring pool on Thursday morning. 
Those conical areas are nests for fish eggs. There are some big lunker bass in the 
spring, but this area is for swimming - not fishing. 
 
      Blue Springs discharges to the southwest down a short run and into the nearby Wacassassa 
River, which flows south to the Gulf of Mexico. There are restrooms, picnic pavilions and a 
concession stand onsite. Nearby hiking and riding trails pass through the Devils Hammock 
Wildlife Management Area. 
     Big Blue Spring has a circular spring pool measuring approximately 156 feet in diameter. The 
depth measures about 26 feet right now in Big Blue and 12 feet in Little Blue over the deepest 
point, Weldon said, however, most of the pool in Big Blue Spring is considerably shallower. On 
Thursday morning round conical beds where fish had laid eggs dotted the bottom and the white 
sand showed perfect circles in contrast with the darker colored parts of the springshed area’s 
floor. 
     Several small sand boils can be seen upwelling from the sand spring bottom. The park opens 
at 10 a.m. and the peaceful sounds of birds chirping was memorizing as one watched the areas of 
water pumping up through the soft, white sand. 
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One of the other sets of stairs to leave the swimming area goes toward the 
volleyball play area. Some of the picnic benches and pavilions are seen here as 
well. 
 
     On the land side of the park area surrounding the big spring’s pool there is a grassy lawn with 
tables and playground equipment on all sides except near the outflow channel. Several access 
ladders can be found around the pool. 
     The spring run is shallow, slow-moving and contains abundant aquatic and emergent 
vegetation. The spring run flows through a dense lowland swamp forest toward the southwest 
until meeting the upper Wacassassa River. 
     Weldon serves as the Parks and Recreation director for Levy County, but he also is the leader 
for the Levy County Mosquito Control Department and Devils Hammock Wildlife Management 
Area. 
     Joining him in the duties that serve the public are Assistant Director Lee Williams, Robert 
Law, Steven Keith and B.J. Smith. There is one opening for a worker. These five men perform an 
extraordinary feat as they help residents and visitors enjoy the many county recreational assets 
as well as protect the public health by keeping mosquitos at bay as best as is humanly possible 
with the resources that they have at hand. 
     Susan Billings is the office manager, another excellent worker in the county’s employ. Serving 
as seasonal park attendants at Blue Springs are Dana Henson and Perry White. At Henry Beck 
Park the seasonal park attendants are Steve Holcomb and Tabitha Mayes. 
     Weldon, Williams, Law, Keith and Smith not only must maintain all of the county’s parks and 
control mosquitoes in this geographically large county, but they build new structures like the 
stairs at Blue Springs Park. 
     As for Blue Springs Park, located at 4550 N.E. 94th Place, Bronson, in decades past it has 
been owned by a timber company, the Levy County School Board and the Town of Bronson. 
Back in its earliest time, it was just a spring in the middle of a cypress swamp. 
     Back when, some group or person used dynamite in an attempt to broaden the hole that was 
producing the most water, Weldon said he has found after removing rocks and looking at the 
current structure of the biggest spring boil. That blasting collapsed the spring, though. 
     Weldon and Williams are both certified divers. They are also both certified archeological 
resource managers. They are the lead men who went in with a four-inch dredge and removed 
blockage. They created what is now the biggest boil in Big Blue Spring of Levy County. 
     Their work costs the county about $25,000 in 2006-07. The estimated cost for an 
independent contractor to perform the same work was about $160,000 back then. 
     The men put in a lot of manual labor to clear the springs. Weldon said they took out plenty of 
hand-sized rocks and debris to open the boils. Those were loaded into trucks and removed. 
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There were a number of bits of litter taken out as well. 
     One item that had formed a blockage was a conglomerate of hair scrunches used by women. 
The metal parts of these elastic bands caused them to sink into the sand. 
     As the water would boil up, the physics of gravity and flow caused them to all come together 
at a point. To put the amount of hair scrunches removed in perspective, Weldon said they filled 
a 55-gallon drum with those items alone. That is a huge amount of hair scrunches. 
     As the two men removed blockages in 2006-07, they found one special golf ball underwater. 
It just kept floating at a certain level in a boil, spinning and remaining at one spot. It was held in 
place by the force of water, the force of gravity and the shape, weight and density of the golf ball. 
     “That is one thing I wish I had an underwater camera to video,” Weldon said. 
     They took that special golf ball out. It went with the rest of the debris to the Levy County 
Landfill. 
     Back when Weldon and Williams cleaned the springs the first time, Weldon said, they also 
found a Trenton High School Class of 1989 ring. It was underwater and it was in pristine 
condition. 
     They looked at the name engraved on it and found the mother of the woman who had lost the 
ring. 
     “That woman had worked two jobs to have enough money to buy her daughter that ring,” 
Weldon said. “The daughter lost it within a few weeks after she got it. When we found it in 
2006-07, it was winter. The springs were closed, so we were able to clean them. 
     “So when we gave it to the woman,” Weldon continued, “she waited a little while and gave it 
to her daughter as a Christmas present.” 
     Today, the plan is starting to unfold to potentially improve the flow of the spring. Ground 
penetrating radar is planned to be used to determine the original structure of the Big Blue and 
Little Blue springs. Then an independent contractor will be awarded a bid to dredge the two 
springs to take them as close as possible to their original formations. 
     Weldon said that after he and Williams cleared the springs in 2006, the water level went up 
by about two inches in the first two weeks after that – and that was with no extra rain. 
     Williams said another benefit of increasing the flow coming from the spring will be to help 
the run be less stagnant. Water that sits can create an environment for mosquitos to breed. 
     When this project is complete, it could be a game changer and create an even stronger 
attraction for people who enjoy Florida’s springs. 
     “It could be another Blue Grotto or Devil’s Den,” Weldon said. 
     Weldon said he is very pleased to be able to help the Levy County Board of County 
Commissioners achieve one of their goals. 
     “The Board’s view is to maintain a place where people can take their kids and families, and 
not go broke just to go swimming,” Weldon said. 
     Maintaining a pleasant and family-oriented place for recreational fun is another goal of the 
County Commission, he said. There was a time years ago, before Levy County took over the park 
and springs, when it was not family-friendly. 
     Weldon, Williams and Rock Meeks (who had to leave county employment when he became a 
county commissioner), are among the men who helped residents and visitors understand that 
Blue Springs was going to be family friendly. Those individuals or groups who did not 
understand the concept were asked to leave, or escorted away by county deputies if needed. 
     There is a relatively new rule too. No child younger than 12 is allowed to be in the park 
without a parent or guardian. There was a time when some parents would just drop off their 
young children and leave, Weldon said. Young children without parents created a dangerous 
situation, which is no longer tolerated. 
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A relatively big cottonmouth sits across the bank of the run leading from Little 
Blue to Blue Spring. The cottonmouth or water moccasin snake is venomous and it 
is relatively aggressive in comparison with other snakes. If this snake had faced 
the camera and opened its mouth, the inside would be white and the two large 
fangs would be visible as well. Hence, the name cottonmouth. The head of the 
snake is visible in the upper right corner of this picture.  
 
     During a tour of Little Blue Spring, Weldon saw a water moccasin. 
     A visiting journalist had to move closer to the area where the snake was seeking frogs for 
breakfast to take a viable photograph of it. 
     “I moved closer to this snake to take its picture,” Hardison said. “This one venomous snake 
just had an opportunity to be photographed while it was going about its morning routine. I am 
inclined to kill cottonmouths. This one posed no immediate threat to me or other humans and I 
was ill-equipped to perform that action at that minute.” 
     Hardison said he had worn his “go to town sneakers” and did not come prepared to enter the 
swamp more than he did. 
     Weldon and Williams and other staff have a significant ongoing set of tasks. 
     The Levy County Parks and Recreation staff take care of Blue Springs Park; Henry Beck Park; 
the 10-acres of Shell Mound Campground and Boat Ramp; the #4 Fishing Pier in Cedar Key; the 
Big Dock in Cedar Key; the Fowlers Bluff Boat Ramp; upkeep of the Clay Landing area in 
conjunction with Manatee Springs State Park; the Lake Rousseau Boat Ramp; the Camp Azalea 
Boat Ramp; the Wacassassa Boat Ramp and Park; the Bird Creek Boat Ramp; and the big boat 
ramp into the Gulf of Mexico at the western edge Yankeetown on Levy County Road 40. 
     The big boat ramp and park at the end of CR 40 next to the Gulf of Mexico at Yankeetown no 
longer has a functioning bathroom, Weldon explained, because the water source to the pump for 
that bathroom has become unusable. 
     No company has been found that can drill a well there for fresh water. The cost to drill a well 
farther away is prohibitive, and so the county provides portable toilets for people visiting that 
park. 
     The Levy County Mosquito Control staff work at reducing the odds of people suffering from 
mosquito-borne illnesses (some which are deadly). Mosquitos are buzzing, biting, annoying 
pests, but they can be a significant threat to public health as well. 
 


