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Helicopter Ride 

 
Pilot Leland Giddens of Orlando (left) and Pilot Andrew Styles of Titusville 
give the thumbs up sign for all systems being ‘go for launch’ on Sunday 
afternoon (April 3). 

 

 
The helicopter awaits more paying customers. 
~ 
Video and Photos by Jeff M. Hardison, All Rights Reserved 
 © April 3, 2016 @ 9:27 p.m. 
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Fair starts well 

 
Williston Mayor R. Gerald Hethcoat and Fair President Amanda Henderson 

cut the ribbon Thursday evening (March 31) to open the Levy County Fair. 

 

Story and Photos By Jeff M. Hardison © April 2, 2016 @ 6:17 p.m. 

     WILLISTON -- Except for rain dampening the four-day Levy County Fair a bit early 

on Saturday morning (April 2), the event rolled along as well as ever. 

 

 
Elizabeth Phillips of the Suwannee Valley Players (SVP) quickly shows some 

dramatic parking techniques before directing cars into parking spaces on 

Thursday afternoon (March 31). The SVP was among the non-profit groups 

collecting $3 per car to park. 

 

     With a new president of the Levy County Fair Association Board of Directors in her 
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first year of a two-year term, the 2016 Levy County Fair opened the gates on time on 

Thursday (March 31) and it has been rocking along as planned – and is expected to 

continue through the final activity tomorrow night (Sunday, April 3). 

     There are rides, games, exhibits, contests, shows, products and services for purchase, 

and food and drink. 

 

 
Volunteer Norma Myer and Fair President Amanda Henderson greet some 

of the first guests late Thursday afternoon. 

 

     Levy County Fair President Amanda Henderson leads the Levy County Fair 

Association Board, which includes Past President Debra Jones, Sr. Vice President Judi 

Yaeger, Vice President Rod Fletcher, Secretary Renee Moore and Treasurer Danielle 

Wolfe. 

     The Fair Board has two ex-officio members as part of its structure. Brenda Heberling, 

4H program assistant, is listed on the Levy County Fair website as the ex officio for the 

UF/IFAS Extension Office, and County Commissioner Danny Stevens represents the 

County Commission. 

     Levy County Fair President Henderson told HardisonInk.com during the first 

moments of the first day of the fair that things seemed a bit frantic but she continues to 

be excited about her new role in the group. 
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Amanda Henderson introduces (from left) Sr. Vice President Judy Yaeger, 

Vice President Rod Fletcher, Secretary Renee Moore and Treasurer 

Danielle Wolfe. 

 

OPENING CEREMONY 

     Two and a half hours after the 4 p.m. gate opening on Thursday, the opening 

ceremony also started on time as planned at 6:30 p.m. 

     President Henderson introduced the fair board. The ex-officio representatives were 

not present. She thanked all of the sponsors and volunteers who contributed their time, 

talent and other resources to help bring the fair to fruition. 

     2015 Miss Levy County Fair Sabrina Brice was introduced. She served her last duties 

on Friday evening when she crowned the 2016 Miss Levy County Fair. There were other 

pageants for children to gain titles this year. 

     The dignitaries present each gave a short speech before the ribbon was cut to 

“officially” start the fair on Thursday. 
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Williston City Councilman Matt Brooks (left) and Levy County Commission 

Chairman John Meeks visit with each other a bit before the start of the fair. 

 

MATT BROOKS 

     Williston City Councilman Matt Brooks opened the speeches by dignitaries. He 

welcomed everyone on behalf of the city, and he said he is glad Williston is the place for 

the Levy County Fair. 

      As a sponsor of the fair through his business B4 Signs and Advertising, Brooks said 

he is happy to help the fair. 

     This is a huge event, City Councilman Brooks said, and it takes a lot of work by 

volunteers, city employees, sponsors and others to bring it all together. He sees the fair 

as a great showcase for agriculture as well as a wonderful place for children and families 

to enjoy as they have a good time. 

R. GERALD HETHCOAT 

     Williston Mayor R. Gerald Hethcoat said he is thankful for the Levy County Fair 

Association Board who -- year in and year out – tirelessly work to assure there is a fair 

for people to enjoy themselves. 

     The mayor said his initial plan for the day would have kept him away from the start of 

the fair, and so he was appreciative of Councilman Brooks being willing to give the 

welcome from the city. Mayor Hethcoat thanked everyone for coming to the fair, and he 

said he hopes everyone has a great time. 

JOHN MEEKS 

     Levy County Commission Chairman John Meeks welcomed everyone to the fair on 

behalf of the County Commission. 

     He said he was honored to be able to greet everyone to the fair. The growth of the fair 

since its inception, he said, has been amazing. This success is a testament to the 

dedication of many volunteers, he said. 

     Commission Chairman Meeks said he is thankful to the city of Williston for hosting 

the fair, and he looks forward to returning every year for many years to come.     
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TAMMY JONES 

     Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones said she is thankful to be at the 

fair again this year. 

     This is the third year for her office to be at the fair to help people register to vote, and 

to check on any matters related to voting in Levy County. 

     And like Chairman Meeks, Jones reminded visitors to come out again and again – not 

just on Thursday night. 

BEATRICE ROBERTS 

     “I just want to first thank God for being here,” Bronson Vice Mayor Beatrice Roberts 

said. 

     She told the audience this was the first time she had come to the Thursday evening 

part of the fair. Usually, she came on Friday or Saturday night. She thanked everyone for 

coming out to the fair. 

DEBRA WEISS 

     Yankeetown Mayor Debra Weiss said she thanks everyone for coming, and she is 

representing Yankeetown to show its support for Levy County and the city of Williston. 

DRINDA MERRITT 

     Inglis Mayor Drinda Merritt thanked the Fair Committee for inviting her, and she 

hopes everyone has a good time. 

PAT TULLY 

     Inglis Town Councilwoman Pat Tully, who is the town’s liaison for police and fire 

services, said she is thankful to God for everyone being able to attend the fair. She hopes 

everyone has a great time. 

     Tully expressed her gratitude to the Fair Association for the invitation to the town of 

Inglis for the opening ceremonies. 

 

 
2015 Miss Levy County Fair Sabrina Brice (left) wave as Fair President 

Amanda Henderson introduces her. Also on the stage (from left) are Levy 
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County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones, Yankeetown Mayor Debra 

Weiss, Inglis Mayor Drinda Merritt, Bronson Vice Mayor Beatrice Roberts, 

Inglis Town Councilwoman Pat Skully, Williston City Councilman Matt 

Brooks, Levy County Commission Chairman John Meeks, and standing 

behind President Henderson Williston Mayor R. Gerald Hethcoat. 

 

RIDES 

     There are 27 rides this year, President Henderson said, and Paradise Amusement 

again has provided a wonderful opportunity for people to have fun. As for the Fair 

Association and other volunteers, Henderson said she can’t say enough to thank 

everyone. 

 

 
~ 
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Aubrey Catlett, a member of the Levy County 4H Bridle Brigade sits atop a 

pony available for a pony ride. 

~ 

 
~ 
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~ 

 
 

     “We have an awesome set of volunteers,” she said. “We had 15 people here working 

all week before the fair and over the next four days, we will have 50.” 

     The fair helps the local economy and there are many benefits that spinoff beyond 

that. Non-profit groups benefit from parking cars. This year the Suwannee Valley 

Players, the Williston High School unit of the Army Jr. Reserve Officer Training Corps 

and Nu Yu Tae Kwon Do are parking cars. 

 



HardisonInk.com 

 
The WHS AJROTC Color Guard presented the colors at the start of the fair 

under the direction of SFC Frank Velez, Army instructor. 

 

     Henderson said the extended grounds of the fair include another space that is 150-

feet by 500-feet, that had been used previously by the Heritage Village setup from 

before. 

     There are many rides. One ride is the pony ride, and it is being operated by the Levy 

County 4H Bridle Brigade. That and the petting zoo are part of that club’s contribution 

to offerings at the fair. 

     Rick Faircloth of the Florida Department of Agriculture is an animal disease control 

inspector who was at the fair. He said the animals at the fair on Thursday “look pretty 

good.” 

     The ponies are not starving, he said. However, that is not his call because he is 

involved with disease control. 

     Faircloth is retiring from the Department of Agriculture in May, after serving there 

for 37 years. 

     “I’ve got plenty of other things to do,” he said of his plans after May. 
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Kimberly Dayana Martinez Lopez stands ready to help people participate in 

one of the games. 

~ 

 
~ 
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GAMES 

     As might be expected at a county fair, there are games available to play to win a 

goldfish in a bowl, stuffed toys and other items. 

     One of the games that appears to be relatively easy is to throw a ball into a lid of a 

mechanical garbage can that opens and closes. On Thursday, the person manning that 

station was Kimberly Dayana Martinez Lopez. 

     All of the midway personnel were friendly and helpful to the guests of the fair. 

     There are a million stories from this four-day event. At least one story involves a 

career change beyond retirement. 

     On the first day, one person was able to share how fate and planning came together to 

put her in that space at that time. 

     “Face Painting Tonya of Dunnellon” is a face painter. She was called at the last 

minute, she said, when the first person the fair had allowed to be a vendor cancelled. 

     She is 33 years old and has been a certified pre-school teacher, which she has been 

doing since high school. As of April 1, though, she is letting that profession go. She is 

100 percent into being a face-painter now. 

EXHIBITS and CONTESTS 

     There were many items on exhibit at different points in the fair. 

     Livestock and other animals were plentiful, including horses, cows, rabbits, poultry, 

goats, llamas and other animals. 
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The Best of Show item was a quilt by Marcia Hoekstra. 

~ 

 
 

     There were a number of entries in the creative skills contest of the fair. The Best of 

Show item was a quilt by Marcia Hoekstra. 
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     The karaoke contest started before the start of the fair with preliminary 

qualifications. 

     On Sunday (April 3), in the Entertainment Tent, there is final registration for karaoke 

at 12 p.m. No late entries will be accepted, and the fair directors ask contestants to 

please arrive at 12 p.m. to register in order to be able to participate in final preliminary. 

SHOWS 

     Harmony B, a female duet, performed before the pageants on Friday evening. 

     Dalton Cyr was on stage Friday night. Fire Creek and Mitch Gallagher are the slated 

shows for tonight (Saturday night). 

     Butch Batts and the SouthBound Band performed Thursday night and they are the 

final performers (other than the karaoke competitors) on Sunday (April 3), with 

performances schedule at 3:30 and 5:30 p.m. 

     There were performers in areas other than the Entertainment Tent, too. 

     BMX Trickstars were in Levy County, having just returned from a show in San 

Antonio, Tex. 

     Team Capt. Rob Nolli, 43, Mark Mullville, 31, and Scott Weaver, 36, are among the 

top BMX riders on the East Coast. They perform in festivals and fairs all over the nation. 

     The three men put on great shows that had an element of daredevil excitement as 

well as demonstrating great athletic showmanship with BMX bikes. 

~ 

 
(from left) Scott Weaver, Rob Nolli and Mark Mullville are BMX Trickstars. 

~ 

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 

     In the Creative Skills tent, there was more than just the items in competition for that 

aspect of the fair. 

     There were various groups that have been at the fair every year and there were some 
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first-time attendees. 

     Lisa Brasher, the director of the Levy County Library System was present to help 

people know about the many resources available to them through their five public 

libraries throughout the county. 

     The Hare Krishna and Jehovah’s Witness groups were present to help visitors learn 

about them. 

     Berlon Weeks, a candidate for Levy County Commission District 1, manned a table. 

He had free tee-shirts, yard signs and literature to help voters understand why he 

believes he is the best Republican candidate in the primary and the best candidate when 

the general election happens in November. 

     Another Way, a shelter for abused women and children, had a table to provide 

information to interested parties about that service. 

     The Levy County Beekeepers Club had an area. 

     Individuals from Meridian Health Insurance Marketplace were at a table in the area 

of the tent with the least circulation of air and they did not appear to have an electric fan 

on Friday. It must have been their first year in that hot tent. 

     We SOAR (Support Outreach Through Arts And Recreation) of Williston was 

available to tell visitors about their services. 

     The Levy County Visitors Bureau had its display for people to see about all the 

wonders throughout this county. 

     Babione’s Air Conditioning and Heating of Williston was in the tent. It was their first 

year. 

~ 

 
(from left) Chrissy Babione, 14, Cindy Babione and Mackenzie Nettles, 13, 

stand with a Minion that was made from a Freon container. Cindy Babione 

said the Minion creates awareness of unseen contaminants in the air, and it 

promotes the indoor air purification systems available from her business. 
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     Another business that was a first-time visitor to the tent was Chantilly Place of 

Bronson. 

     The Guardian Ad Litem Service was manning a table. 

     Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones and staff were available to help 

Levy County voters in every way possible from the services of that office. 

FOOD 

     Levy County Fair Association Sr. Vice President Yaeger said there are 26 vendors this 

year, which includes some of the companies selling food. 

     Among the companies helping the fair are the local business interests that are 

catering food and drinks for the VIP tent. 

     Seafood and More; BubbaQue’s; Bell’s Catering; and Pizza Hut are providing that 

service, Yaeger said. She especially noted her appreciation for Ryan Bell, who owns 

BubbaQue’s and Bell’s Catering. 

~ 

 
Elijah Jackson, 11, (left) and Phillip Jackson, 10, of Levy County 4H 

Shooting Sports hold Gatorade and water as examples of what people could 

buy from the 4H Hydration Station. The drinks cost $1 per bottle and all 

proceeds go to help Levy County 4H. These two 4H members were among 

the many adult and children volunteers from that group. 

~ 
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This member of the Miniature Zebu Cattle family was among the animals 

visiting from the Dunnellon area. 

~ 

 
Erica Estrada, 8, (left) grooms ‘Floppy’ the rabbit as Ashley Estrada, 7, 
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holds ‘Oreo’ the rabbit. The girls were among the 103 competitors in the 

rabbit show on Friday. Levy County 4H Program Assistant Brenda 

Heberling said there are 63 cages, and that means 40 of the rabbits were 

shown in cages that the owners brought. This was one of the many livestock 

and small animal shows at the Levy County Fair. These children are part of 

4H in Marion County. 

~ 

 
Shelbi McCall is the 2015-2016 Miss United States Agriculture. This Dixie 

County resident has visited many states during her term which ends in late 

June when she will crown the next young woman in Birmingham, Ala. 

McCall will be starting her work on earning a Master’s degree in Business 

Administration. Later, she intends to complete law school and then 

specialize in agricultural and environmental law. During her time as Miss 

United States Agriculture, she has been advocating for sustainable water 

resources. She has been mentoring children who lost parents to cancer. She 

lost her dad in 2013. McCall said she prays that the Lord will lead surviving 

children in the right direction. 


